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Aal at COSPLET. 


My YounG FRIENDS, 


11 of my Labours, wherein I have aimed 
not only to afeft your Devotions, as the Title im- 
ports, but alſo to lead your Judgments mito right 
Apprehenſions of God, and to regulate your Lives; 
the Former of which is the only Foundation of 
Religion; and the Latter, the only Perfection of 
it; and Prayer is only an Effect of the Former, 
and only a Means of the latter: Now as the 
Means are only valuable ſo far as they pro- 
mote their proper End, you will hence ſee, that 


bis own ſake, but for your ſake; to ſweeten your 
Tempers, by converfing with himſelf, the beſt o 
Beings, and fill you.. with. Benevolence; to corre 


Rezſon; and to amend your Actions and Carriage 
to all. about you, in order to your becoming greater 
Alaltnti, and prepar'd A more Gras; When 


* 


* 


To the To uno pio IA in BIRM ING. 


E RE I offer to your Acceptance, a fem 


all Prayer, as to you, is loſt, which does not make 
von li ve better; for God requires Prayer wot for 


| - your Paſſions, and bring them under the conduct of 


Prayer 
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oy has no ſuch effe&, it is a Picce of dead Forma- - 
In this Collection of Prayers, I do not profeſs to 


oy The ON WWACK.” 
Prayer to God thus transforms your young Souls, 


into his own Image, it is Devotion indeed, when 


9 


4 


have fitted every ſtate of your Mind, or every con- 
dition of your Affairs, or every leſſer Period of your 


Time, and Exigence of your Life; but I have endea- 


voured to adjuſt them to the moſt uſual, and the moſf 
important Caſes ; and if you Pleaſe to make uſe of 
them, I hope, under God, they may do you good. Hom- 
ever, oblige me with a Trial of them; and if they 
are not ſucceeded to inſpire you with great and 
lively Sentiments, to kindle warm Affections, to 


furniſh apt Expreſſions, to refine your Tempers, 


and better your Practiſe, you may at any Time ex- 
change them for other Helps. | 


Ido not propoſe your learning all theſe Prayers by 


Heart but as you have Occaſion, kneel down, and in 
4 calm, compoſed frame of Mind, lay before you the 


Book, turn to a ſuitable form, and having gain d a 
Sentence or Period, lift up your Eyes and Thoughts 


to Heaven, offer it up to God, and ſo make it in- 


deed your own Prayer. If the fervours of your 
Mind at any time riſe and grow, you may quit the 
form, and purſueyour own Meditations, in the apt - 
eft Words you are able. 8 
Zy practiſing in this, or the like method a while, 
I hope you will become ſo well diſposd, and maſters 
of ſuch variety of, Thoughts and Words, as to be 
able, on any ordinary Occaſion, to pray with Fudg- 
ment, Decency and Propriety, whether alone or in 
— ES, LE 

As to periodical Prayers, I have prepared only 


— 


for Morning and Evening: The ſacred Scriptures 


agree with the voice of Nature and Reaſon, in cal- 
ling us to pray at theſe two Seaſons; they being, in 


' themſelves, two important Points of Tims: At 


Night, 


Jo carry Matters farther, and tie 


. r 
/ 


Night, we take leaue of the whole World, and for 
| fix or eight Hours die, or go into a World by our 
ſelves: In the — we awake into a new Life, 
and re-enter the ſenſible and converſible World , at 
both which Prints, it is proper to maintain a little 
ſerious Converſation with the God of our Lives, 
and the Father of our Spirits. „ 


young 


People, or others, to retire oftner in a Day, or to 
attend publick Prayers daily, or oft in @ Day, is, 
T apprehend, more than God requires, or is gene- 
rally confiſtent with the ſtate of the World; and 
has, I think, a Tendency to that ſort of _— 


on, which lies in offering God a courſe of bodily, 
external Services, as an equivalent for a pure Mind 
and a beneficent Life; or, to what we call Forma- 


ality, putting off God and our Souls with Words 


and Sounds, Geſtures and Appearances, which di- 
vert the Eye and Attention from the true Ends of 
Prayer, which are, ſan@ifying the Heart, and cor- 
recting the Life, © ET 
A . folemn, intelligent addreſs to God, Mornin 
and Evening, in our Cloſets and Families, is, 


Judge, ſufficiently fitted, in ordinary Caſes, to keep 


the. Mind, for the compaſs of a few Hours, under 
a divine or religious Influence; and will lead a 
Soul, train'd up in Religion, into 7 occaſional 
elevations of heart to God, amidſt all Buſmeſs, 
| Diverſions and Company, as ſhall have a yet far- 
ther Tendency to preſerve from Sin, and lead in- 
to all Virtus. . 
The general Foundations of Prayer are ſo ob- 
vious te all Mankind, I need not inſiſt on them 


even to youngPeople; they all center, on your Parts, 


in your dependance upon God; and no part of 
Homage is more due from a weak depending Crea- 
ture, than Prayer, to the God on whom he depends 
| jor Time and Etermty. ie, Th 
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be ends and uſes of Prayer, as has been ohſerv d, 

are principally that conformity of Mind to God, 
which will be the Spring of. a ſober, righteous, cha- 

riteble, pleaſant Life ; and the Source of the beſt 

_— Hopes and Comforts. And where theſe Ends are 

' RE not obtained, Prayer is the ſacrifice of Fools. 

| God's own Benignity is a vaſt Encouragment to 

Prayer ; but yet farther to encourage us to pray to 
a God of infinite Holineſs, incomprehenſiue Maje- 
' fry, and inviſible Glory, and to ſuit our imperfett 
wy of concerning things, God has appointed a vi- 
able Mediator, who having dwelt in our: World, 
and in one of our Bodies, is fitted, by Experience, 
to be a tender Interceſſor for us; and hauing died 

1 on the Croſs to ſhow what was due to us, he is gone 

1 (after the manner of the IRWwISs H High Prieſt) 
to plead his Blood and Sacrifice on our behalf, thaty. 

# His voluntary Obedience to the Death, may be ac- 

* cepted as an Atonement for all penitent Sinners. 

= To theſe may be added, that the kind and gracious 
=Y Invitations of God; and the Character of Father 

be bears, are great Encouragements to this Duty. 

ES As to method in Prayer, I have not ſtrictiy kept 

3 to any; young People have very good Aſſiſtance on 

Fi | this Head given them by thoſe three Chriſtian Biſhops, 

7% r oo boos 
A4. to the Mode of addreſing God, whether in 
1 a more free way, or by Forms pre- compoſed, he. 

ther alone or in Society; the Point has been a ſub- 

| ject of much Controverſy, yet thinking, ſerious Men, 

Wo on which ever fide they ſtand, are almoſt all of a 

1 Mind as to what is of moment in lt. 

1 My own Thoughts lie pretty much in this w 
at preſent, that Prayer ts flatedly due from epery 
= intelligent Creature to God; that it is equally ac» 

TR. ceptable to God whether it be cloathed in Words 

7 TW or. offered up in naked Thoughts, where the mind 
© 14: juzably dijpes'd ; that yet even in Solitary ad-. 
TY. | i, 5 dreſſes 


e 
r 
wo 


e ACE: ve. 
Atreſſeſs to God, a Spirit in Body, and under the —— 
2 of —— * find it ſelf © | 
better able to carry on an Intercourſe with te 
great God by means of Words, than by conceptions 
only without Words; that where be finds the uſe of I 
Words ſerviceable, be is at entire Liberty to make 
uſe of the beſt he can form for himſelf, or of ſuch 2» 
as he can borrow from others, as Hall, in bis own - 1 
Judgment, beſt expreſs his own Caſe, and beſt diſ- _ 
poſe his own Temper, in this ſacred Employment ,, | = 
and that no one has Authority to infringe this na- _ 
tural Liberty. 1 IE AS 
_. Neceſiity, and the Advantages ariſing from Com- 
munity, having . drawn Mankind into Socteties of 8 
a larger ſort, made up of ſeveral natural or Family- 4 
Societies; they are oblig d publickly, in their ſocial 4 
Capacity, to own God, particularly by Prayer to God ] 
on whom their Being and Welfare 2 A So- 
ciety cannot carry on ſocial Prayer, without Confuſion, 
but by their chuſing a proper Man to be their Mouth, 
or to offer up their common addreſſes to God: I 
they act wiſely, they will chooſe a Man who under= 
flands the ſtate of Men, and who will apply bimſelf 
to 1 the flate of their own Society; who 
has a reliſh of ſacred Things, and will manage that 7 
great Truft awfully, and who has a Capacity to ex- = 
preſs himſelf ſuitably to the nature of ' bis Mork; 4 
copiouſiy, and aptly to the Caſes of the Society he 1 
repreſents, and whoſe Prayers he offers up : A Man 
thus qualified may be ſafely truſted with ſuch a Ser- 
vice ʒ and theſe are ſuch rights of any Society, which, 
T apprehend, no Man, or Body of Men, may law- 
fully invade, or can have right to take away. © 
In caſe they cannot find among ft their own Body, 
a Man qualified for that Work, nor obtain one 
elſewhere, rather than pullick Prayer ſbou d be neglec- 
ted, or ſhoud be decently and wretchedly per form d, 
it muſt be thein Duty to procure the Aſfiftance of 
3 75 © 1 Ls 1 3 wiſe 
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nt The PREFACE, |_| 
wiſe and good Men in drawing up Prayers for their 


Uſe; ſo general, as to ſuit all Times, and which 


they can truft to the Management of a Man of in- 


erior Abilities, yet they ought to do this with a 
Liberty reſerv'd for his own Improvements, and for 
the change of his Addreſſes, as the Hate of the Af 
fairs of the Society ſhall change. 9 
 Wherel find Societies of Chriſtians round me in 
both theſe ways of Praiſe, ( ſuppoſmg no Uſurpa- 
tion of unjuſt Authority, no Impoſition by unlawful 
Dominion) I fhou'd rather chooſe to join with a 
Society where the work of publick Prayer is car- 


ried on by the free uſe of a Man's Talents, who is 


well qualified for his office, and employs a wiſe, ju- 
dicious, affectionate copiouſneſs and variety in Prayer, 
ſuited to the emergent Caſes of the Society; than 
with a Society who are content with Prayers pre- com- 
poſed, which cannot fit all Caſes either of the Societ 

in general, or of its particular Members, and which 


muſt grow dry and tafteleſs by frequent Repetitions. 


On the other hand, were all other Circumſtances 
equal, I think I ou d _ ſtatedly to join with 
a Society where pre-compoſed Forms (eſpecially if 
not unrighteouſly impos d) are uſed, which arepro- 
per, grave, metbodical, apt and moving, and are ſe- 
riouſly offered up unto God, than with a Society, 
where a Man is ſtatedly employ d, who fills. his Prayers 
with fantaſtical, conceited Expreſſions, private No- 
tions, ſenſeleſs Sounds, tedious Bablings, and affet- 
ed Heats: But this may be thought more than 
enough upon the Mode of Prayer, ſolitary and ſo- 


There is not Occaſion for many Obſervations 


| upon the Prayers prepared for you: I bave eee 
them in the beſt manner ¶ was able in the time em- 


| ploy 


d, in ſome of them I have borrow'd a little Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and chiefly from Patrick. | 
ͤʒñũ]ůñ 


The PREFACE. in 

few of them, particularly thoſe two for young M8 
Women in l own and Country, are fitted to ſuch as =— 
are of. Japerior Senſe, Family and Fortune, more 
than to thoſe of a lower. Claſs, ' 

And I bave one Requeſt to make to the youns 
People of upper Rank; That if they find this littls 
Book bleſſed of God to do themſelves good, they will, 

in a Charitable way, ſpread it amongſt others, Ser + 

vants, and young People in their Neighbourbood, of 
a lower Form; or, will move their Parents to do 
it, as a proper Teſtimony of their Gratitude towards 


If a Meditation bad been annexed to each Prayer, 1 
this Eſſay had been more perfect; and if any fit "0 
Perſon undertake it, it will be, I hope, an accept 
ble Service, V 3 
T have gone through what I firſt intended, which 
was to oj younger Chriſtians in converſing with 
God by Prayer; but, through the Advice of a ju» 
dicious Friend, I recommend to you the two follows 
ing Directions. 15 . | 
That your Prayers to God p Intelligent and 
be at all Times 2 Serious | 

I. Intelligent, or, that you pray with Under ſtand- 

ing; ufing na Words in Prayer without a correſpond- 
21g Idea and Conception in the Mind, and offering 
up uo Petition, or form of Addreſs, which you do 
mot ſee ts ſuitable to your Caſe, | | 

To pray with Underſtanding ſuppoſes you know 

that the God you pray to is every where preſent, 
ſeeth your Hearts, heareth your Prayers, and is 
pleaſed to ſee his Creatures in a becoming manner 
pray to him. It ſuppoſes you are no ſtrangers to 
your ſelves, your own Sins, Wants, Mercies, De- 

endance. %% ĩᷣ ⁵ 8 8 

Io pray with Vuderſlanding includes Artentts © - 


on ; that you fix your Thoughts on the great object of "Tl 
Prayer, and mind the Import of every Addreſs yon | _ 
; ; | 2 : of | | 40 * 1 8 


make to God. 


* 


The PREFACE. - 
I would have you make a wide difference between 
ſaying your Prayers, or reading Prayers, and Pray- 
ing; the former is the ſervice of meer Children, 
or of Men in Pay, and has no Religion at all in it; 
the latter is th? Service of a rational and religious 
Creature, who ſees and feels its dependance on God. 
Jo pray with Underſtanding and Fudgment in- 
cludes Faith; Faith in God's Ability to help, in his 
Readineſs to do it, in Chriſf's Mediation for you, 
and in God's appointment of Prayer as a Condition . 
of bis Favour, and as a Preparative of the Soul for 
ET I wi oo 1 
By this ſhort Account you ſee how many great 
Chargers muſt concur to make up an Intelligent 
Prayer. „„ 1 
2. Always pray, with a ſerious Mind, a Heart 


i The PREFACE xi 
. that Form: Tho' I have a large Collection of ſcrip- 
tural Materials for Prayer, which may perhaps be 
|| fitted for your Uſe againſt the Time when you ſhall 
2 the Head of Families, if I am ſo long 
ſpar d. | | 3 
a This Addreſs T conclude with wiſhing all my young _ 
Heart and Friends, both in Town and Country, 
all thoſe Virtues which will make them Lovely and 
Uſeful at preſent, and will prepare them for Stations 
of enlarged Uſefulneſs hereatter, upon Earth, and 
or great Rewards in Heaven; And in any Mea- 
ſure, to contribute to theſe great Wiſhes, will be the 
leaſure, and ſhall be the Endeavour, of Tour 


Affectionate Paſtor 
©}: "pond Servant, 
8. Bourn. 4 

Coſeley April s. | 

i 


! A Prayer fo « Child. . I 


2 Another Prayer for a Child. . 2 


4 
3 A bild, or Touth, jeeking Gol. 
4 A Touth Wor ſhippitg God, having found bim. 5 
5 A Repenting Touth at Prayer. 7 
6 A Touth dedicating him, or herſelf to God. 10 
7 The Prayer of a young 2 ſon taken ill. 1 
8 The Prayer of a Jon's g Perſou recover®d. 13 


6 A prayer for the uſe of a Son, or Daughter of a 
ne Family. 15 

10 A prayer fitted ib the Caſe of a Son or Daug h- 
ter of a wicked Family, under Conviction. 17 


11 The prayer of a Touth at School. 20 
12 10 j1ayer of a Jouth preparing to 80 into an 
| Apprentic eſbip. | 23 
13 39 e prayer of a Joung Man in bis ice 
* | 2 25 
14 Lhe prayer of a poor Servant. 5 28 

15 Toe prayer of a yourg Man Jars 8 in Trade. ; 
30 


16 The prayer of a young Perſon going, or _ a 
Jon / it by 
17 The 


ue I N * E * 


10 The Thankſgiving Prayer of a young Pet-ſoht re- 
+ turning Home from a Journey. 


35 
18 The prayer vi a Son whoſe Father is Dead. 38 | 


19 The prayer of a Son or Daughter whoſe Parents 
are Dead. 40 

20 A prayer for the Uſe of a young Man in Com- 
pany with other young Men. 


42 
21 A prayer fitted to the Caſe of a young Perſon, un- 
der ſome good Impreſſions made by a Yer mon, or 


other Means. 


45_ 
22 The prayer of « a young Perſon under Trouble 4 
Mind. 


23 The prayer of a young Perſon preparing for Gm: 
munion at the Lord's Table. 
24 An Evening prayer of a young Perſon after Sr 
© cramental Communion, 

25 A prayer to be uſed by a young Man, with 45 
Famil), in his Father's Alſentr. In the Morne 


Lo 57 


26 A Son of a Family, h1s Prayer i in the —_— 


27 A prayer for the uſe of a Mother, or Mifrif, | 


of the Family, In the Morning. 62 
28 In the Evening. 64. 
29 The prayer of a young Man in Town, 67 


30 A young Man in the Conntry, at Prayer. 69 


31 A prayer of a young Lady in Town, 72 


3 The prayer of a young Woman in the Country, 75 


3 The prager of a young Man in Courtſhip. 78 
4 The prayer of a young Woman in Courtſhip, 81 
+ The prayer of a young Man on the point of 


Marriage. 83 

36 The prayer of a young Wo oman pending to enter 

the married State, 86 

37 A prayer fitted to the uſe of a Son or Daughter 
of a poor Family. 87 

38 A prayer for the uſe i a Son or Danghter of 

Rich Farents, - 90 
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39. 4 prayer to be uſed by Children whoſe . 

+ e in a middle Condition. 

40 The prayer of « @ young Man, entering the. Mi 
ry. 


6 
41 A prayer for the Lord's Day, in the Morning. 


42 In the Evening. 101 
43 A 2d prayer for the Lord's 5 Day, # in the Morn- 
ing. 104 

44 i the Evening. 5 106 
45 A young Perſow s Morning . on any Day, 

10 

46 Any Evening. fas 1 4 
47 A 2d Morning Prayer. 14 
48 A 2d Evening 9 eat J 
49 The 3d Morning Frayer. | 3 
50 The 3d Evening Prayer. „„ 
51 The 4th Morning Prayer, „ 
52 The 4th Evening Prayer. _ © ©. 336 
53 The 5th Morning Prayer. | | 129 
54 The 5th Evening Prayer. / 6 
55 The 6th Morning Prayer, 32 - 
56 The 6th Evening Prayer. = I 138 
Table * „ e 142 
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AGE 5. line 17. 1 read thy. p. ek 32. for Law | 
r. Care. p. 44+ J. 19 forſell, r. ſelf. p. 30. 1. 32. 


for thy r. my. P. 66. I. 3. r. any. p. 76. I. 20. r. in the 


Spirit. p. 96. J. 6. r. and I hope. p. 100, I. 25. dele in. 
p. 119. 1. 18, and 20. r. Mediator. p. tay for 1 . 


—_ 10 ath Morning Prayer. 


Words that ought to have been in 1talick. 
Page 6. I. 27. r. Greatneſs, p. I1.1. 34. r. thy Mercy, p. 


36. 1. 13. r. Poaver. P. 42. I. 25. r. Holineſs. p. 68. I. 30. r. 
Goſpel, p. 85. J. 30. r. Troub/es, p. 115. I. 18. r. Rome, 


Miſtakes i in pointing, it is hop d will be forgiven. 


p. 143 1. r. read ſupplying ul. Preface p. 6. J. 
benſible. p. 9. 1. dead l 
4 be e | * 9 1.22 read That in your * 1 God, 


Youn, 6 CHRISTIANS 


Prayer B 0 0 2 
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EF Lord God; Tam ia poor helpleſs f. in- 

ts ful Child, ignorant of thee, and apt 
2) to wander from thee, and forget my 
Duty to thee: But thou art a merci» 


15 God, and haſt Tent thy Son, the Lord Jeſus 


Chrift, to die for me, teach and ſave me. 
I pray that, for his Sake, thou wilt pardon 
all my Sins, and give me thy holy Spirit to 


make me a Child of Gc God, and to fit me for 


Death and Heaven. 
Make me Wile; Juſt and Charitable; teach 


me to pray, to keep holy the Lords Day, to 


know: the Scriptures, and to remember thee in 
my Youth, 
Keep me from Satans Temptations, from bad 


Canis and from all bad Thoughts, Words | 
and Actions. 


Love me as thy Child, and help me'to love | 


| thee as my Father: Work in me a gracious 
| Change, and make me grow in Grace as | doin 


Days. 

3 thine Angels charge over me Day and 
t. Bleſs my Father and Mother, Fc. — 

— all my n 2 all thy Minjficre 
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nt: People; help me to love them, honour them, 

and do all my Duty to 1 2 
1 thank thee, O Lord, for all thy hides, 

but 1-wov'd be moſt thankful for Jeſus Chrift 


my Redeemer, who hath taught us to pray af- 


ow this PI * Father, who art in * 


4 4 £ . 5 ” . 1 * 7 —— 
" wad 1 3 * 


Auulle- ant; P R 4 Y E R «for a 
- CHILD. | 


250 bl eſſe God, tha loveſt | Thoſe who” 
| Jove thee, and they who Seek thee early 
Mall Find thee; I therefore pray unto thee, w 

am but 4 Child, and hope thou wilt not caſt me. 
out of thy Preſence; * - 

Thou art my God, and 1 KY raiſe. thee, my 
iber God and I will exalt thee ; Thou haft 
me for thy Self, and redeemed me for thy 

and in *Baptiſin, have I been devoted to 
thee; Su! by Nature and Cuſtom I am a 4 
= to thee, inclined to the Vanities .of Chil 


and the Follies of Youth, averſe to God 
e ohne TN and deſerve to * e 


ing, — — _— pc — | 
and Bled © thy Son, thou wp cleanſe me 
from all Sin, renew my Spirit, reſtore my Joſt 
Innocency, and let thy Word and Spirit be in _ 


2 Principle of Liſe, Light and 3 that 1 


erk! in the firſt 1 the Kingdom of C God * = 


iS * Children not Baptin'd anu/t hows out the 
| Clayſe out Baptiſm: | 


ho 
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whom have I in Heaven but thee, and there is 
none apa Earth I deſire befides thee; Thee, G 
God I 974 as my God and my portion for ever. 

And ſeeing Little Children are called to God, 
and are declared to belong to the Kingdom of 
Heaven; I now come to thee, accept me as'thy 
Child, thy Servant and a Subject of thy King- 
dom: Take me into thy Arms, O Father; and 
2 the Hands of thy Son be upon me and bleſs 


" Deliver me from! all the Snares of the Devil, 
from Sinfoll 5 from a 2 Toneue 


from Fooliſh a ilthy Jeſts, and from 2 
»Worldly Spirit; may I never be a Lover of 
Pleaſure, more than of God. 


Be thou a Father to me in tlie 2 . 
to teach me, guide me, protect me, 5 
vide for me; inſpires me with the Love 2501 
Truth, help me to underſtand the 
Mb continue in the Things which 1 have 
carn 215 

Spafe to me my Father and Mother, wie- 


© cline me to all my Duty to them, and te all 


er ke 9 _—_ Nig, prepare 3 
Re e ay ight, prepare me 
Dying d Judgement; and when I 45 
take up my Soul to Heaven, to live NON 9 | 
Angels and good Men there 

T thank and praiſe thee, O good God, for all 


thou baſt done for me, for Life and Health, my 


eaſon and _ my Food and' Raiment, and 


the Bleſſings of my Pdiiention ; and, with all + 


my. Soul, I blefs thee for thine infinite love 
inthe . n World by Jeſus Chrift, 


28 "FF ** 


2 die 177 be might e for ts | 
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all means of Holineſs, and for the hopes i 


ol Glory; and 1 pray that in all things God 
may be glorified, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
be Glory and Dominion for ever and ever. A- 


MEN. 
* * o 
” 4 4 
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I. 4 Cuiiy or Yourn, ſeeking Gov.” | 


FI Reat God! I am but of Yeſterday, and 


A TE know little of my ſelf, and leſs of God; 


I know but little of this Forld, and leſs of the O- 
ther: But I would fain know more; I fee a beau- 
tiful World around me, Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
Fields, Mountains, and Rivers, multitudes of 


Men, Beaſts. Birds, Trees, and Flowers, I won'd 


fain know who made them all, who maintains 


and governs them all. „„ 
Every Houſe I know is built by ſome Man, 
I am as ſure that this World has a great, a wiſe, 


a good Builder; O that I could come near him, 


that 1 might enter into his acquaintance; 


O Father of Spirits! O Fountain of Wiſdemt ; 


who teaches like thee?. I come to ask Wiſdom 


from thee; open my Toung Eyes, that I may ſee, 


may ſee thee in all thy Works, of Wonder; 


touch my Toung Heart, that I may love thee; 


conquer my Hole Soul, that I may ſerve theez 
. Dra1 me, and 1 ſhall Run after thee. 53535 


I wou'd not live Ignorant of thee, or a Stran- 


ger to thee any longer; as thou haſt made the 
Seeing Eye, and planted the Hearing Ear, and 


created in me the Under ſtanding Spirit, I wou'd 
employ theſe and all my Powers, in ſeeking 
after God my Maker. 8 | 


I acknowledge with Thankfulneſs that thou 
haft already taught me to know ſomething of 


, 4 ©. 
py # 5 
SOS  ® 


ww We 
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V. 4 | You ru Worſhipping God, having 
es ond him. e 
O moſt High and Holy God! I have ſought 
thee and have found thee; a while ago I 


knew thee not, though thou waſt ever near me; 
but thy Grace has abounded towards me; thou 
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hee, thou haſt taught me out of thy Vord; I bleſs 
thee for that bleſſed Book, my Bible; by reading 


it may I come to know more both of thee my 


God and Father, and of Jeſus Chrift, whom 
thou haſt ſent to be my Teacher, King and Sa- 
viour, EE Ee 


Thou haſt taught me by the Inſtructions of 


* 


hou art teaching me by thy Miniſters, may 


I grow wiſe under them. 


my Father and Mother: I thank God for them, 
may I always give attention to them. 


Thou art teaching me by many excellent 


Books, may I love and value them. 


Thou art teaching me by all thy Providences 


7 


Finally. I beg that through this Bleſſing on 


: diligent and ſerious Thoughtiulneſs, I may at 
length become wiſe, and may always behave 
as a Child of God, in all Sobriety, Modeſty, 
Righteouſneſs, and Goodneſs; ſtriving to keep all 
my Heavenly Father's Commandments, that at 
death I may go live with God my Father to be- 
hold his glory; and be made wiſe, holy, and hap- 


Py, as Angels and glorified Souls are, through je- 


ſus Chriſt my dear Redeemer, who died to 


bring me to God, through whom be given to 


thee, O Father, Everlaſting Praiſes. Amen 


11 


8 Provuleuc 
may Iattend to what thou art every where do- 


N 85 n 
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| haſt open'd mine Eyes, and I ſee thee, I ſee thine © 
inviſible perfections drawn upon all thy works 
of wonder. — FTT 
When I lift up my Eyes, and conſider the 
Heavens, I own ͤ them to be the works of thy 
Hand; and I admire that the Builder and In- 
habiter of thoſe glorious Worlds ſhould look 
down upon Man, and viſit ſuch worms as me. 
The Sun, Moon, and Stars, are all created by 
thee, I ſee thy Glory in them all, and the Glo- 
ry of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, by whom thou ma- 
deſt the Worlds; they do every day and every 
night ſpeak thy praiſe, and tell the the World 
there is a God. And while the Heavens declare 
thy Glory, and the Firmament thy handy work, 
how can I forbear to worſhip and adore thee, - 
their great Creator,.-/ 7.501100 
Thou, O Almighty God! hangeft the Earth up- 
en Nothing, ballanceſt the Clouds, bringeſt the 
Wind out of thy Treaſuries, Ihundereſt marvel- 
ouſly with thy voice, cauſeſt the Sea to know its 
bounds, and keepeſt in a ſteddy Courſe the Or- 
- dinances of He 
1 Worſhip, I Admire, 1 Adore the God of 
Nature and Providence, whoſe hand doth all theſe 
14 things, and who fainteth not, neither is weary. 
_] I adore thine infinite Greatneſs and Majeſty, 
21/11 = who art far above all Bleſſing and Praiſe, and 
ot in compariſon with whom all the Inhabitants of 
the Earth are as Graſs-hoppers . 
| Ils adore thine infinite Power, who fpakeſt, and 
B the World was made; who doſt whatever thou 
E pleafeſt in Heaven, and on Earth; and whoſe 
Kingdom ruleth over all 


* 


1 I T admire and adore thine infinite Knowledge 


28 and Wiſdom and Univerſal Preſence; All thy 
| - works are known to thee: How manifold are 
19 where thou art not. I adore 


\ 


; : T adore and tremble at t 


Patience with me! At length I come, I come 


ey 8 
neſs which ;# 4 me a: thouſand bleſſings by the 
Goſpel, and which has laid up more for me than 
can enter into my heart to conceive. - | 


 Davghter of Zion, even in thy Earthly Temples, 1 
and may go cer long to ſing thy praiſes in thine 
eternal Temple; for the fal 
yr rg a Dying, an Interceding Saviour. 
men. e e 


V. A Reporting Youry at Praver. 
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re hy Holineſs and Puri- D. Ko 
ty, who chargeſt thine Angels with Folly, and 
the Heavens are unclean in thy ſight. . 
l adore thy Ser and give thee the Glory Þ-j 7 
of the Rectitude of thy Nature, and the perſect 8 
Righteouſneſs of thy Government, and wait thy 


univerſal Jud it, when thou wilt Judge the 
BC — Judge the 


World by je hriſt. : | 4 
1 ug oy eſe adore thine infinite Goodneſs; the. ged. J5 
Earth is ſull of it? but what mind can conceive 85 4.4 
what tongue can tell the wonders of thy goodneſs, | BE 
and love manifeſted in giving thy beloved Son to 


fave a e Tre O the height and depth - 


of that love! How many thouſand Sinners have 
been pardoned through Chriſt, and yet pardon- 
ing grace is ſtill offer d! How long does divine 
pity wait over Sinners! How long haſt thou had 


PR at thy Foot-Stool, admiring the "2 
riches of thy grace in Chriſt, adoring that good- 


\ 
= - 
. 1 * 
g — 
y YN ; OS en am. 
Ex 8 * 
_ — . . 


Accept, O God, accept thine own Creature, Pardon 
f pardoning and ſaving grace; that I 
ſbeth thy praiſes in the Gates of the 


lying qe rey before. thee; make me one more ,.*.... 


inſtance 


e of an Obedient, a =_ 


OFFS great and dreadful, moſt juſt and ho- Ropent® I 
* ly, moſt gracious and merciful * 1 


s The ug CHRISTIANE 
I am a wretched, undone Sinner, and had been 


undone for ever, unleſs thou hadſt pulled me as 
à Brand out ot the Fire. „ 
I have run frem Grd, and been trampling 
upon all thy Laws; I have been either playing 
or daring on the brink of Hell, and at the very 
1 mouth ot Deſtruction. 5 of | He" rk 
Wi... *Y For many a year have I been Sinning at a 
Bu OT. high rate, oractifing almoſt every youthful Luſt; 
1 I have broken through the reſtraints of Principle 
* and Education, forced Conſcience, ſtifled Con- 


» 


" viction, and hardened my Neck againſt reproof. 
BY Inn what a periſhing condition have I lived 
W many a day, what wondrous grace is it ſuch a 
Creature, as I am, is out of Hell, who have ſtop- 
Ped my Ear on Sermons, deſpiſed and hated In- 
5 ſtruction, ſlighted and neglected Prayer, and re- 
1 jected all the offers of thy Love. 
1 hut thou haſt had mercy on me in my miſery, 

1 thine Eyes pitied me, and thy Hand touched my 

W Heart; thy word and thy rod have awak'd me 

1 IJ now: begin to ſee my Deformity, my Folly, ani 
£0 my Danger: I ſee thy Flaming Sword hang o- 

# ver me, all the terrors of the Law and Goſpel 
gl belong to me; but I fly, I fly from thy Juſtice, - 

# O dreadful Majeſty! I fly to thy Mercy. 

If 1 ſee thy Arms of Grace extended to receive 

1 me; I fee a Fountain open'd to waſn me; I ſee 

4 the Blood of Chriſt ſned to take away my Sin. 

* It has been trampled on, Deſpiſed Blood, but now 

1 | it is prized blood; I prize it above all the world; 

n I plead it as my Atonement; I have no other 

1 Nũ les but his Merits and thy Mercy; Thou haſt 

* ſent him to be my Saviour, ſave me O God, 


| # | through him, by the Virtue” of his Blood, by the 
Efficacy of his Spirit, by the. power of bis 


Word. 
Says 


- 


EY 


Save me, O God, or I amloft for ever ; I review 


es, I have done fooliſhly a thoufand Times; and 


forgotten thee Days without Number; but, I hope 


thou haſt changed me, and form'd me ayew, and 
that I am not the Creature I was a while ago: 
I am aſhamed, yea, even confounded when J 
look back. —— But with thee is plenteous par- 
don, pardon my tranſgreſſions, for they are great; 
multiply to pardon the multitude of my Sins; 
let a repenting Rebel live; I purpoſe, by thy 
Grace, to offend no more. . 


PI. ATE + 


| ny whole Life with horror, I repent in Duſt and 
Alb 


O God, Create my Heart anew, repair thine 


Image in me, put thy Holy Spirit within me 


and make me thine own Child. ; 


J have been a Lover of the World, and of Sin- 
ful Pleaſure more than of God; have indulged 
my Body, but neglected, ſtarved and wronged 
my Soul? this is my Load, my Folly, and my 
Shame; but I return to thee through Chriſt, I 
caſt myſelf upon thy Grace, here I am at thy 
Feet; Lord, do with me what ſeemeth good in 
thy Sight; only caſt me not away for ever; no- 
thing is fo terrifying as the thought of Everlaſt- 


ing Baniſhment from thy Preſence. 


1 ot <C onda 


Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful un- 


to me, through the Blood of thy Son, which ta- 


keth away the Sin of the World; enter not in- 


to Judgment with me, for I cannot ſtand in thy 
ſight ; deal with me on the Terms of thy graci- 
ous Covenant and promiſe in Chriſt. | 


And as I am reſolved to be thine, and to ſerve 


thee through the remains of my Life, I pray thee 
confirm and make unchangeable in me thoſe Reſo- 
Jutions, that I may indeed be thine, thy Child, 


and thy Servant for ever; and at laſt find a 


place in Heaven, through Jeſus Chriſt, the Lamb 


that was Slain, who is worthy to receive Power, 


and 


Heart; 1 will be thy Servant for ever. 


10 Th. Toung .C HR I'S TIAN „ 
and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and 
Honour, and Glory, and Bleſling for ever ande- 
ver; Amen, 1 | „ e | 


* Or Herſelf VI. -. if Youru dedicating * Himſelf | 
| to Gop 1 „„ 


M e- e God, I own my ſelf thy Creature, a de- 


pendant upon thy Power and Goodneſs, 
'Thou formedſt ny Body, and gaveſt me this Soul, 
and madeſt me what I am, I am one of thy re- 
deemed Creatures, Thou ſaweſt me lying in the rab- 
biſh of the Apoſtacy; a fallen, a loſt, a helpleſs 


Creature, and thine Eye pitied me, Thou ſenteſt 


thy Son to deliver me, He, by his Blood, has 
bought me, and I acknowledge I am thine, a price 


is paid for my Heart, my Love my Service is 
all thy due. | | 


But alaſs, I have been many a year wander- 
ing from thee; of a long time I have never look- 
ed up to God my Maker, I was unmindful of 
my Redeemer, thou calledſt my Son, give me thine 
Heart; but J refuſed thy juſt claim, as a Deaf 
Man I heard not thy. Voice. - | 

Now at laſt, Bleſſed be thy Love! thy Word 
has opened mine Eyes, thou haſt found me, be- 
fore J ſought thee? thy Grace has conquer'd me; 
I will be no longer a Rebel againſt thy Au- 
thority ; I yeild; I yeild; to thy juſt Dominion 
do I yeild; I now own thy claim, I give thee my 


Accept this poor Offering, O Heavenly Father, 


which thy Child brings thee; the Offering of a 
poor, blind, vain, and dead Heart; waſh it Lord, 
ſanctifie, enlighten it, and fit it for thine Ac- 


ceptance refuſe not a returning Child, pardon 


all mine Unworthineſs, and be pleaſed with my 
preſent ſurrender, LE / 


And 


And now Lord, under a ſtrong Conviction that 
Jam thine, that by a thouſand Ties I am thine, 


F do I ſolemnly dedicate my ſelf to thee; I enter 
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Survender _ 


into thy Covenant, I conſent to all thy Plea- 
ſure; Here I lie at the Threſhold of thy Door. 


What would'ſt thou have me to do. Take me 


into thy Houſe, form my Heart anew, Create 


it over again ; Treat me as thy Child, Teach me 
out of thy Law, Feed me with the Doctrine of 
Salvation, Rule mie by thy Spirit, and prepare 


me for thy Glory, 


Haſten this Bleſſed Work, O my God, before 
thou cauſe Darkneſs, and before my Feet ſlumble 
upon the Dark Mountains, and leſt while I look © 


or Light, thou turn it into the Shadow of Death : 
_ Having begun, go on and finiſh this Work of 


Grace, draw in me the laſ Lines of the New 


Creature, that being built up into a Living Tem- 


ple, I may be for ever with thee, and all that 
thou haft be mine, through Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, 


through whom to God only Wile, be given Glo- 
ry for ever and ever. Amen. Cue 


i 


— 1 


— — 
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VII. The PrayER of a Younc Per5ON taken Ill. 


Ho and what am I, Heavenly Father, that 
I ſhould ſpeak unto thee; I. am a Sin- 


W 


Fick 


ful, a Sick, a Dying Creature, how ſhall I dare 


to approach the Holy, the Bleſſed, the Immortal 


God! I am Duſt, unclean Duſt, how ſhall I appear 


inthy preſence? but where can I go tor Rehiet, 
unleſs to the Fountain of all Mercy; hear me and 


help me, pity and ſpare me, or I am gone; I die 


and am loft for ever, if God have not Mercy on me. 
But as all the World Proclaims thy Bounty; 
{o thy Word declares thy Mercy; Thou not on- 


ly admitteſt, but by thy Word inviteſt ſuch poor 
„„ G2 '__. -- undone © 
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undone helpleſs Creatures to thy Throne, and 
haſt in Love and Pity, ſent down thy Son to Re- 
deem me from Sin, and the World, Death and 
Hell, and appointed him my Advocate Above : 
__ Taking encouragement from all this Grace and 
Goodneſs, I fly to thee my God through Chriſt, 
begging to be ſpared a while longer, that this 
Sickneſs may not be unto Death; and I humbly 
ask a little relief under my Affliction and m 
Pain; Remember, O God, how frail I am, an 
lay no more upon me than I can bear. ' 
But I moſt earneſtly beg, that, through Chriſt 
my Dear Saviour, all my Sins may be forgiven. 
I have been a fooliſh Creature, unattentive to 
the things of Religion, Careleſs of my Soul, a 
{aa Miſ-pender of my Time; I have ſlighted my 
Teachers, neglected Sermons, loſt Sabbaths, re- 
ſtrained Prayer; and have addicted ny {el to ma- 
ny Sins, which I bluſh to think of, and am a- 
ſhamed to name. O my God]; ſuffer me not to 
die under all this Guilt ; How ſhall I appear be- 
fore thee, in all mine iniquity; pardon'me good 
Lord, or I am undone, undone for ever.. 
Work in me that Repentance which will qua- 
lify me for pardon ; Better my Soul by this af- 
fliction, and by litting it up to thee in this pray - 
er; Form anew my Spirit, O gracious God, that 
J may poſſeſs ſome comfortable hope, by finding 
and feeling that I am born again, and that my 
Heart js turned from all mine iniquity ; And if 
I am now ſpared, may my walking in the Spi- 
rit of Sobriety, Goodneſs and all Holineſs prove 
to my ſelf and others the reality of my Conver- 
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4 1:38 It is fit that thou, O Righteous Judge, who 
3 | RR ruleſt in Heaven, ſnould'ſt rule on Earth; nor 
1 . canſt thou need Direction how to di ſpoſe of any 
4 - Creature thou haſt made; and as I have been a 
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= PRATER BOOK ©: ahh 
ad very unprofitable part of thy Earth, I am un- 
e- WF worthy to be in it any longer; yet, if with Ho- 
nd FF nour thou canſt do it, ſpare a repenting Sinner, 

; who defires not to live, but to ſerve thee better, 


nd and better to ſecure my Happineſs, by improving 
my tuture time, in doing Good, aud perfecting 
Ns & Holineſs in thy Fear. „ 5; 

ly ( And now, Lord, I am in thy Hand, do with 


ny me as ſeemeth' good in thy ſight, only thew unto i 
ad RF my Soul the Mercies of my Lord Jeſus unto eter- 2 
val life. Amen. . 0 
1 VIII. The Prayer of a VoUN G Perſon recover d. == 
7 | FN Father of Mercies, and God of all Grace, Recovery 9 
wa from Everlaſting to Everlaſting thou art | 

1515 God; whereas I am but of Yeſterday, a Flower 

28 lately ſprung up, and every day liable to be cut 

2 down. and by my paſt unfruitful Lite have de- 


4 ſerved to be cut down as a Cumberer of thy ground: 
XC | And thou haſt lately threatened to do it, as 1 


I know, thou hadſt a Right to do it; but in the 
2- . | midft of Wrath thou haſt Remembered Mercy, 
| thou. haſt heard my Prayers, and the Prayers 
„ | offered up for me, haſt ſucceeded Medicines, and 
haſt once more reprieved a young Sinner, and art 


8 putting me upon a new Trial. 


pA Poſſeſs my Soul, O Gracious God, with a deep 

| and laſting lenſe of thy abounding Grace in Chriſt 

wk my Lord, which may lead me into a Conſcienci- 

VC. ons regard to all thy Holy Commands; that 

wy this inſtance of thy Pity and Patience may not "2 
<= be loſt ups m i: ns 

= * I own thy Sovereign Authority over me, and 


the Juſtice of thy diſpleaſure againſt me, for all 
Y |F my paſt neglects; Thou mighteſt have called me 
to Judgment, and have condemned me to _— 
e e | Shame 


in ihe Joo CHEFS IAN 
Shame, but Ilive a new monument of rich Mer- 
cy; I beg I may-live an Inſtrument of thy Glo- 
ry, and that a walking in newneſs of life may 
be a ſatisfying Evidence I love God, and am be- 
2 by him, and am indeed born intd his King- 
om. | ZR 

Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed and praiſed be thy 
Goodneſs, O thou Preſerver of Man, who haſt: re- 
deemed my life from Deſtruction ; Thou killeſt, 
and thou makeſt alive; it is of thy Mercies I 
am not gone down into Silence, and becauſe thy 
Compaſſions fail not, that I am out of Hell. 

I defire not only to offer thee my private 
Praiſes, but to go into thine own Houſe, in the 
multitude of thy tender Mercies, and in Publick 
pay my Vows unto thee, the God of my life. 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, all that 1s with- 
in me bleſs his holy Name, who has not turned 

away my Prayer from him, nor his Mercy from 

me. | 7 5 

O Father of Mercies, and Fountain of Grace 
thoroughly take away mine iniquity, and purge 
away all my Sin; withdraw my Heart more and 
more from all the ſenſual Vanities and Pleaſures 
of this World; cauſe me to flee every Touthful 
Lu, and by following after Righteouſneſs, Fi- 
delity, and Charity, may I ſeek a portion in du- 
rable Enjoyments. „„ | 
Teach me, by this affliction, to put a due Va- 

lue upon Health, Strength, Time, Liberty, Eaſe, | 
Plenty, and eſpecially on Seaſons for Spiritual | 
Improvement, that I may ſo uſe them all as 
ſenſible, my Days are as a Shadow, and that I} 
have no Continuance-here. | 
Aſſiſt me to ſerve thee with Unchangable Love 
and Obedience in all the future Changes of my 
Life; and when Death comes in Earneſt, make 
me both fit to die, and willing to die, and make 
| < | me 


* 
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er- me bleſſed in, and aſter Death, by taking me 
lo- into thine Immediate Preſence, where I may 
ay eat of the Tree of Life, and Live for ever; thro? 
be- fleſus Chriſt, I offer up theſe Praiſes to thee the 
ng⸗ Father, to whom be Glory for ever. Amen. 


2 


re- IX. A PRAYER for the uſe of a Son, or 3 
elt, F DauvohrER of a Religions Family. | 
es] NF | TE >. - f 
thy T Ver bleſſed, moſt good and gracious God; Nl. Hege. 


L my God, and my Father in Chriſt Jeſus; 
"ate Thou haſt bound me to be thine by a Courſe of 
the F Innumerable Mercies and Bleſſings. In all hum- 
lick ble Thankfulneſs I fall down on my Knees be- 
>, | fore thee, adoring thy Creating Skill and Provi- 
ith- dential Care employ'd about me. When I look 
ned over my whole Being, and ſee what a Creature 
rom | I am, how fearfully and wonderfully I am made, 
what noble Powers I poſſeſs, I reverence the 
ace Hand which made me. | — 
urge And when I review the ſtate of my Birth, and 
and every ſcene of Life ſince, with the Uninterrupt- 
ures ed Train of Favours I have enjoy'd, pertaining 
bful both to this Life and a better, Iam ftruck with 
Fi- Wonder, that ſo inconſiderable and worthleſs a 
du- Sinner ſhould be the Object of ſo much Care. 
| When I look round me, J fee numberleſs Chil- 
Va- # dren born of, and bred up under Parents as Iguo- 
aſe, rant and as wicked as ſo many Pagans, where 
tual M they ſee and hear nothing but the horrid ſRapes 
I as of Sin, and the ſounds of Impiety. I pity the 
at 1 Lot of theſe poor Creatures, brought forth and 
brought up in the Habitations of Darkneſs, where 
.ove are no marks of the Fear of God, no means of 
my F coming to the knowledge of Chriſt. How un- 
nakeW ſearchable are thy Judgments, O God, thy ways 
nake are paſt finding out. „„ 
me OT: | | 5 How © 
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16 The Twg CHRISTIANS. 

How Senſibly ſhould my Heart be affected with 
my own Happy State! Why was not I made a 
deformed Toad, or a contemptible Worm? Why 
not ſtifled in the Womb, or ſtrangled in the 
Birth ?. Why did the Knees prevent me, and the 
Breaſts give me Suck? I might have been a 
Mis-ſhapen Monſter, or a Thoughtleſs Idiot; 


HBleſſed be thy Goodneſs, I am what I am. I 
might have fallen into the Lot of one of yonder 


untaught wicked Children, but in thy Love and 
Mercy thou haſt ordained better for me. | 

How happy haſt thou made me in the Bleſl- 
ings of my Birth and Education! My Parents 
firſt great Care was to Dedicate me to thee ; and 


I om witneſchow religiouſly they have kept their 
Vows then made on my behalf; may I not be 
a witneſs againſt my ſelf; J have ſeen nothing in 


my Father's Houſe but the daily images of Love, 
Truth, Righteouſneſs, Peace; Goodneſs appear- 


ing in all their Behaviour, How early was I 


taught to know thee, my Creator; what Pains 
have my Parents taken to. make me Wiſe and Ho- 
Iy ! How affectionately has my good Father pray'd 
for me many a time, and how Solicitous nas my 
tender Mother been for my welfare in both 

Worlds; What an Example have they been be- 


fore me, and how numerous Advantages have 


flowed to me through their Miniſtry and 


' Love. 


I am under an everlaſting Debt of Praiſe and 
Gratitude to thee, O Great Ruler of the World, 
and Lover of Souls: for all this Grace, I can- 
not Sin at a cheap rate under ſuch Light, 


nor can | eaſily Periſh amidſt ſo much mercy. 


Pardon, O God, my Ingratitude, and the ill 
returns I have made both to thee and them 
And enable and incline me to conform more to the 
fpirit and life of my Dear Lord, whom my roy 

; . 1 of N A 


” 
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5 and Miniſters have ſo oſten ſet before me as my X. haller. 
5 hief Pattern: O that! could more reſemble his 
15 Nunſpotted Purity, his condeſcending Humility, his 


tender Charity, his Mildneſs, and Prudence, his 
Truſt in God, and Reſignation to the Divine 
will, his Forgiveneſs of Enemies, his Patience 


t . under Reproach and Pain, his Peaceable and 
* Contented Spirit, his Acknowledging thee in all 


nd things, and ever Seeking thy Honour, 
Make me ſo in love with theſe divine Vir- 
12 tues, that the image of them may be: more and 
more form'd in my Heart; and keep me under 
nd ; fuch a religious ſenſe of things, that I may paſs 
through the Future Periods of my Life in a ne- 
be ver- ceaſing Love to thee, and in a Holy Compo - 
ſure and Tranquility of mind ariſing ſrom a ſenſe 


e of thy Love 10 me, till 1 come to live with thee, 
7 1 2 — ®» | $ | ; 
- and with the Spirits of all good Men, in the pre- 


1 Fence of Jeſus Chriſt, my great and only Medi- 
ator, to whom be aſcribed the Glory of his Me- 


= diatorſhip, now and for ever. Amen. 
7d — 5 LEO | 10 | % — | - le 
th EX. A Praven fitted. to the Caſe of the Son or 
e- DabucHrTER of a Wicked Family, under 
ve . CoNvicrIioN. 8 
( k reat and Juſt God, I was conceived in Sin, - Raventage. 
ad (I and brought forth in Iniquity, and have 


d, been bred up in the Tents of Wickedneſs, where 
n- God was not known and worſhipped, where 
it, © Chriſt was not named: I Lament my un- 
y. happy Lot, but IT aſcribe Righteouſneſs to my Ma- 
11 ler, who cannot wrong any of his Creatures, that 
15 they ſnou'd enter into Fudgment with thee; far 
he be it from God, the infinitely great and good 
ts God, that he ſnou'd do Vickedneſs, and from the 
ad Almighty, that he ſhou'd commit In ĩq uit. 

, 34. 0. 1 8 1 might 


o 
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1 might have been brought forth and train'd 
up in a worſe place, and under more diſadvan- 
tages; nor have I attended as I ought to the ſe- 
veral kind Notices God has many times and ma- 
ny ways given me, in order to lead me out of 
Darkneſs into Light. FC 
But at Length the Kindneſs and Love of God 
my Saviour has appeared wonderfully to me; 
Thou haſt pitied a periſhing Sinner and bid me 
live; thou haſt broke in upon my dark Mind with 
light, thy love has open'd and conquered my Heart; 
thou haſt raiſed ine up to glorious Hopes by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and directed my Thoughts immediat- 
ly to thy ſell. 7 : 5 
I bleſs thee, with all my Soul, for this ſurpri- 
ſing grace, that Ja Branch of a Dead Tree ſnou d 
be grafted into the True Vine, taken from the 
Vaſte and planted in the Garden of the Lord 
How marvellous ſhou'd this be in my Eyes! I 
find I am not the ſame I was a few Months ago; 
I hope thou haſt begun in me a ſaving change, 
O leave not the Work unfiniſhed. ; 

I bleſs God I ever ſaw the Face, and was 
brought into the acquaintance of Him whom 
thou haſt made thy inſtrument for my Everlaſt- 
ing good; Employ. the ſame, or other methods 
as inſtruments to confirm me in a Sincere and 
Faithfull Obedience to thee all my days. And 
I beg, O gracious God, that J or ſome other hand, 
may become a bleſſed means of reforming and 
laving the Family I ſprung from: Shew mercy | 
to my Poor blind Parents, pity my Brothers and | 
- Siſters in their wretched condition of Blindneſs, | 


= 


7 % 
> % 


Here you may name Maſter, Miſtriſs, Miniſ- 
ter, Companion, Sermon, Book — or what- | 
ever God has made a means of Conviction. 


——— — 
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that they may not go on in Ignorance and Guilt, 
and periſh for ever. Give me a tender concern 


for their everlaſting welfare, and move me to do 
all I am able to promote it, in teſtimony of the 
Z thankful ſenſe J have of thine adorable Grace 
 Eſhewed to my ſelf. | 


And now, O God, the Fountain of Grace, 


and the Father of Spirits, I do this day dedi- 

cate my ſelf to thy ſervice, and beg thine ac- 
T ceptance of me; with a Hnitent Heart I con- 
fels all my paſt Sin and Folly , with Trembling 


I look back cn my paſt danger; and with Shame 
conſider what a Stupid, Senſeleſs Creature I have 
been; but as thou haſt found me when T ſought 


- | thee not, my hope is in the ſame Everlaſting 


ſpring of Grace, that thou wilt not retuſe me, 
now I feek the. | | 


As thou haſt born with meg wonderful pati- | 


ence, during my time of Ignorance and Rebel- 


lion; now Treturn to thee, reject me not; I deſire 


Mercy on no other but Goſpel Terms, that I for- 


ſake all my Iniquity, and live. Soberly, Righte- 
ouſly and Godly hereafter; and I pray to be ſet- 


tled in this Holy Diſpoſitzon, that I may never 

forfeit thy Friendſhip, nor break off from thy Ser- 

vice. e | | | 
Cheriſh in me every Sincere Motion toward 

thy ſelf, and fill 

neſs for thine infinite Grace in ſending down 


8 Chriſt Jeſus into the World to fave ſuch a Sin- 


ner as I am; thy Loye 1s ſtrangely great, it 


Sin and Death; find out a way for their Eſcape, 


Sat deci 


me with Joy and Thankful- 


paſſeth all my Comprehenſion ; it conſtrains me 


to be thine. 8 
And as with Deliberation of thought, and full 


| Conſent of Will and Heart, I offer my ſelf to 


thee, I beg I may never contradict this my Act 
and Deed, nor in Praiſe diſown and deny theſe 
Profeflons. © + Da. <a 


1 may always go out of thy Pre 


. 5 


S 
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As I proteſt againſt, and in my ſerious Judg- 
ment condemn every Sin, preferve in me a 
conſtant Remembrance of my Obligation and 
Covenant, and at what a coſtly rate J was re- 


deemed from Iniquity, that I may never Sin 


more. 1 | | N 
I dare not as Pardon, but on condition of a 
new life; I dare not hope for Immortality, but 


buy a ſteadfaſt continuance in well doing; I beg 


therefore that the Holy Affection and Diſpoſiti- 
on thou haſt wrought in me, may prove a new 
Nature in me, and be my conſtant Temper, that 
my whole practiſe may be ſerious, and my whole 
life fill'd up with Actions of chearful Obedi- 
ence to thee my God. 1 
Aſſiſt my daily converſes with 0 ſelf, that 
ence with a 

greater Reliſh of Piety, and a mind more bent 
towards Heavenly Qbje&s. Keep me in the 
Right Mind into which I am brought, may I 
always be guided by thy will, and governed by 
thy Spirit, and place my Happineſs in thy Fa- 


vour, whoſe deſign in all thy Revelations is, 


to make us Happy, by making us Holy. 

And having kept me from Backſliding, and 
having delivered me from every Suare, and e- 
very Evil Work, preſerve me to thy Heavenly 
Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shep- 


herd of the Sheep, who through. the Blood of 


the Everlaſting Covenant is Riſen and Aſ- 
cended to be our . Advocate Above, 
To whom be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


—— . —— — 


XI. The PRAYER of a Youru at School. 


9 


"1 Reat God! thou Fountain of all Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, I am a poor, empty, ig- 


7 


. * 


me under Tutors and Governours to 


veals th 5 
Will to do all thy Pleaſure; Make me Thank 
ful I ever became acquainted with that Bleſſed 
Book, | 
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norant Creature, who come to thee to be made 
Viſe now in the Days of my Youth, that I may 
lay in a good Foundatiqn againſt Time to come. 


And ſeeing my * Father has put 7 * Parents 
„ A 
direct and aſſiſt my Studies, and to overlook 
and guard my Ways, open thou my Mind, en- 
large my Underſtanding, that I may take in 
the Beginnings of Knowledge; Make me a Lo- 
ver of Truth and Viſdom, and of all the means 
for finding this Treaſure; Make me attentive to 


my Teachers, and very willing to be taught, 
and cauſe me to make that deſirable Progreſs in 
Learning whatever is vſeful, which ſhall anſwer 


the Care and Love of my Parents. 

When I am out of my Father's. Houſe and 
Sight, may I be the Care of my great Father 
in Heaven, and behave as always ſeen by thee ; 
Be thou my continual Friend, and proſper all 
my Endeavours. 


In reading thy Scriptures open my Eyei to See 


and underſtand the Wonders revealed there; 
Incline my Heart to love my Bible, which re- 
Love to me in Chriſt; And bend my 


* 


Keep me from mis-ſpending my Thoughts and 


Time in reading Idle and Fooliſh Books, but may 


I delight chiefly in ſuch Books as teach me 
the beſt Knowledge, and which direct me beſt 
in à Virtuous Life. ' . © 25 . l 
Keep me from abuſing my Per, and defiling 
my Hand in Writing uſeleſs and Hurtful Stuff, 
which. will corrupt my Fancy, and ſpoil my Re- 
lih of better Things 1 
And may my skill in Arithmetick be devoted te 
the Numbering my Sins, my Mercies, my Days, 
in the moſt profitable Manner. I pray 


A 
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I pray I may never take Pleaſure in Filthy 
and Impure Songs, but rather make Sacred and 
Edifying Hymns my Joy, and the Employment 
of my Tongue; Awake my Glory! Awake to 
Sing God's Praiſe! 5 . 
Reſtrain me from the Love of hurtful Sports, 
and from mis-ſpending an Exceſs of Time in 
lawful ones; May all my Diverſions be innocent 
and uſeful, and tend. to the Health of my Body, 
and to refreſh my Mind, and fit me for cloſer 
Studies. 
Incline me, O God to chooſe the moſt Sober 
and Virtuous Youths for my Companions, both 
at Study and , at Play, as far as I am able; 
And may I never chooſe wicked Play-Fellows, - 
left J learn. their ways, and periſh with them. 
As I am growing up every Year, in Bodily 
Stature, make me deſirous after inward Growth 
in all Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that my Soul may 
be in Health, and Proſper as my Body doth. 
Make me Loving and Peaceful amongſt my 
School-Fellows, may I never hurt or injure any 
of them, but be always ready to do them good. 
Succeed my Maſter in all his Labours, pro- 
tect and bleſs our School; preſerve me in all 
my ways, coming from and returning to my Fa- 
ther's Houſe, — 
Communicate to me that true Knowledge and 
Grace which ſhall raiſe me above a Fondneſs 
for Fine Cloths, or any Childiſh Vanities; And 
make me thankful I have Parents, who provide for 
me Books, Cloathing, Fuel, Teaching, and ma- 
ny other good things, which numbers of Children 
want. 1 5 | 
I pray God wou'd Mercifully ſpare my Fa- 
ther and Mother, take Care of my Brothers 
Sc. — And bleſs all Schools where Youth 
are tram'd up in Learning and Piety, that 
| 0 
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great Numbers may be ſent forth to adorn 
and improve the Nation by their Labours and 


I Example, that Chriſtian Knowledge may ſpread 


and Religion grow, and God in all things be 


YT Glorified, through Jeſus Chriſt, To whom be 


Glory for ever. Amen. 


XII. The PRAVER of a Yourn preparing to go 
into an Apprenticeſhip. 


| Reat God! Thou art the Supreme Lord 


of the World, the Governour of all Af- 
fairs, and the Diſpoſer of all the Families of 
the Earth, who canſt never err in any thing 


thou doſt, nor fail in any thing thou deſign- 
eſt; To thee I come to ask Direction for my 
ſelf and my Father and Friends as to my fu- 


ture Diſpoſal. I am going out into a wide and 


wicked World, where innumerable Snares will 


ſurround me, in the midſt of which I cannot 


be Safe a moment without thy Protection, nor 
Succeed in any Buſineſs without thy Bleſſing. © 


Under the Influence of this Belief I wou'd 
truft in the Lord with all my Heart, and not 


lean to my own Underſtanding. , In all mp 
ways I deſire to acknowledge God, and hope 
he will direct my Paths. 5 


Impart unto me, O Father, that Wiſdom 


which ſhall preſerve me, and that Diſcretion 


which ſhall keep me wherever I go. In all 


* Dangers, and in all Places I would commit my 


ſelf and my works to the Lord. | 


It is not in Man, much leſs in me, who am | 
a Child, to direct my own way, but I hope 


that through thy Wiſe and Good Providence, 


which is over all thy Works, I ſhall be diſ- 
poſed of into a Family where God is m_—_ and 
ET. on 1. rved, 


* = Y - — The Toung. * H R I 8 FA N 2 
Wit ſerved, and where I may enjoy the happy Li- 
ES berty of retiring every Day a little from the 
Thoughts and Buſineſs ot this World to con- 
vVverſe with thee, my Heavenly Father. 
1 I I: lament my paſt neglects, and my under- 
valuing the Advantages of my Father's Houſe, 
and retolve with divine Aſſiſtance, to make a 
wiſer uſe of coming Time. TEL 


2 


I beg 1 may meet with Companions who will 
be helpful to me- in the ways of Virtue, and 
never chooſe to keep Company with Fooliſh 
and Wicked Youths, who wou'd tempt me to 
ruin my Soul. 8 | 

Lead me into the Choice of ſach Buſineſs as 
will beſt fit my Capacity, my Temper, and 
my Strength, and in the management of which, 

I may beſt ſerve my Generation according to 
i,, „%% — 

Make me ſerious in attending the Miniſtry 
under which I ſhall be placed, and God Grant that 
from time to time I may hear ſuch a word as ſhall 
do my Soul good, and 'tend to my Salvation. 

As to whatevgr ſhall befal me during the Time 
of my Apprenticeſhip, I ſubmit myſelf to thine 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs; without whoſe 
notice and will, not the ſmalleſt Creature falls 
to the ground and periſhes, and who, I truft, 

wilt never forſake any of thy Children. = 

But wherever I am placed, I beg, through 

_ Chriſt, to be indued with that Conſideration, 
Integrity and Diligence, that I may acquit my 
ſelf a Faithful Servant to my Earthly Mafter, 
and never, by any Temptation, be drawn to 
do him the leaſt wrong. 8 
Amongſt the whole Family, and in all Com- 
pany, may I behave with ſuch Innocence and 
Love, Witdom and Prudence, as to obtain Fa- 
vour in the ſight of God and Man. 


Creature, 
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Soul- 


Frame of Mind, and be aſſiſted, by bis Spirit, 
under all my Weakneſſes and Negligence, 
inſpired with the beſt Inclinations and 


and 


Thoughts, and led into a Life of Obedience, 


Peace and Joy, that I may at laſt receive that 


Approbation of my Great 
ood and faithful Servant, thon haſt been faith- 
over a few Things, now will I make thee 
| Ruler over many things, enter into the Joy 
beg through him who loved 


thy Lord.” Which I 8 
to whom be Glory ſor 


me and died for me, 
ever and ever. Amen, 


O Moft merciful Father, moſt wiſe Gover- 
1 


prenticeſbip, 


after * Well done, 


XIII. The PRAYER f a Youno Man in bis Ape 


nour, and righteous Judge -of the World ! 


Thou haſt made of one Blood all Nations who 
dwell on the Face of the whole Earth. They 
are all one great Family, under thine Eye and 
Care, and equally thine Off- ſpring: Thou de- 
termineſt their Times, and appointeſt the Bounds 


of their Habitation; And as thou Knoweſt how 


to order all Things wiſely, ſo thou þaſft promiſ- 
ed to order all for the Beſt to thy own Chil- 
dren who Love and ſerve thee. „ 
With Thankfulneſs 1 acknowledge thou haſt 

already done many great and gracious Things 
for me, and haſt made F. hope for more; I wou d 


call 


PIE? | 


of 


 -, 23. x3 X | 
' 1 owe my ſelf to thee, O God, as I am thy 8 
and as I am a Cbriſtian, and deſire 
to ſerve thee according to the Golpel of thy 
Son; for whom T bleſs thee with al zou 
As he was ſent down to be my Teacher E 
YZ ample and Saviour, may I grow more and more 
like him, be kept up, by bis Word, in a Serious 
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call upon all the Powers of my Soul to Re- 
verence thy Majeſty and Greatneſs, to Submit 
to thy Juſt Dominion, to Adore thine Unſearch- 
able Wiſdom, to Love thine Infinite Goodneſs, 

to Truſt in thy Univerſal Providence, to Acquieſe 
in thy Diſpoſals, and to Obey all thy Commands. 

; As thou art too Great to delight in hurting 
or grieving any of thy Creatures, I hope it is 

a Diſpoſition of Wiſdom and Goodneſs that I 

am Planted here; And that this Settlement for a 

few Years will, if I am not wanting to my ſelf, 


tend to my future Advantage. . 
As I am Bound, may I not grow uneaſy with 
my Bonds, and impatient to be Free; but ſet my 
ſelfwithall Fidelity and Chearfulneſs to diſcharge 
the Duties of my new Station, that when the time 
of Freedom comes, I may leave it with a good Con- 
ſcience, and receive from Others a good Teſtimo- 
y in my Behalf. 925 | 
Though I have not all the N f and 
Advantages of my Father's Houſe; help me to 
be thankful my Bleſſings are ſo many, and my 
Hardſhips ſo few. Ff 
It is my great Grief ſo much of my Time 
hath run Vaſte, when I ſhou'd have been layin 
in a Fund of Thovghttulneſs, Wiſdom, an 
Grace to prepare me for Trials and Difficul- 
ties. . | = 5 
But I hope thy Gracious Aſſiſtance, O Bounti- 
ful God! will be ſufficient for me; I beg of thee, 
who never art weary of doing good, that I may 
in all Buſineſs be found Faithful, and cauſe my 
Mafier's Buſmeſs to proſper in my Hand; By a 
Wile, an In-offenſive, a Sweet and Kind Tem- 
per and Behaviour may I win the Love of all 
the Houſe; and by the Practiſe of Truth, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Goodneſs, Humility, and all the Branch- 
es of a Holy Life may I bring down the _ 


1e 


— tw# 
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11 ſing of God upon my Self x Make me Aa Bleſſing 


to this Family, and the Family a Bleſſing to me: 
Incline the Heart of my Maſter at all times 
to treat me with Juſtice and Kindneſs, + . 
Preſerve me from the Temptations and Dan- 
gers which attend my Station and Company, 
and make me a Companion of thoſe who (par 
thy Name, | _ 51 0” 
Under a firm Belief of thy Univerſal Pre- 


ſence, I commend to thee my Father's Houſe; I 


bleſs thee, O God, for all the Mercies I enjoy*d 
there; and beg that all the Guilt I there con- 
tracted, all my Idleneſs, Diſobedience, Wilful- 
neſs, and Refuſing of Inſtruction, may be blotted 
out: May the Family be a Seat of Religion, 


and my Father and Mother &c,— be perpetual- 


ly thy Care. | 

Dwell, I beſeech thee, in this Houſe, where my 
Lot is caſt; I beg I may at all times contri- 
bute my poor Share to bring down thy gracious 
Preſence under this Roof. FE 


Give moderate Succeſs to all our Labours, and 
while I am buſy in gaining the Arts of the pre- 


ſent Life, may I not 32 7 the Art of prepa- 


ring for Life eternal. Lift up my Theughts to 
Heaven; Sanctify my Underſtanding, that 1 may 
know God and Jeſus Chriſt; rectify my Fudg- 
ment of the worth of Things; purify all my Af- 
fections, that I may Love moſt the Nobleſt Ob- 
jects; ſtrengthen my Memory, that IJ may re- 
member the Precepts of Wiſdom I have learn'd; 
over- rule my Vill to make Choice of the Beſt 


Part, which ſhall never be taken from me; help 


me ſo to govern my Senſes and Appetites, that 
they may none of them be Inſtruments of Sin; 
and ſo to order my Converſation, as to adorn the 


Doctrine of God my Saviour by all my Actions. 
; E 2 1 -. 


wit 28 The Twoyg CHRISTIANS 
4/88 Fit me, O Father for bearing with ſubmiſſion * 
Wil: all Diſiculties and Croſſes, and aſſiſt me to va- 
1 lue and improve all Advantages for doing well 
1 now and for ever. VF 
Ws. May I never grow weary of Converſing with ä 
1 thee, or of doing good to Others, but perſevere in 
Wil} fache of Eternal Life, which Chriſt m . 
. teous Judge will give to all thoſe who hope for 
. Ti his Appearing. In whoſe Name and Words J 
111 farther pray. Our Father, who art in Heaven 
| 5 XIV. The Praver of a Poor Servant 
Wl . = O oft High, moſt Juſt and Wiſe God! 
. . - Thou appointeſt the Lot and Condition 
1 of all Creatures; Thou makeſt Poor, and makeſt 
5 Rich at thy Pleaſure, bringeft low ſome Families, 


and raiſeſt up Others; I adore thy wiſe Diſps- 
ſals, I ſubmit to thy Righteous Hand, I believe 
thy kind Intentions, that we are all put into 
the State that is moſt ſuitable for us; I am now 
in one of the loweff Conditions of Life, but not 
too Low for thy Regard; Look down, O Mer- 
ciful Father, upon thy poor Creature ſeeking thy 
Favour. . „ 1 OS, | 
As there is uo reſpedt of Ferſons with thee, I 
hope ſo mean an -Offering as I bring may be 
accepted with thee, who refuſeſt none who fear 
WF thee and work Righteouſneſs before thee, 
|: "nn I wov'd be far from complaining of my Con- 
. Id dition, or encouraging an uneaſy and murmuring 
1 Temper, my State is good, far better than I de- 
ſerve; and I ask Forgiveneſs that I have been 
179 fo Unthankful and Uatruitful amidſt Undeſers 
| 3 ; . ved Mercies. 355 „ K ta hob 6 $40 WAI ES 
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the Lord Ch 5 
Saviour, and obtain an Huheritance in Heaven, 
Give me, O my God, a penitent ſenſe of all 
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1 wou'd not envy Thoſe above me, but de- 
ſire quietly and humbly to bear my Yoke; and 
never attempt to raiſe my Condition any other 
way than by the Virtues of the Mind, and a 
ſuitable Behaviour in all. my Actions; that I 
may be Happy in a good State of Soul, and by 
poſſeſſing the Favour of God, and the Hope of 
Heaven, even tho I remain in this low State. 

I deſire Grace chearfully to ſubmit to all thy 
wiſe Providence, who ſeeſt the State of a Servant, 
fitter for me than that of a *Maſter; give F Or 
me Health and Strength of Body, Vi. } Mifreſs 
dom and Uprightneſs of Heart and Mind, to 
fit me for all the Buſineſs of my Nlace; and a 
truſt in thy Fatherly Goodneſs to make all ſuit- 


| able Proviſion for me; and true Thankfulneſs my 


Burdens are ſo few and my Mercies fo many. 
And though my Station on Earth be never 
raiſed higher , * may I by faithſully ſerving 
rift, adorn the Religion of God my 


my paſt neglects of Duty to thy ſelf, to m 
Earthly * Maſter, and to my own Soul; 1 . 
and cauſe me with greater Care, Dili- & Miſtreſs 
| ing and Integrity to-fill up the Duties of my 
ace. | 5 
Keep me from all degrees of Unchaſtity, and 
every approach fowards it; from all diſhoneſt © - 
Thoughts and Actions, and from Indecent ↄpeech- 
es; may I not ſerve Man with Eye Service on- 
ly, but under a Belief of the All- ſeeing Eye of 
God, and in Szngleneſs of Heart, ſtriving in all 
I do to pleaſe God. EE „„ i 
Though my *Maſter be ſometimes 7 *0- 
froward, let not this proveke me to any 2 Mifre/.. 


pathonate Tempers, or any unbecoming Anſwers, 


3 


to any diſ. reſpectſul Actions, or any negleR, of | 
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Let the Conſideration, that my Great and Dear 
Saviour, the Lord Jeſus, became a Servant, and 
made himſelf poor and of no reputation for my 
ſake, reconcile me to this, and to a worſe Con- 


dition, if God ſee fit to bring me into it. 


Help me to redeem Time for Reading, Hear- 


a ing and Prayer for the good of my precious 


ä 1 e 
May I never keep idle and wicked Company, 
who would tempt me into Sin, but always a- 
void the very appearance of Evil, _ 

Give me thy Holy Spirit, by whoſe Aſſiſtance 


| 1 may fo live now in this. World, as to be Rich 
and Happy in Heaven for ever, through my Mer- 


citul Redeemer, whom I defire to love and ſerve 
and live with, and to whom be Praife for his 
Redeeming Love, now and for ever. Amen. 


XV. The PRAYER of a YOUNG Man ſetting up | 
Moft alorious God, the High Poſſeſſor of 
Heaven, whoſe Greatneſs is above all our 


Thoughts, whoſe Goodneſs has no Bounds, but 


| what thy Wiſdom gives to it, and whoſe uner- 


nne 


pn Hands, | 


ring Providence is over all thy Works! In a full 
perſwaſion of thine infinite Charity and Kind- 
neſs to Sinners I make my. ſupplication to thee. 

J am now entering on a nem Period of Life, and 
a new and important Scene of Buſineſs; J fee a 


Thouſand Dangers and Difficulties on every ſide 


me, and ſhould be afraid of venturing one ſtep 
into the World, had I not a Truft in God, whoſe 

ower and Law is the Security of . Men, 
and who haſt all Hearts, and all Succeſs in thine 


I commit 


Deſig 
ny other) and give me a Comfortable Share of 
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I commit my All in the World to thee, O 


Father in Heaven; I own it is not in my pow- 


er to get Wealth, and I leave it to thy Wiſdom 


what Meaſures of Succeſs to give me, begging I 
may ſtand prepar d for the 50, and the Nor ſt that | 
may befal me in Life; that I may neither grow 
Proud, Vain, and Worldly-Minded by Proſperi- 
ty, nor Dejected and Fretful under Adverſity. 


Keep up in my Heart an Habitual Senſe of 


the Uncertainty of this World's Enjoyments, and 


how unfit they are to be made my Chief Good 
I hope I ſhall never count them ſo, nor ſo eager- 
ly Seen them, dearly Love them, or ſo ill bear 
the loſs of them; as if they were my All. 

If thou pleafeſt to proſper my juſt and worthy 
and God forbid I ſhould ever form a- 


the good Things of Life, it is my 5 to 
Conſecrate my Gains unto the Lord, to Honour 
God with my Subſtance, to uſe the World as a 


World paſing away, and fo expend my Riches 


as to prepare for my ſelf Everlaſting Habitati- 


ens. „ | re 
I appeal to thee, O God, who knoweſt my 


Heart, that I defire to ſet out in the World up- 


Jon 1 of Truth and Integrity, Diligence 


and Fidelity, Truſt in God, Good-will to Man- 
kind, and Charity towards all whom it js · in my 
power to Help. . CS 
_ Cheriſh, O my God, theſe little and young 
Beginnings of Grace and Goodneſs in me, and 
may I conftantly endeavour after larger Mea- 
ſures, which may for ever ſecure me from Med- 
dling with any Unrightcous Gains, from all Ly- 
ing, Fraud, and every Vile Unworthy Art, | 

However I am dealt with by others, let that 


Uprightneſs, in which thou haſt Pleaſure, preſerve 
me from returning Evil for Evil. Fo 


Fortify 
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. - Fortify my Breaſt with all Chriſtian Virtue, 
that I may receive Affronts, Injuries and all ſorts 
of unkind or unfair Uſage from a wicked World, 
With a wiſe and calm Tempfer. 
Though I muſt Converſe with all forts, may 

| the Companions of my Choice be Wiſe and Sober; 
And when J am led by Buſineſs into worſe Com- 
pany, Enable me to reſiſt the Temptations I 


L j hall there meet with, and to be an Example of a 
= |: ſtrict and regular Behaviour. Preſerve me from all 
Degrees of Intemperance, from all impure Ideas, 

1 | | | . 

1 all unchaſte Deſires, and every approach to Sin, 

"i | Call up my beft Aﬀetions towards thy ſelf, 

FE} that whenever Sickneſs and Death come, they 

=_=_ may never find me in a Worldly Mind, or over- 
'' Charged with the Cares of this Life. 


Diſpoſe me at all times to Me Bu £ 55 
Soul, redeem'd by the Blood of Chriſt, which de- 
ſerves my chief Care; in order to ſecure which, 
may I be chiefly. Studious to pleaſe thee, my 
God, in all the Actions of an Innocent, Uſe- 
ful, Holy Life; that having ſerved God in Juſ- 
tice and Charity, in Temperance and Sobriety 
in Meekneſs and Humility, in Patience and 
Contentedneſs, and in Continual Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings, I may at laſt find thy gracious 
rr 5 
I Lament all the Vanities and Follies of my 
Childhood and Youth; I beg Forgiveneſs of 
my paſt Sins, that I may carry my old Guilt 
with me no longer. Make me more watchful 
in future Life, and in the way of Repentance 
and Sincere Obedience, may I find Mercy now, 
and in the Day of our Lord _ Now unto 
him who is of Power to eſtabliſh me, according 
to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, to God only 
wiſe be Glory through Jeſus Chriſt for ever. 


Amen. : 
. 5 XVI. 
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XVI. Te Praver of 4 YounG Perſon going, 
RP een apart fora 2 oo br 
FN Bleſſed God! Thou lookeſt down from Hea+ 
1 ven and beholdeſt the Sons of Men, from 
the Place of thy Habitation, Thou conſidereſt all 
the Inhabitants of the Earth: No Creature is e- 
ver ont of thy ſight, who art alike prefent in 
all Places, filling Heaven and Earth with thy 
Glory: Though thou haſt the Care of the whole 
Univerſe thou ſainteſt not, neither art weary; It 
is as eaſy! for thee, the infinite Creator and Go- 
vernour of all Things to watch over and pro- 
vide for all the World, as if thou hadſt but one 
Creature to take Care c. 
- To thee, therefore, with Confidence and Hope, 
1 commit and commend my ſelf, begging: a 
Share in thy good Providence during 4 & 1 am 
the whole DM nuns T have in View, 2% „ 
As I, have often, and I hope Sincerely made 
an Oblation of my ſelf to thee, I do now re- 
new that Dedication of my whole ſelf, Body, 
Soul and Spirit, to be both the Object of thy 
_ Care and thy Servant for ever. 5 
And as thou haſt been my continual Preſerver 
hitherto, to the ſame merciful Providence of my 
Heavenly Father I now again reſign my whols 
Intereſt, my Perſon, my Buſineſs, my Friends, 
| begging thou wilt be my Shield, my Defence, 
my exceeding great Reward, May I Travel un- 
der. the: Shadow of the Almighty, and under 
the Miniſterial Care-of good Angels, that no E- 
vil may happen to me. Pult my ſelf with thee, 
whoſe Power, and whoſe Eye 'are every where, 
for Protection Night and Day. I am ſenſible 
it is not in Man to direct his own Steps, but I 
hope Thou, who over-ruleſt the Motions and In- 
Clinations of all - wilt direct me in 
8 e 0k hy 
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the 3 ſhovld go, that I may fall into 
no wicked Hands, nor become a Prey to Men 
of Injuſtice and Violence; Yet if this ſhould be 
my Lot, and that Harm befal my Body, and I 
loſe any of my Worldly Subſtance, keep, I 
pray thee, my Soul from Sin at preſent, an 
{ave it in the Day of the Lord Jeſus; nor let 
the Unmerciful Dealings of Others, hinder mne 
from delighting in Mercy, which is ſo much thy 
Delight. Make me Submiſive to all thy Father- 
1y Convictions ready to forgive Injuries, and un- 
ready to ſeck Revenge for any Affronts I may 
meet with. e A 
As I hope my Intentions in this Journey, 
and in all Buſineſs, are ſincerely upright; may 
J alſo be ſtrictly Juſt and Equal in all my A@:- 
ons, yea may it be the Joy of my Soul to be 
Righteous, as thou, Lord, art Righteous, Merci- 
ful, as thou art Merciful, and Holy, as thou art 
Hol. „ HI E 
| And in order, the better to perform every 
Duty in every Time and Place, enable me 
chtarfully to deny my Senſes and Appetites of 


U 


all Sinful. Gratifications, and to be all the Day 


Jong under the Government of Principles of 
Truth and Virtue, Reaſon and Religion. Aſ⸗ 
ſiſt me in a wiſe and pious Manner to improve 
all Occurrences in my way; and preſerve me 
from Company which may be any way injuri- 


ous to me; but if I fall into Looſe and Vici- | 


ous Company, may I be fo far from Conforming 
to their wicked Cuſtoms, as rather by an innocent 
Behaviour and words of Wiſdom and Sobriety 


7 


to reprove them. 2 5 | 
As JL am ever under thine Eye, I beg I may 
Live ever as in thy Sight, poſſeſſing my Soul 
with an Habitual ſenſe of thy Preſence, and 
ceunting my ſelf happy in nothing m4 
MH : | | ware, 
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Care, thy Love and Favour, and the ſolid ratio- 
nal Hope of eternal Life. e 
And the more ſenſible I am of the Frailty 
of my Bod) and the Uncertainty of all Enjoy-' 
ments, and all Succeſſes here, I deſire to be the 
more Solicitous about my Soul, to be enrich'd 
with all thoſe Virtues and Graces, which will 
make my Fruit to be unto Holineſs, and my 
End everlafing Li. 7 ED OM 
In Caſe all Things ſhou'd proſper well with 
me, that I be in Health and my Affairs proſper, : 
yet ſuffer not my Soul to fink deep into the Love 
of this World; but raiſe up. my Heart to love 
and ſeek thoſe great Poſſeſſions Chriſt my Lord, 
7 _ purchaſed, which will yeild eternal Plea- 
ure, 1 85 W 
In every Station of Life may I be fo wiſe 
as to prepare for my ſelf Bags that wax not old, 
_ Treaſures that endure, and Friends who never 
die; and indue my Soul with all thoſe divine 
Qualities which will fit me for that Company 
above, who will receive me into everlaſting . 
Habitations, where J ſhall ever be with my Maſ- 
ter and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Glo- 
" xy for eves- dn. { 


” 
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XVII. The Thankſgiving PRAYER of a YouNs 
Perſon returning Home from a JouRNev, 


OA and moſt Merciful God! who art 
daily loading Men with Mercies; Thou 
haſt already given me innumerable Pledges of 
thy Care and Love through all my Life paſt, 
and more particularly in this my laſt Journey, 
which I pray, may be ſo many Arguments with 

me for a future Tuſt in thee; and a ſubmiſſive 


„ x Waiting 
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Maitixg on all the Iſſues of thy wiſe and kind 


Providence, which is over all thy Creatures. 


As thou broughteſt meat firſt into the World, 
thou haſt hitherto kept me in it, prelerving my 


Out-goings and my Comings-in, and guarding 
my Riſings-up and my Lying-down. In an 


humble and thankſul Senſe of all thy Favour, 


and eſpecially of thy Fatherly Care over me e- 


ver ſince T went out from my Father's Houſe, 


to this moment, I kneel down before thee, and 


offer my ſelf to thee, as thy devoted Servant. 

In every Place, by Day and by Night thy 
Hand has covered me, thy Power detended nie, 

thy Viſdom directed me, thy Goodneſs provided 

' for me, and thy Truth upheld me: Adored be 

thy Majeſty for all theſe Inſtances of a kind Pro- 


vidence about me; / bat is Man, that Thou 


. fhouldſt be thus! ndful of him? What am I, that 
thy Loving Kindn?ſs ſhou'd viſit me every Morn- 


ing, and thy Faithſulneſs every Evening O that 
I cou'd, in an acceptable Manner, Praiſe the Lord 


for his Goodneſs, and for his wonderful works of 

Power and Grace to the Children of Men. 
What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his 
Benefits; that J have been preſerved in Safety 


and Health, have ſeen many of my Friends in 


Comfort, had reaſonable Succeſs in w7 Affairs, 


and am return'd in Peace to this Houſe. 


May a ſenſe of all theſe and many other Mer- 


cies Excite me to Love and to good Works, that 
I may thus teſtily my Praiſe to God, who needs 
not my Service, by kindneſs to Objects who do 


need it; that by thus bearing Fruit unto God, 1 
may walk the reſt of my Days chearfully in hope 
that God has accepted me. God forbid, that the 


ſtated uninterrupted Courſe of thy Mercies ſhou'd 
make me Jeſs Sexfible how much I am indebted 


to thee; or that I ſhou'd the Seldomer remem- 


. 
: 


ber thee, becauſe thou art always mindful of 
me. ES 8 5 
I might have Periſhed in the way by wicked 
Hands, or by a Fall from my Horſe; I might 
have been confined in an Inn amongſt Strangers, 
the Terror of Pain or of Death might have — | 
upon me at this moment; but God has been 
better to me than my Deſerts; I am return'd 
to my Habitation, my {tated Buſineſs, my Friends 
in Comfort, Bleſſed be thy Name ſor ever and 
ever. e Ph Cath 1 
Aſſiſt me, O God of my Life, and Father of 
my Mercies! to walk ſuitably to theſe Obligati- 
ons; As I receive thy Mercies with a Thankful 
Heart, I defire to uſe them Soberly and Wiſely , 
to-thy n. „ 
Prepare me to meet all future Coſſes, and to 
bear all Coming Burdeys ordained for me; make 
me Juſt in all my Dealings, though ever ſo little: 
Innocent in all my Diverſions, Frichdly in all 
Converſation, well pleaſed with the Succeſs of 
my Compamons, and the Proſperity of my Neigh- 
bours, and deſirous of the Welfare of all Men; 
eſpecially that all Young and Old, Rich ang 
Poor, may agree in Loving, Honouring, Mag- 
nifying, Serving God, and in doing good in the 
Welt 8 
I adore thee, O God, for all thy Benefits, and 
moſt of all for the Grace which brought Salvati- 
on, for the Manifeſtation of thy Son, and the 
bleſſed hope of Immortality, which he has gi- 
ven to Men by his Goſpel, and through his 
Death. 5 5 V 
I wou'd be aſhamed I have Loved, Served, 
and Imitated my Lord no more, that in all Places, 
Buſineſs and Company I» have ſo little fought his 
Glory, and the Intereſt of that Religion he came 
„„ I Go oo 1 - 
| Pardon 
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38 The own CHRISTIAN S 
Pardon all my paſt Sin, the Guilt J have con- 
tracted this Journey, either by Omiſſions or Com- 
miſſions, and accept me as a Penitent, pardon'd 
Sinner in Chriſt Jeſus who has redeemed me un- 
to God by his Blood, through whom be given to 
thee, O Father, Praiſes and Thankſgivings E- 
verlaſting. Amen. | 5 


III. The PaAYER of a SoN whoſe FATHER 


is Dead. 


FT Eavenly Father! Thou art the Father of 
: the Fatherleſs, and the Helper of the * A 
Teſs, To thee I come under a ſenſe of my deſo- 
late Condition, begging thy Fatherly Care over 
me, and Goodneſs to me. Thou wha takeſt Care 
of Birds, and Beaſts and Worms, negle& not me 
thy Child, hom thou haſt made in thy own 
- Image; receive me into thy Arms, take me into 
thy Gracious Covenant as thy own Son; And 
now that my Earthly Father 1s dead and pone, 
be thou my Father, and grant me thy Protection; 
And, by a Bleſſing on my Serious Endeavours, 
communicate to me all that Wiſdom and Vir- 
tue, that Experience and Goodneſs which may 
enable me in ſome Meaſure to ſupply my Father's 
Place. A Rn 8 
Make mea Comfort to my ſorrowful Mother, . 
a Father to my younger Brethren and Siſters, a S 
Bleſſing to the V hole Family, and the Joy of my 21 
Friends. . : „ i 
I am ſenſible of the Dangers of my State, the 
Weakneſs of my Under landing, the Imperfe&ion of | ja 
my Virtue, the Dificultzes of Buſineſs , Let thy 82 
good Spirit be with me as a Spirit of Wiſdom, | ** 


< 


j | | Counſel, Grace and Strength; Raiſe up, in thy 
_ good Providence, Friends to adviſe, dire& _ 


aſſiſt us in all our Affairs; and grant that by 
a Modeft,, Humble, Affable, Induſtrious Temper 
and Behaviour, I may obtain the Favour of all 
good Men. I +. 
Thou, O Great Creator and Lord of the U- 
niverſe, who giveſt the Beaſts their Food, and 
the young Ravens when they cry, and takeſt care 
of Sparrows, provide comfortable Food and 
Raiment and other good Things for me, for m 
Brothers —and the Whole Family; Pity theſe 
_ Fatherleſs Children, with thee may we all find 
Mercy. Give moderate Succeſs to all our Un- 
dertakings and Employments: And whether we 
have more or fewer of the Comforts of Life, may 
we all ſeek a Claim to the Bleſſings of the Goſ- 
pel, and have an everlaſting Portion in the King- 
c EET ; Fx. 
Make me an Example of all Chriſtian Duties 
and Virtues to my Brothers and Siſters; cauſe 
me to imitate the Goodneſs of my Father, Faith- 
fully to ſerve my Father's God, and to contri- 
bute, by a tender Spirit, and a Dutiful Behavi- 
our, to the Support and Comfort of my Dear 
Mother, whom I commit to thy Care. 
And as we have had a large ſhare in thy 
Goodneſs, in the midſt of our Afflictions, I wou'd 
offer thee my humble. Praiſes, and beg that I, 
and all our Houſe, may be kept from a Mur- 
muring Spirit under a dark Diſpenſation. 8 
Forgive the Sins of the Family, which may 
have provok'd thee to write Bitter Things a- 
gainſt us; Help us to keep up thy Fear, and 
the Worſhip of thee amongſt us daily, as we are 
able; and cauſe us to live in that holy Friend- 
ſhip and Love together upon Earth, that we may 
meet our Father and one another in Heaven at 
laſt, through Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhed his Blood a 
Sacrifice for our Offences, and now ever Inter- 
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cedes for us, To whom be the Glory of his Dy= bis: 
ing and Interceading Love, now and for ever. 


Amen. * 


Fl a * 2 ” aA 7 N * yr" : Z F 
* 1 8 4 4 =— FR. 8 * * REF © + 4+ x 1 : * 8 EPR tt, 
LY * "— T ** 12 


8 


whoſe Parents are Dead. 


XIX. The PRAVYER of 4 Sox or DaucuteR 


me the' Breath of Life, and madeſt me a living, 


rational, immortal Soul; Thou tookeſt me from 
my Mother's Belly, didſt feed me at her. Breaſts, 


and I have been thy Care ever ſinſſe. 
And now, by thy wiſe and juſt Order, Fa- 


ther and Mother have forſaken me, and are gone 
into the Land of Darkneſs and the Shadow of 
Death, and will return to me no more; What 


ſhall I do, if thou alſo forſake me? But my Hope 


and Truſt is in thy Mercy and Goodneſs; Thou 


who haſt. given thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſave me, 


and who haft promiſed thy Holy Spirit to me, 


if I humbly ask his Help, wilt not, I hope de- 


ny me any other and leſſer Good Things thou 


ſeeſt fit for nre. 5 3 
Be thou better to me than an Earthly Father 


* 


and Mother could be, I deſire to chooſe thee as 
my Father, and my chief Guardian; and thy 
Love and Favour as my beſt Portion, for whom 
have I in Heaven but thee, and what is there am 

1 5 i ll 


— — ꝗ—— 


— 


* Note. This Prayer may be eafily ſo altered as 
to fit a Davghter or a Son who has no Brother 


or no Siſter, or is in other relative Circumſlan- 
„ | 5 


Leſſed Lord God! By thee, I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made; Thou art He who 
faſhionedſt me in the Womb, who breathedſt into 
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all the Earth I can deſire beſides thee: As Father 
and Mother are fail'd and gone, fo this World 
will all fail me 'ere long, what then will be- 
come of me, if God be not my God. 

- Raiſe up for me Inſtructors, Benefactors and 
Friends, who will faithfully guide my Youth, and 
direct my Thoughtleſs Steps | 
IJ am deſolate, Lord look on me, and on all m 
poor forſaken Brothers and Siſters, ſupply all our 
Wants, relieve all our Miſeries out of thy rich 
Abundance. = = 

May I be taught the way to Heaven, and how to 
ſerve thee in my Youth; May I never want 

Food or Raiment, or Houſe or Bed; but if I e-* 
ver be in want, keep me from Envy or Fretful- 
neſs, from Temptations to Lie or Steal, from 
Quarrelling with thy Providence, and from the 

horrid Thoughts of Self-Deftrucion. 

1 wov'd place my Truſt in thee, my Heayen- 
iy Father, who ſeeſt the Miſery I am in; Touch 
the Hearts of ſome Chriſtians with Pity ever me, 

and my poor Brothers, &c. May their Bowel s 

Learn over us, and their Hands reach out ſome 

„ | „„ 
And for all thy Kindneſs to me, and to all 

, our Family, by whomſoever convey'd, give me 
2 ſenſible, thankful Heart; but eſpecially and 

above all, that there is a rich and bleſſed Country, 

rchaſed and prepared for me, and for all who 

— Chriſt, and wait for his Appearing: Make 
me a Partaker of thy gracious Help, that, by a 
ſober, diligent, contented, uſeful Life on Earth, 

I may grow ready for that better World above. 

I beg a tender ſenſe of the Cafe of all others, 
in like Unhappy Circumſtances with my felt : 
Behold the Signing of the Poor, hear the Cry ok 

the Needy, Succour the Fatherleſs, the Hieudleſs, 

and them who have no Helper. 8 = 
1 5 G Recays- 
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42 The ug CHRISTIANS ,, 
ERecompenſe thoſe who reach forth their Hand 
to the needy, who feed the hungry Soul, cloath 
the naked, and any way Adminiſter Comfort to 
the Deſtitute, e Wee 
Whatever become of my Body, pity my pre- 
tious Soul, fill it with the Knowledge and Love 
of thy ſelf, and with all Virtue, that after Po- 
verty, Want and Pain upon Earth, I may not 
periſh for ever in Hell; but be taken into that 
World where there is no Sorrow and Crying, no 
Want, no Pain, no Sickneſs nor Dying any more 
for ever, through Jeſus Chrift, my Redeemer and 
#Advocate. Amen, * . 
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XX. A PravER for the ſs of a Youns Man 
in Company with other Loud Men. 


ey Great and moſt Glorious God, the 8 
1 God, and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, |} *' 
look down upon a few of thy Toung Servants, met || 
in the Name of thy Son, for our Mutual Im- A 
provement in Wiſdom and Virtue, by Converſa- it 
tion with thee and with each other. | 
But how ſhall ſuch imperfe&, ſinful Creatures 


$3 . . 
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| | ſpeak unto thee, the High Poſſeſſor of Heaven Us 
bf and Earth, whoſe Greatneſs ſurpaſſes all our | ®' 
| Thoughts, whoſe Holineſs aſtoniſhes the Angels, us 
F and whoſe Juſtice is, to thy Adverſaries, a con- Pe 
j ſuming Fire. Yet in regard thy Goodneſs is e- al 
qual to thy Greatneſs, and thy Compaſtons, in . 
'F Chriſt Jeſus, reach the meaneſt of thy Creatures, II 
Ul : 5 5 We 

3 | lot 
10 — | — | 3 th 


* This Prayer is adapted to Children of a | wi 
Mean and Poor Condition, left without Fa- | th 
ther or Mother, ” | 
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we meet in Hope that with Eyes of Favour thou 
wilt behold a ſmall number of Tonng Souls proſ- 
trate before thee, defirous to be filled with fuch 
an awful Apprehenſion of thy Majeſty, as will 
be a conſtant Preſervative from Sin, and Motive 
to Piety. | „„ | 
While others are meeting in vain and fooliſh _ 
Sports, or to make Proviſion for their Luſts; we 
chooſe, from a ſenſe of Duty to thee our God, 
and from a regard to our true Intereſt, to meet, 
to read, to pray and fing, and talk on edity-: 
ing Subjects, and hope that God will Learken and 
hear, and record us in the Book of his Remem- 
brance amongſt thoſe who fear the Lord, and 
think upon his Name, that our Names may at laſt 
appear upon the Heavenly Regilter. „ 
We all deſire to be thy Servants, and when 
we open our Eyes, and ſee the numerous Obli- 
gations we are under to be thine, we cannot re- 
tuſe thee our Hearts; we ſurrender to thy Do- 
minion over us, we commit our ſelves to thoſe 
Arms of Care and Love which have been ſo long 
ſtretched out towards us, and reſolve to employ 
all our Powers in thy Service. | 2 
We magnify. thy rich Grace for bearing with 
us ſo long in our Follies and Rebellions, waiting 
over us in our Delays, and finding means to make 
us Friends after ſo many unkind Deuials on our 
Part: We hope, by thy repeated Importunities 
and affectionate Intreaties, thou haſt prevailed 
with every Heart here, to conſent to be thine, en- 
tirely the. „„ 
It is our great Grief, we have any of us ſo 
long refuſed thy Call, and have ſo oft offended 
thee, ſince we knew thee; but having' opened 
our Mouths to the Lord, and enter'd Covenant 
| with God, e purpoſe never to gaback, and pray 
| thou wouldſt always keeps us in this reſolved 
am_ „ Be 
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Be preſent with us, O God, in all our Little 


Aſemblings together; Let a Belief in God, and 
à Senſe of thy All-ſeeing Eye over-awe us at 
Prayer; Let Love of Truth and Right direct all 


our Enquiries -and true Friendlineſs govern all 


our Converſation; that none of us may envy a 
Superior, or deſpiſe an Inferior, but love and re- 


Joice in one another, as Members of 'the ſame 
Body, in which the Head cannot fay to the Feet, 


© T have no need of you” much leſs the Feet to 


tiſe of the ways of Virtue. 


the Head, © I have no need of thee,” Enlighten 
us more and more by Gefſ;el Revelations, and af- 


ſiſt us in all our laudable Purſuits after Know- 
| ledge and a Chriſtian Temper. 


Own us, Great Father! in our diſfinct Capa- 
cities; when we depart hence, and at other Times 
continue in our Minds, the holy Thoughts we dwell 
upon here; Lift up our pureſt Aﬀettzons to thy 
felf; Accompany us in all our Ways by thy wiſe 
Counſel ; Free us from all inordinate Cares a- 
bout this Life, and from all Diſfruſt of thy good 
Providence to do well for us, and from all Temp- 


_ tations into any indirect Courſes; Afliſt us all in 
the Great Arts of Self- Furniture, and Self-Go- 
bderument, Lead us into the beſt Method of im- 


proving our Minds and Hearts, and into all the 

Rules of wile Conduct. OS 
Theugh the way of Religion and Righteouſ- 

neſs, of Truth and Goodheſs, of Virtue and Du- 


ty be a wnarrow Way, yet, bleſſed be God, it is 


4 fair way, and. lies plain before us all, and we 
beg we may all, and at all times walk in it; 
that by an in- offenſive, merciful, upright, hum- 
ble Diſpoſition and Carriage, we may recom- 


mend the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and adorn our 


Chriſtian Profeflion , and be the happy means of 
drawing other Youths into the Choice and Prac - 


1 
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And now we join in aſcribing Bleſſing, and 
Honour, and Praiſe to thee, O King of Grace, 
who haſt called us out of Darkneſs into Marvelous 
Light, by the Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; And, from a Grateful Senſe of 
thine Infinite Mercies, we deſire to ſhew forth 
the Praiſes of our God and Redeemer, who hath 
called us; and to offer our ſelves to thee once a- 
gain to be thy Servants for ever. | 
Pardon us, and accept us, as thy Sons in Chriſt 
Jeſus. 5 . 
Now unto him who is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we can ask or think, 
according to the Power that worketh in us, un- 
to him be Glory in the Church, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, throughout all Ages, World without end. 


7 


| Amen. 


* _ * * 


XXI. 4 Paaren fitted to the | Caſe of a Youne 
Ferſon, under ſome good Imp: efions made by 
a Hermon, or other Means, 


1 Nfinitely High and Holy God! thy Great- 
neſs tranſcends my utmoſt Comprehenſion, 
thy Holineſs ſhines brighter than the Sun, and 
has no Spot in it, thy Goodneſs ſpreads it ſelf 
farther than its Beams, thy Knowledge penetrates 
all Places and all Hearts, thy Fuſtice keeps an 
inflexible Courſe, and cannot be bended or bribed, 
and though the World and all Things wax old, 

thou art the ſame, Bleſſed for ever in thy ſelf. 
How ſhall I appear in the Preſence of ſo much 
Glory; How ſhall 1 a polluted, dying Worm 


Spe ak to thee, the immortal, the everlaſting Je- 


hovah ! How can I order my Thoughts, or my 
Vords before the Judge of the whole Earth, = 


But 
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But the Unſearchable Riches of thy Grace 


manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus to the whole loſt 
World, and to my Soul in particular, encourage 


me to come before thee; And Icome to open 
and to unburden my Heart unto thee, who only 


canſt give me Eaſe. 


What a Vord of Light and Power, of Grace 
and Salvation have I. this Day heard; What 
a Meſſage of wonderful Love haſt thou ſent 
me! It has awak'd my Sleepy Conſcience, it 
has tonch'd my hard Heart, it has made ſuch 


Impreſſions on my Soul I never felt before: 


Surely God was in and with the Word, the 


Power of the Lord was with his Miniſter to di- 


rect him to ſhoot the Arrow at my Keart; 1 


Feel it, I feel it pierces me through; I bleſs God 


for this Word, and beg it may be Effectual, that 
my Goodneſs be not as the Morning Cloud, 
and the Early Dew, which ſoon paſſeth away. 

1 have been long in a wavering and warping 
Temper, undetermin'd whether to ſerve God or 


the World, to obey the Fleſh or the Spirit; but 
I find a Change through all the Powers of my 


Soul, I begin to ſee the Folly and Madneſs of 
a Sinful Life; in the Loweſt Proſtrations wou'd I 
humble my ſelf for my paſt Delays; mine Eyes 
are filled with Tears, and my Heart with Grief; 
that I ſhou'd ſo long forget thee, and be ſo Un- 
dutiful to thee. I am now almoſt reſolved to 
Sin no more, I am aſhamed I have ſinned fo 
long; I bluſh to think how I have lighted my 
dear Saviour, who became poor to enrich me, 


who drank the Bitter Cup, to obtain for me the 


Cup of 'Salvation, who died that I might live; 
what a wretch have I been, to neglect ſo rich 
— 205 ſo wonderful Love to me, and all Man- 

ind. | 3 5 1 <p 3 


Pardon 


„„ N BOOK  @@ 
Pardon, O God, this my Iniquity, through 
the Sacrifice of thy Son, which is of everlaſting 
Efficacy; And, by future Sermons, and more In- 
fluence of the Spirit of Chriſt, work in me an 
utter Abhorrence of Sin, that I may tread inf# its 
| ſteps no more, and a firm Reſolution for Chriſt, 
Holineſs and Heaven, which no Temptations 
ſhall ever break. _ | | 
Conform me to my bleſſed Lord, who now 
begins to appear glorious in mine Eyes; purge 
me by his Blood, and prepare me to go after 
him into the High and Holy Heavens. 
Bleſſed God! Thou haſt begun, in a ſtrange 
Manner to open my Eyes; I ſee a Little of 
that Love of God to a periſhing World, which. 
no. Heart can fully comprehend : How ſurpri- 
ſing is thy Wiſdom and thy Grace, which has 
found out a way to manifeſt thy tender Pity to 


Sinners, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of approving 


or loving Sin; and to preſerve thy Sovereign 
Authority, and the Rights of thy Goyernment, 
without deſtroying thoſe who had rebelled againſt 
it; And who haſt ſo diſpoſed the means of our 
Salvation, as by the fame Method; both to Par- 
don and Sanctify us, reconcile and mend us, 
juſtify our Perſons, and cure our Hearts. 
What am I, and what is the whole fall'n 
Race, that ſuch love ſhou*'d be beftow'd upon us, 
that the beloved Son of God ſhow'd come down 
and die for me; May I dread ſo ſad an Iſſue, 
as that ſuch precious Blood ſhou'd, as to me, be 


_ Spilt in Vain. To prevent which; I earneſtly 


beg, O God, thou wilt, at all times, preſerve 
in me a ſenſe of the great Worth of my Soul. for 


| which the Son of God paid ſo dearly; and work 


in my Heart a great eſteem of that Purity, 

Righteouſneſs, Humility and Goodneſs, for the 
Reſtoring of which, he became our Teacher, our 
Atonement, and our Example, 5 


| as The De CHRISTITANS 
4s my paſt Sins ſtand all before me in black 
and dreadful Lines, may I ſee them all blotted 

out and croſſed by the Blood of Chriſt, upon 
thy pwn Terms of a penitent Heart and a new 


e . — 4454 
May I hereafter meet with many ſuch awakening 
1 07 Diſcourſes, as 1 have lately heard, 8 


read J which may finiſh the good Work be⸗ 
gun in me, that F may never more go aſtray 
from thee. 8 C $0 
I am a poor weak wandering Creature, goed 
God, forſake me not under my Weakneſles, Pity 
and Help me, Fix and Settle me in thy Ser- 
vice; may I fully and finally break with Sin, 
and all finful Company, and ſo fincerely clofe 
with thy offers in Chriſt, that nothing may ever 
ſeperate me from the love of God, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, who has lavea me, and, 

I hope, waſhed me from my Sins, to whom be 
Glory for ever. Amen. . 
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XXII. The Praver of a Youno Perſon under 
Trouble of Mind. . 


rar 
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A Lmighty and moſt merciful God! Thou 

1 art more than the Life and Soul of the 

whole Creation, and art more to the Soul, than 
the Soul is to the Body; If thou withdraw, ' 
the Creature languiſhes; And if thou frown, 
it dies; for who can bear the Diſpleaſure of God, 
who can endure the Thoughts of an angry Dei- 


ty. | 5 
O my God, I ſeek thee, but find thee not; 
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thou hideſt thy Face, and I am troubled ; a Cloud 
hangs over me, and I cannot fee through it; I 
walk in Darkneſs, and have no Light; I pray, | 
and receive no Anſwer from God]; I read, but 
find no Comfort, 55 be 
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Pity 
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Pity me, O Father, pity thy Child in Diſ- 
treſs, no Hand can help ine but thine. My fer- 
mer Vanities and Pleaſures. are now miſerable 


Comforters z my Sins and Follies are my Tor- 
mentors ; I fear I have grzzved thy Spirit; and 


he is gone; Oh! ſuffer him not to take from 


me his Everlaſting Flight? 


What ſhall I do, if God depart from me? 1 
fit in the Shadow of Death, I go mourning. all 


the Day and in the Night find no Reſt? Thy 


Word, thy Providence, all ſeems dark to me: 


What will become of me, if thou depart yet 
| farther from me. is = 


O thou lover of Souls, ſhew Mercy to this 


poor miſerable Creature; forſake me not when 
all other help faileth ; Send an Interpreter to 


me, one of a Thouſand, who ſhall ſhew me my 
Tranſgreſſion and my Sin; who ſhall open to 


me my Duty, and my way to Peace. 

As thou haſt done much for me, been m 
Guide and Guard hitherto, through all my firf 
| Years; Return unto me, O God of my Salvati- 
on, grant me thy free Preſence, lift up thy Coun- 
tenance upon me, and I ſhall live:; A ſenſe of 
thy Favour will be Life, and thy Loving Kind- 

neſs better than Life. RY 

J hope, I value thy Love more than all the 
World, and it is my chief Trouble that I can- 
not find I love God, or delight in Chriſt ; Re- 
move the Ground of this my Trouble, by fil- 
ling my Heart with Love to thee, and a de- 
lightſul Senſe of thy Love to me. _. 

Look upon me through thy Son, Thou who 
ſparedſt not thy own Son, but gave him up to 
die for me, wilt thou deny me, when I ſeek 


bis Love, an Intereſt in his Blood and Sacra- 


fice, a Claim to his Purchaſe, the Aid of his 
Spirit, and Light and . of bis WW 8 | 


/ 


r e - 
— 8 — . ⅛˙ A ]⏑§ dtp; 2 TS |. 3 SI * n * 
ba > — on — 4 5 7 
7 — K — — — — — — IR pe FEET, gl - 2 - a 
. 


4 


5% be Dung CHRISTIANS. 


But I have ſinned, I have ſinned againſt 


Heaven, and in thy Sight, all my Days have. 


been Days of Vanity; I but lately begun to 
think in Earneſt about my Sonl; And now I 
ſee a long and a black Roll of Sins, when I look 
back; it I look up, I ſee an angry God; it I 
look forward, 1 ſee a Fiery Pit; it I look into 
thy Word, 1 ſee nothing but thy Terrors againſt 
Chriſtleſs Sinners: I think on God, and am trou- 
bled, yet I cannot but think on thee; I dare 
not go from thee; I am told thou art a mer- 
ciful God, ready to pardon, and who delighteſt 
not in the death of Sinners, but delighteſt 
in ſhewing Mercy. Here, Lord, is an Ob- 
ject of Mercy, thy own Creatpre, thy own Child, 


hing in Miſery; Let thy Bowels yearn over 


me, ſupport my Trembling Heart, which is a- 
fraid of thy Judgments : reſtore me to thy Friend- 
ſhip, for I cannot live under thy Terrors; ſcat- 


ter thoſe Clouds, which cover me, that I may 


ſee thy Face; Comfort me with a Senſe of thy 
Favour; With Faith in thy Promiſes, with the 
influence of that great Truth, That Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the World to ſave Sinners.” Convince 


me thou art willing of Reconciliation, and that 
I ought no longer to harbour Thoughts injuri- 


ous to thy Goodneſs and Grace. Stretch out 
then thy Hand, and touch my afflicted Spirit; 
Cure it, O God, cure it of all its Confuſions, 


and its unprofitable Dejection and Sadneſs; Ap- 


peaſe all the Tumults of my Breaſt, banith 


every groundleſs Fear; in the Multitude of thy 
Thoughts within me let thy Comforts delight my 


Soul: that I may no more Fudge raſhly about 


my Everlaſting Condition, no more Diſſruſt thy 


Power, or thy Promiſe, thy Goodneſs, or thy Love. 
Reſtore unto me the Joy of thy Salvation, 
that I may eat my Bread, and drink my op 

_ „ 
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with a merry Heart, in hope that God has 


ih me; That I may Sing, yea Sing aloud 
0 


thy Righteouſneſs, while here below, and join 


the bleſſed Company above, who reſt not Day 
or Night, ſaying Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 
Almighty, who was and is and art to come, 
and who worſhip him who liveth for ever and 
eve - 


And after I am paſſed through the Prepatati- Do x Mx. 
ons of Grace, and have ſerved thee Chearfully 


during thy good Pleaſure on Earth, take me to 
thoſe who are redeemed unto God, by the Blood 


of thy Son, out of every Nation, who are made. 


Kings, and Prieſts unto God, who Walk in White, 


and have their Father's Name on their Forebeads, 
that I may join thoſe Thouſand times Ten 


Thouſand, and Thouſands of Thouſands, who 
are Singing aloud © Worthy is the Lamb, that 


© was Slain, to receive Honour, and Glory, and 
** Bleſſing; ” and who give Bleſſing and Ho- 


nour and Glory and Power unto him who fit- 
teth down upon the Throne, and to the Lamb, 


forever and ever, Amen. 


XXIII. The PRAYER of a YouNG Perſon pre- 


paring for Communion at the Loxp's Table. 


L Ver blefled Lord God, thou art crowned 


happy for ever in thy own Perfections; If a- 
ny of thy Creatures are bleſſed and happy it 
= in the Sight, the Enjoyment and Service of 
thee, 8 


Diſtance from thee, and have been in vain 


ſeeking Happineſs in the Objects of Senſe, and 
the Enjoyments of * ; but, under * | 
„C - 3 on- 


L. with thy own Glory and Majeſty, and 


For my Part, I have too long liv'd at a 


. 
i 
| 
= 
1 
5 

. 
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- . Convidtion it is to be found only in thy Love 


and Favour, I now ſurrender my ſelf to thee; 
I chooſe thee as my God and Father, 1 yeild 
to all thy Pleaſure, and am at a Point to 
ſerve thee for ever; And I deſire to join my 
ſelf to thee, and to thy People in the Ever- 
_ laſting Covenant, "which is publiſhed in the 
Goſpel, and confirmed and ſealed at the Lord's 
Supper; by which thou conſenteſt to be my God 
and Portion in Chriſt Jeſus, and by which 1 
conſent to be now and for ever thine. | 
. Aſſiſt me, O my gracious God, in this great 
Days Work, that I may not deal falſely in thy 
Covenant, but may Vow, and perform unto the 
Lord my Vows. © VV ; 
L.ift up my Mind from all theſe Little Things 
here below, which are ſo apt to turn away my 
Thoughts and Eyes from thee, and the Thangs 
thon haſt prepared for thoſe who love thee. 
Keep up my Mind and Thoughts above on 
Chriſt and Heaven, till by ſerious and devout 
Contemplations I am become in love with 
Chriſt, and am refolved to ſeek. Heaven, though 
It ſhou'd be with the Loſs of all I have on 
o | 
Chaſe away all Worldly Affections, that they 
may not bear me Company to thy Table; and 
fil! my Spirit with a ſtrong habitual lively 
| (ang of thee, and of all my Obligations to 
ee. | | . 
I have Reaſons to bleſs, praiſe, admire, love 
and ſerve thee, which Angels have not; Thou 
haſt not only made me in thy own Image, ca- 
pable of Knowing and Serving thee, but, to 
five me from periſhing for ever,” thou haſt 
Redeemed me by thy Son, and Created ne a- 
new by thy Spirit, and opened to me a 
new and living way to Heaven; I beg, that with 


XX " Ty * art 


we 
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2 Heart full of Thankfulneſs and Praiſe. I may 
enter thy Houſe, and go to thy Feaft. 
As I fee and feel the bleſſed effects of thy 


Love, in giving thy Beloved Son to be my 
Heavenly Inftructor, and my Atonement, I de- 
fire to keep this Sacred Feaſt with grateful _ 
Joy; and with all Expreſſions of fincere Thank- 


fulneſs to commemorate my Lord's Sufferings, 
Death and Reſurrection, to rejoice in his Roy- 
al Powers, and to wait for his coming again 
in Glory. | 5 

What had become of me, and other loſt Sin- 


ners, if God had not pitied us, and Chriſt had 
not died for us; I had been an Everlaſting Cap- 


tive to Sin, Satan and Death, if Chriſt had not 
deliverd me; What can I do leſs than keep 
this Feaſt in Remembrance of him, which he ap- 


pointed for this End, to keep the Memory of 
him in our Hearts, in the Night wherein he was 


betray d. 


Stir up in me, O mighty God, ſuch thank- 


ful Acknowledgements to thee, and to Jeſus 
. Chriſt my Saviour, ſuch. hearty Reſolutzons to 
ſerve thee, ſuch earneſt Deſires to be more like 
| thee, ſuch Love, Delight and Foy in doing thy 
will, that thereby my Soul may be raifed up 
to that Place where Chriſt is, and that I may 


wait and prepare for a bleſſed Tranſlation there 


to be with him, where he is, to be ever with 
do i | 15 
O my good God! quicken my Soul to Hear 
thy Word with greater Reverence, to fg thy 


Praiſes with greater Gladneſs, to pray with 


more Attention and better Affections than e- 


ver; And may I Approach thy Table, with that 


deep Humility, that fenfe of my Unworthineſs ; 
And receive the dear Pledges of my Lord's 
Love with that true Thankfulneſs, that may 
1 . 5 . 5 8 * e , | Prepare 


—_ Wo x 3 
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pare me for the Comfortsof thy Houſe, and the 
Toys of thy Spirit; that I may go from thy 
Table refreſhed with a ſenſe of Pardon, and 
the Hope of Eternal Life: and Strengthened in 
my. Reſolutions to live a Life devoted more 
than ever to thy Service, _ er 
I bring thee the poor Offering of a Heart 
Young and Ignorant, Vain and Fooliſh; but I 
lay it at thine Altar, and hope, that, through 
the Sacrifice and Interceſſion of thy Son, thou 
wilt overlook all my Deſects; and, by thy 


Word and Spirit, cure all my diforders, and 


- gracioully accept me, ſuch as I am in and 
through the great Advocate of thy own Appoint- 
ing: For of thee, and through thee, and to thee, 
— all Things; To whom be Glory for ever. 


— . * 3 


XXIV. An Bveuing PRAYER of a YounG Pexſon 
after Sacramental Communion, | 


My God, my King! how excellent is. thy 
Name in all the Earth! how precious are 
thy Thoughts unto me, how great is the ſum 

of them! l „ ; 

Thou art Eternally to be praiſed for all thy 
Works of Wonder; the Variety, the Beauty, 
the Order of the Viſible Creation proclaim thy 
Perſections; Every Creature ſpeaks of thee, - 
and declares thine Eternal Power and Domi- 
nion. But thou appeareſt moſt gloriouſly, and 
moſt graciouſly in the Perſon, Miniſtry, and 
Goſpel of thy Son, who is thy own moſt perfect 
| Anage, and the chief Miniſter of thy Wall. 
I adore thine infimte Condeſcenſion, who ſent 
him doyn to help and fave a World ready te 


periſi 
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periſh in their Diſobedience and Rebellions, un- 
der the Tyranny of the Devil 
I praiſe thee, my Lot is fall'n where God 
is known, and the Goſpel of Chriſt is preach- 
ed: I praiſe thee, who haſt not left me to pe- 
riſh in my youthful Sin and Folly; but haſt 
touched my Soul, open'd my Mind, conquer'd 


my Heart, and drawn me into thy Covenant. 


This Day have I avonched thee, the Lord, 

to be my God; I have lifed my ſelf under 
Chriſt; I have ſolemnly ſworn upon the Sacra? 
ment of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, that I 


will be no more a Servant of Sin, but a Ser- 


vant of Chriſt: O, that I may never go back, 
and deny my Lord and Maſter, never diſ-ho- 
nour the Profeſſion 1 have made, nor expoſe my 


ſelf to Condemnation as an Apoſtate and De- 


ſorter. © | 
With all Thankfulneſs J own this has been 


a bleſſed Seaſon, a happy Opportunity, I ef- 


teem it as the great Day of my Eſpouſals to 
_ Chriſt; and beg I may be a wiſe and faith- 
ful Steward of this and all ſuch Seaſons. . 

I thank thee, O bleſſed God, for the Truth 


and Purity of the Chriſtian Religion; for the | 


Evidences of it, given by the Power of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, in Chriſt and his Apoftles ; for, the 


Reports of it in the written Goſpel; for the 
Succeſs of. it upon Souls; for the Seals and Me- 


. morals of it, in the Sacraments; Eſpecially for 
the Miſſon of Chriſt, the great Author of it. 
I bleſs God, I have this Day ſolemnly ſealed 


my Covenant with God, wherein I have dedica- 
ted my Soul to thee, on the Terms of the ſame 


new Teſtament, which has been Sealed in 
Blood. . 


O God, fill my Mind with reverend Thoughts 


of thee, my Supreme Governour, my All-ſee- 


mo. 
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ing Witneſs, and my Judge; Fill my Heart 
| with grateful and immutable Love to thee, > 4 

Heavenly Father; and fill my whole Soul with 


the higheſt Eſteem of thy Grace in giving thy 


* 
Son to die for me; and may I feel the bet, 
Pleaſures in thy Service, and in the Hope of 
thine Acceptance, and in Expectation of that 
Sentence of 


of my bleſſed Lord, Come thou 
bleſſed of my Father 3 
, God forbid that after fo aweful Engagements, 


and fo ſolemn Profeſſions, I ſhou'd ever degene- | 
rate into a baſe unworthy Love of ſinful Gains 
and Pleaſures, or any thing below Chriſt and 


4 


Heaven. 


I pray, that I may feel the ; Foys of Integrity 
and Uprightneſs; Make the ways of Wiſdom 
always pleaſant to me, and Religion my great» 


eſt Comfort; And grant me thy Help, that by 


an Innocent, Blameleſs, Uſeful and Shining 
Life, I may adorn my Profeſſion, and commend 
_ a religious Choice and Practiſe to others; Eſ- 


pecially to my Young Companions, © -- 


Cauſe the good Seed of thy Word, which 
has this Day been ſown, to take root in my 

Heart, and the Hearts of many, that we may 
bear Fruit to thy Glory. ? 


4 < 


And may my future Sabbaths be ſo employ- 


| ed, that they may prepare me for that Reſting 


Place, which my Great Inſtructor and Merciful 
Saviour has Prepared for all his Diſciples and 


Followers: That I may ſpend an Everlaſting 
Sabbath with Chriſt my Dear Lord; that the 

Communion 1 have this day had with him, may 

be only an Earneſt and Pledge of endlefs Com- 


munion with him in Heaven. oo 
Now, unto the King Eternal, Immortal, In- 


viſible, the only wiſe God, be Honour and Glo- 
. 


Ty, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Dee 


7 
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XXV. A Prayer to be uſed by a T 
with the Family, in his Father's A 
1 In the Morning, | 


Nfinite God, thou art the Almighty Ci 
or, the wiſe Governour, and the righteos 
Judge of the whole World; And the God and 
Father of all the Families of the Earth, and whq 
expect ſt and claim'ſt to be owned and ſeryed 


by all Families, eſpecially by the Families in 
Ifrael, who are enlightened with the Goſpel of 


” 


tbr | Ss 55 
Look down, O Lord, from Heaven the Ha- 


bitation of thy Glory, upon a poor ſinful Fa- 


and apt Expreſtons into our Mouths, and let al 
our Caſes come before thee. oy 


mily here gathered before thee ; Though our 


Head is abſent. from us, and we worſhip thee 


under great Diſadvantages, yet we ops thou 


wilt accept the Day of ſmall Things, and graci- 


_ oufly hear and anſwer our imperfect Addreſſes, 
With thee is the Reſidue of the Spirit, give 


unto us the ſpirit of Grace and of Prayer, that, 
by his kind Aſſiſtance, we may offer unto thee 


an Offering in Righteouſneſs; Be with our Hearty _ 


and our Lips, * good Thoughts into our 5 


Make us a wiſe, loving and religious Fami- 


ly; Let no Gontentions ariſe amongſt us, cauſg 
us to dwell together in Friendſhip and Peace, 


and to do each other all the good in our Pow» 


er, | 


As we are always under thine Eye, let ys 
always fear Sin, which wou'd offend the Eyey 
of thy Holinefs and Glory, and deſtroy all our 
trae Comforts, 7: : OE OTE: 

Provide for us ſuitable Food and Raiment, 
and other temporal, bodily Bleſſiags: Guard ye + 
ſrem all the Dangers of The Day, and keep ** 


an CHRISTIANS... 
ne Power of Temptation; Our chief 
ce is upon thee, our Heavenly Father, 
/ Grace be fufhcient for us. Give us 
rate ſucceſs in all our lawful Buſineſs; and 
ole us to bear Loſſes . and Diſappoint- 
ents with a calm, rational Submiſſion, living 
in hope that all will turn to our good. 
| Preſerve our Father abroad, and proſper him 
in the way that he goes; we truſt him with thee, 
the Father of all the Spirits of Men, praying, 
thou wilt fupport bis Mind, ſpare his Life, 
guard his Health, keep him from both Sin and 
Harm, and, upon his Return, let us ſee his Face 
with Joy: And during his Abſence, may our 
Behaviour be ſuch, that the Report of it may 
be his PKaſure. 45 8 e 
Watch over us all at Home, aſſiſt the other 
Governing Head, our dear Mother, to go-throngh | 
all her Cares and Buſineſs with a chearful 
Spirit; ſuffer her not to be caſt down, but bear 
her up by a Heavenly Hand, _ 
„ Spare them both to bring up their Children 
and Family in the, ways of true Wiſdom and 
Virtue, and to diſpoſe of them comfortably in 
the World. Ez : To 
Aſſiſt the young Parts of the Family to behave 
towards God, our Parents, one another, and to 
all Men, ſo as to become the Joy of our Pa- 
rents, and to'pleate GG G... 5; -; 
And prepare us to meet one another in Hea- 
ven, that we may make up a Part of that great 
and bleſſed Family there. ny” 
© Viſit mercifully all our dear Relations and 
Chriſtian Friends; own and aſſiſt thy Miniſters ; 
Preſerve Civil Government over us; ſend a- 
broad thy Light and Truth, and mend the 
World; May Chriſtian Youth be well train'd 
up in Schools; take care of deſtitute and __ . 


1 1 4 - 0 
* £ * E n * > . 3 2 
1 1 r 8 . 8 n ” 1 1 2 8 Fe 
Ma poets 2 — | 8 8 5 r 
8 n * 8 2 8 > ate 3 ARES; 


5 We be * 
Me = 

f 5 9's 
* * EA OY ag 
- 7 * 


ra La 
1 * 
4 


ZI Eo 
ken Families; Enable us to contribute our ſhare 
towards Univerſal Reformation, that God may 


be every where plorified. 3 

Now, unto him, who is the bleſſed and only 
Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords; who only hath Immortality, dwelling 
in Light, which no Man can approach unto, 


be Honour and Power Everlaſting. Amen. 


W 
— 
—_ —— 


XXV. A Son of a Family, his PRAYER in the 


A Oſt glorious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth! 


whom no Man hath ſeen, nor can ſee; To him 


4 As thou haſt ordained the Light and L 


the Day for Buſineſs and Chearfulneſs, thou haſt 


appointed the Night tor Sleep and Reſt from 


Labour and h ʒ˖ẽᷣ U 4 
Through the good Hand of our God upon us, we 
have now ſafely paſſed through the Service of the 


day, and are going to Iie down and take our need- 


ful Reſt: We adore the Power and Goodneſs* 


of our Heavenly - Father, who- hath preſerved 
us, provided for us, directed and counſelled us: 


Our Lives, our Health, our Senſes, our Limbs 


have all been precious in thy ſight, none of 


them have periſned or failed; Our Minds and our 


Bodies, and our Worldly Buſineſs have all been 
under thy Care, bleſſed be thy Love; We would 


praiſe thee with all our Souls for the conſtant 


Iſſues of thy Goodneſs, who art daily load- 
ing us with thy Benefits. Rees 
But alaſs, how unworthy are we of ſuch re- 


gard! How oft do we forget thee! How many of 


thy Laws do. we daily break! How little religi- 
ous Fear and Love prevails amongſt us! What 
poor Returns do we make for all thy Mercies! 
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5 while we are full ; Beds, while we reſt and . 
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What numbers in the World want Health, 


While we are well; Cloathing while we are 
eoverd; Fewel, while we are warm; 4 
fleep in thy Wool and Flax; How many want 
+ Bibles, Miniſters, good Books, and good Educa- 
. while we are well taught, and well train⸗ 

ed up. „ „ 
5 3 help us to pity, and relieve to our 
Power, the Neceſſities of others, either in Soul 
or Body; for who or what are we, that we 
ſhou'd fare better than others! We beg our Tem- 
pers and our Lives may teſtify what a humble 
and thanktul ſenſe we have of all God's Care 

of us, and Kindneſs to us. 8 

As thou, O God, haſt often preſerved the Head 
of our Family abroad, continue thy wonted Care; 
let him Travel and Sleep in ſafety, meet with 
deſirable Succeſs, and be brought home to us 
under the Bleſſings of Heaven. 

| Way we alſo dwell in ſafety, be a Husband 

to thy Servant; our Mother, and a Father to 
theſe Children; bleſs us with thy Love and Fa- 
vour; accept our broken Imperfe& Prayers; 
help us in all our Affairs; Carry us through 
all Difficulties, and keep us, in all Temptati- 
Fit us for the Day, when Father and. Mother 
will both forſake us, and do thou, Great Fa- 
ther take us up into the Arms of thy Power 
and Love, and be our beſt, our everlaſting 
Friend, Se e ues 
Spare us all. till our Work is done, and help 

us to do it well and ſoon, to uſe this Worl 
as a World paſſing away, and to be always 
. yFendy to paſs out of it. e 
. Be dur Defence this Night, let us be ſecured 
from the Invaſion of wicked Spirits, and — 


* 


„ 


VCC 
ed Men, and from all other Evils, which with- 
dut thy Protection wou'd befal us. 
And ſince we know not what a Day or a 
Night may bring forth, diſpcſe us for all the 
Events of a new Day, that we may meet them 
with à ſteady, unſhaken Truſt in Gd. 
Crown with Succeſs all Endea vours to reform 
the World; Fill Churches with faithful Miniſ- 
ters Encotirage them in their Work: Haſten the 
Time, when Kings and Magiſtrates ſhall all join 
in vindicating the Rights of Truth, of the Goſ- 
pel, and of Conſcience from all Invaſion : Make 
our King and Queen, and the Royal Family, 
Wiſe, Virtuous and Proſperons. May prevail- 
ing Righteouſneſs, Love and Goodneſs, under 
the Belief of the Goſpel, be the Glory of our 
Land; And let growing Knowledge, unſhaken 
Love, and ſtated Uſefulneſs, be the glory of 
this Family, and the Families of our Relations, 
and of all Chriſtian Families. That we may be 
all making ready for the New Heavens, and the 
New Earth, where Righteouſneſs and Love will 
dwell er ever. N 
' Now unto him who is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us faultleſs, before the 

| Preſence of his Glory, with exceeding Joy; To 
the only wiſe. God our Saviour be Glory and 
_ Majeſty, Dominion and Power, both now and 
for ever. Amen.* V 


tice, or other Servant, may uſe theſe 
two laſt Prayers, in the Abſenſe of bis 
Masrzn. 5 18 5 N 


3 


* Note. With a few Alterations, an CY 
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XXVII. A Praver for the uſe. of a Mother, 
_ or Miftriſs of a Family * In the MonN ING. 


* Note, This and the next Prayer are out of the 
Ititle and Character of the Book, yet will 
not be Fudged, I hope, Incongruous to my 
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Moſt merciful, gracious and compaſſionate _ 
Father, we are a ſinful unworthy Fami- 
ly come before thee this Morning, to crave thy 
Protection, to acknowledge thy Goodneſs, and to 
caſt our ſelves upon thy Care, who art the 
(anger of the Helpleſs, and the Saviour of 
thoſe who ſfeek thee. oo. 
Though at preſent we are deprived of our 
Earthly Head, and want the Comforts of his Pre- 
ſence, Counſels and Prayers, yet we hope we 
are not without ſome Intereſt in our Heavenly 
Head, the Father of our Spirits, and the Re- 
deemer of loſt Souls. TR WT 
In the Nane, and through the Mediation of 
our Merciful High Prieſt, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
we come to thee, O God and Father; In hope, 
that, for the ſake of what he has done and 
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| | ſuffer'd on our Account, thou wilt look down 
1 upon us with tender and pitying Eyes, in all 
our Infirmities and Weakneſſes.  _ 
A "0 We know not how to ſpeak to thee as we 


ought; we cannot order our Words by reaſon 
of Darkneſs; we are Children in Knowledge 
and Years, and how ſhall we come before God, 
who is glorious in Holineſs. . 
Our Encouragement is, that the ſame God, 
- who fees all our Unworthineſs, is ready to 
forgive it, He will not break the bruiſed Reed, 
nor quench the Smoaking Flax, but bring forth 
Judgement and Mercy unto Victory. _ 
7” -. | | 5 
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In all our Weakneſs, we truſt in thine Ac- 


ceptance; bow down thine Ear, O God of Grace, 


and hear us; Hear us for thy Servant abroad, 


be his Defence Night and Day, keep his Mind 


in Peace, and his Body in Health; bleſs his 


- Juſt Deſigns, bring him to us, under thy Pro- 


tection, with great Joy ; Let us have no fad 
Tidings to meet each other with at our Door; 
Yet prepare us, by a holy Submiſſion of Mind 


to thy will, for whatever may befal him, or 
us, through any Part of Life. a 


HFHear us for this Family before thee; with us 
there is no Strength: our ſafety is of God, to 


him we come, on him -we«wait ; Give us this 


Day our Daily Bread; Aſſiſt us in the Labours 


of the Day; Guard us through the Innumerable 


Dangers lying round us, and make our way 

— before us, that none of our Foot; ſteps 

8 „„ 3 
We deſire to walk in Love, and dwell to- 


gether in Unity, as a Family of God: Lead us 


= 


into all the Paths of Righteouſneſs, Truth, So- 
briety, Charity, Peace, 9 Humility, 


Suitable to our Chriſtian Proteſhon. =, 
Leave not a poor Mother Unaſſiſted in any 


Family Care, eſpecially in the Care of the 


Goodneſs: May 


Minds and Manners of her Children; And may 
the Endeavours of their Parents be ſucceeded 


to their growing in all inward Virtue and 

| Sin meet with wiſe Rebukes, 
and. Vice find an Early and Seaſonable Check: 
And may no proper Encouragements be want- 


ing to Religion and Goodneſs. 
Ieach our Childrex, good God, out of thy 
Law, effectually teach them the Art of Li- 
ving in Love amongſt themſel ves; of Living 


Chaſtely, Soberly and Righteouſly in the World, 
and Holily towards thy fel : 1 


a . 


If they come to be Fatherleſs and Mother» 
leſs, may they find a Refuge in God, and, by 
true and ſolid Piety, keep up an Intereſt in 
— ͤ i Eo. ooo CE 

Thou ſeeſt the Snares and Dangers around 
them, what a . tempting World they live in, 
and what an Enemy waits for them; be thou 

their Preſerver and Keeper Every Moment, 

that they never fall a Prey to the Devil. Bleſ- 

ſed God keep all theſe Children out of Ever- 
laſting Burning; may we ſee all their Faces one 

d ⁵m ee 

3 12 to them, to our & Servant, 

Servants. F and to all other Young People the 
Labours of thy Miniſters, and all other means 
of Inſtruction, to promote their well-being for 
—_— X53 - 5 
Defend us and all other Families, Aſſemblies 


and Towns by good Magiſtrates. 
Bleſs. this and other Countries with clear Goſ- 
pel Light; with Peace, Health, and Succeſs in 
all lawful Buſineſs; May all People know the 
Lord, and the Kingdoms of the World become 
the Kingdoms of God, and of his Son. 
And now, O God and Father, we reſign our 
ſelves to thee, do with us all what ſeemeth good 
in thy Sight, as to Life, Health, and all tem- 
poral good Things; only prepare us for thy Hea- 
venly Kingdom, and receive us all into it at laſt, 
after a Lite of faithful Service to thee, through = 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom with thee and 
thy good Spirit, be Glories aſcribed, now and for 
ever. Amen, 7 RT 
 XXVIB. A Prayer for the uſe of a Mother, 
or Miſlreſs, with her Family; In the EvexinG. 
Ver blefled, moſt good and. gracious God, 
LVL ve come to thee, as helpleſs Children to 2 
powerful and all-ſuſhczent Fagher, * Thon 
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Thou art bleſſed in thy ſelf, nor can any of 
our Services and Praiſes add to thy Perfections 
and Happineſs; but our Dependance is upon 
thee, the God of our Lives; In thee we hve 
every Day, in thee we breathe and move every 


E 


4 


Minute; and to whom can we go but to thee 


for all ſupplies of Wiſdom, Grace, and other 
Bleſſings. „„ os | 
Though we can pray to thee but very im- 
perfectly, and want our beſt and flated Helper 


in this Exerciſe, yet we dare not wholly neg- 
lect the Oblation of our ſelves to thee, and 


theſe our united Addreſſes before thee. 

Thou art. the Builder up of our Houſe, our 
daily Defence, our conſtant and chief Benefactor; 
How then can we forget the God who made us 
Who keeps us, who feeds us, who gives us al 
Family Bleſſings, _.. | 
As we have ſtatedly own'd God, ever ſince his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs form'd us into a little 


Society, we defire to carry on that ſacred Ser- | 


vice in the beſt manner we are able, though 


attended with various Defects; And we go on 


in Hope thou wilt in due time reſtore to us 
onr Head, our Conſort; and our Father, the bets 
ter to aſſiſt us in all Parts of Religious Duty. 
As we commit his dear and valuable Life 
to God, the great Preſerver of Men, deſiring, 
with Submiſſion, his Safety Abroad and at 
Home, ſo we beg leave to put our ſelves into 
thy Hands, O great Father! we truſt thee with 
all theſe Lives, and with all our leſſer Concerns 


in Life; and deſire to truſt thee, in the ways 
of faithful Obedience, to make good thy Pro- 


miſes of Eternal Life, when this is over. 
Pity a Mother, and her dear Of-ſpring, un- 


der all the Diſadvantages of Sex and Age, in- 
our 


dus us with and Virtue ſuitable to 


.4 


ang into Eternal Life, through 
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66 be Ing CHRISTIANS. 
our Station and Duty: Make our Duty plain. 
to us, and leave us not under Difficul ties of 


ny Sort. 1 — E 
May th Family be governed in Righteouſ- 
neſs and Love, and all the Young Branches 


willingly ſubmit to Government, thankfully 


accept of Inſtruction, and chearfully join in 
Family - Worſnip. 1 


May Sin be kept out of the Houſe, and no 


other Plague come nigh our Dwelling. | 
Teach theſe Young ones the due Govern- 


ment of their Paſſions, Appetites, and Senſes, that 
they may never gain 


nion over Reaſon, 
Conſcience, and the Law of God, 2 

Settle amongſt us the Principles of Love, 
and the Practiſe of Peace; prevent all injuri- 


ous Actions, all provoking Words, and all un- 
due Reſentments, By leading us into Confidera- 


tion, into a Belief of God's All-ſeeing Eye, 
and into a View of the Reaſonableneſs of 
treating others, as we our ſelves ſhou'd think 
it fit to be treated in the like Caſe, - 

Forgive the Sins of the Day paſt; make 

truly thankful for Health, Safety, and all Com- 
fortable 2 We thank thee for all our 
religious Helps and Advantages, for Bibles 


and Miniſters, for the knowledge of Chriſt 


our. Redeemer, and the way to Heaven by 


him: We thank thee for good Governours, and 
for the Peace and Safety of the Nation under 


them, and for all publick A 3 
| Give us leave to lie down and fleep, none 
making us afraid; Suſtain every Life this Night, 


raiſe us up in the Morning into a new Life; 
and by Undreſſing and Dr 


by our Ly- | 
e every Day 


ing down and Rifing, may we 


minded of putting off theſe Bodies, and awake- 
Teſus Chriſt, 
„„ | 
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„ a0 . © 
who is the Reſurrection and the Life; who 
was dead, but is alive, and lives for ever, To 
whom be Glory now and ſor ever. Amen. 


* 
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XXIX. The Praver of a Youns Man in 


Town. | 


\ Moſt great Creator, Sovereign Ruler, and 
MZ Righteous Judge of all Men! Who di- 

videſt the Families upon Earth, and fixeſt the 
Lot of all thy Creatures with unerring Wiſdom 
and perfect Juſtice. . 

I find my ſelf plac'd, by thy Hand, in a 
great and buſy Town, ſurrounded with Company + 
of all Sorts, and Dangers of every Kind; Un- 
to thee therefore, O Father in Heaven, I of- 
fer up my Earneſt Prayers, that thou wilt ſo 
_ -my Goings, that my Feet may never 

I already begin to fee Life to be a ſort of 


Labyrinth, full of Windings and Turnings, | 


where many are loſt; Some entangled in the 
Cares, and in the fleaſures of Life; and moſt 
minding only the Body, living as if they had 


u0 Souls, and expecting no Judgement. 


The greater Part of : Young People are, I 
fear, brought up in the School of Ignorance, Vice 
and Folly, and are going careleſly forward in the 
Broad Way, not thinking where it leads; or 
O good God! Let thy Grace be ſufficient 


for me, to direct my whole Way, what Bu- 


ſineſs to purſue, what Company to make choice 
of, and how to behave in all Places, and at 
Tim: A 1 
pPerſuade me to enter the School of Viſdom 
and Virtue, and to walk-in the Narrow Was, 
Wo . K 2 o 
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68 The Tg CHRISTIANS 
bow few ſoever I ſee there; Keeping my Mind 


upon my Rule, thinking oft on thine All- ſee- 
ing Eye, which is every where, and watches o- 
ver all my ſteps; and looking forward to the 
Bleſſed End of a Wiſe and Virtuous Life. 
I beg that a true habitual ſenſe of thy Fre- 
ence, a ſtedfaſt Belief of a Life to come, and 
a conſtant Expectation of future Rewards and 
 Puniſhinents, at the Judgement of the Great 


Day, may over-awe my Mind every Day, 


check every ſinful Motion in me, and break 
the Force of every Temptation, that I may 
never hazard the Loſs of Eternal Joys, for 
the Momentary Pleaſures, or Unrighteous Gains 
ot this World, and fooliſhly fell my Heaven- 


_ ly Birth-right for a Meſs of Pottage. 


To thy Wiſe Care, and tender Compaſſion l 


over my Soul thus far, I owe my paſt ſafety, 


Thy Grare has oft prevented me, and kept me 
from many a Snare, in which other young 
Men have been caught and ſlain: Many are 
gone, and others are going down to the Cham- 

ers of Death, and making haſte to Hell; O 
God keep me out of the Paths of the Deſtroy- 
er, deliver me from the Evil of the World; 


and ſeeing the Son. of God died to redeem me 


from” Iniquity, may I accept Redemption, ef- 

cape for my Life; and fly to the Mercy of 

God in Chriſt for fafety. 5 
Help me to ſet the Goſpel, and the Life of 


my Saviour oft before me, that I may become 


Holy, Humble, Watchful, Heavenly-Minded 


| ks my Lord and Maſter was. Let the Precept 
of the Goſpel teach me how Holy thou art, its 
my teach me how good, and its Threaten- . 


ings how Juſt thou art, what a Hater of all 


Iniquity; and may all of them teach me, that 
I can never have thy Favour in @ Courſe of 


* 
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ſerious Conſideration awake i in mea 
oncern to eſcape the Corruptions which are 


in In the World, to fly fly all Toutbful Lufts, and to 
follow after Nieheim Faithfulneſs, Cha- 


rit | 
; ſeeing there is Nothing in IRA or 
Earth truly deſirable hut thee, who filleſt and 
poſſeſſeſt both, I defire to chooſe thee as my chief 
Good, and to connt my ſelf happy in thy Love, 
who art able to make all thy . as. * 
and happy as thou pleaſeſt. 
In order to be happy in thy F 
me to recover a lively Image of tbee, in all Truth 
and Purity, Goodneſs and Mercy, that I may 
| know — loveſt me; And may the Remem- 
brance of thy Love in Chriſt Jeſus be ever dear 


to me; And whether I wake or fleep, go out | 


and come in, may I be ever with thee; And 
when 1 die may I. go to the Sight of Chriſt, in 
the Society of Angels and holy Souls, where I 
ſhall praiſe and love thee for ever, when this 


N 


vain World is no more; Through Jeſus. my 


great Saviour, to whom be dest Glory of 
his Perſections, Love and 2 now and 
ever. N EE 
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XXX. 4 'Youns Man in A Couxras, at 
nn 


85 Reat God! Heaven is thy Throne, and 

Earth thy Foot-Stool, and thou doſt what- 
ever pleaſeth thee in Heaven, and amongſt the 
Inhabitants of the Earth; Yet thy work is per- 
fea, and all thy ways are Judgment, nor is 
there any Reſpect of Perſons with thee, but in 


: n ! 
; np ic Ur» 
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Nation, and in every Dwelling, he who 


— A thee, and worketh Natel is ac- 
wa with thee, Though 


> co The ug CHRISTIAN S 
Though thy wiſe Providence has placed me 
in a Country Station, where I want many Ad- 
vantages, ariſing from nearneſs to the Houſe of 
God, from the Company of Miniſters, and other 
wiſe and good men, and from a Variety of 
Books, which the Young Men in Town enjoy; 
Vet I defire Chearfully to accept, and Faith- 
tully to improve my Lot; I bleſs God the Way 
to Heaven hes open from every Place, and God 
is ready to hear every Creature wherever it 
Ro and prays. Co Eo _ 
I am ſenſible, in many a Youth, Wiſdom and 
Virtue have grown under fewer Advantages than 
I poſſeſs; I beg the Sacred Influence of thy Spi- 
rit, that I may alſo grow in every Quahty 
of mind, which will render me acceptable to 
God and Man. If I want many Helps, I 
am free from many Hindrances, and many 
Temptations, which ſurround Young People in 
populous Places, and in a croud of Company and 
Buſineſs; Aſſiſt me, in a ſerious Judgment, to 
ſet the one over againſt the other, and to acquieſce 
in the Wiſdom of thy Diſpoſals: I wou'd be fo 
far from a murmuring and complaining Temper, 
that I defire to admire the Felicity of my Situ- 
ation, which gives me ſo much Happy Leaſure for 
Contemplation, Reading and Prayer. | 
Aſſiſt me, O gracious God, to view Thee, in 
all thy ſurrounding Works, which declare thy 
Aſtoniſhing Greatneſs, thy Almighty Power, thy 
Unſearchable Viſdom, and thy neverfailing Good- 
eſs; Thy Works of Creation and Providence 
are viſible where ever I go, for the Earth is 
Shine, and all its Fulnels i bf. 7 
Every Day that I walk out to my Buſineſs 
in the Field, or to take my Evening Walk, may 
I lift up my Thoughts to thee, aſcribing all Per- 
fections, all Praiſe, Honour and Glory to _ , 


ters of the Sea, and 


ho haſt created the Sun, Moon and Stars, 
even all the Hoſt of Heaven; h makeft 
the Day dark with Night, and | 
Shadow of Death into the Morning; Vo Thun- 
dereft Marvelouſly with thy Voice. and whoſe 
Lightenings enlighten the World; Who bringeſt 
the Wind out of thy Treaſuries, and cauſeſt the 
Vapours to aſcend ; V ho faith to the Snow; Be 
thou upon the Earth, and calleſt for the Wa- 
oureſt them out upon the 
Face of the Earth; Vho cauſeſt Graſs to grow 
for Cattle, and H erb for the ſervice of Man; 
Who reneweſt the Face of the Earth, crowneſt 
the Year with thy Goodnefs, . fo that the Paſs 
tures are cloathed with Flocks, and the Vallies 
covered with Corn. £93 Io 5 
My Station, my Buſineſs, my Diverſions do 
all lead me to contemplate thee, O bleſſed 
God! V ho provideſt Food for all Creatures, and 


changeſt the 


Feedeſt the Fowls of the Air, ho haſt created 


Sheep and Oren for the ſervice of Man, yea 
every) Beaſt of the Field; ho openeſt thine 
Hand, and ſatisfieſt the deſires of all Living; 
and whoſe Delights are with the Sons of Men, 
for whoſe ſake thou haſt Ordained all theſe 
Things. „ | 
Buy ſuch Meditaions as theſe, and by other 
Holy Exerciſes may I be obtaining and improv- 
ing an Acquaintance with thee; And what o- 
ther Helps I have from my Parents, my Miniſ- 
ters, from Books and Company, teach me to 
value them, and to uſe them in the beſt Man- 
ner. hs 2 | EY, 
Preſerve me from falling in with any fmful C 
toms of the Place I live in, May all my Recre- 


ations be innocent and blameleſs, promote the 


Health of my Body, and the Chearfulneſs of 
my Mind, „ 3 
5 May 
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May my Bible be my chief Companion, and 
by reading that bleſſed Book may I be led to 
know more of thy Unſpeakable Love to me, and 
to all the World, in and through Jeſus Chrift, 
who came in ſo ſurpriſing and unexpected a Man- 
ner to viſit ſuch vile Creatures as me, who dwell 
in Houſes of Clay, to prepare for us Habitati- 
ons in Heaven. 5 ET 4 
From the Bottom of my Soul wou'd I praiſe 
thy Fatherly Goodneſs for his Manifeſtation in 
Fleſh, for the numerous Teſtimonies of his Love, 
throughout his whole Life, and for that Aſto?- 
niſhing Grace in humbling himſelf to Death for 

us, for his Reſurrection from the Dead, and his 
Aſcenſion to Heaven; for his great Authority 
over all Things, his Compaſhonate Interceſſion; 
for the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, and the Aſſuran- 
ces given us of his Coming again to the Salva- 
tion of all his Saints; of which number may I 
be one, through his Mediation, To whom be the 
Glory of his whole Mediatorial Office, now and 
for ever. Amen, 5 
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XXXI. The PRATER of a YounG LApry in 
8 TowN. 8 | 
Oſt Holy, and Glorious God! Whatever 
I am in the Eye of the World, in thy Sight, 
IT am no other than a poor Sinner; And the Re- 
view of my Heart and Life tells me I have Rea- 
| fon to appear ſo in my own Sight. 5 
I am ſenſible 1 am made of no finer Clay than 
the meaneſt Girl, am equally liable to die, and be 
turn'd to Duſt, and have added Sin to my Ori- 
ginal Vileneſs, which ſhou'd for ever keep me 
humble, and prevent an haughty Look, or a high 
Carriage. 15 
: I fear 
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I fear, O great God! I have offended thy May — 

jeſty, and wrong'd my own Soul by living tog = 4 

much after the Way, and Spirit of the World, "Y 

Hereafter I deſire to live ſolely to thy Will, 

and to give up my ſelf to thee my Creator - 

and Redeemer. _ | Ts 1 
My paſt Time has been ſpent very looſely, 

but now, through thy Grace, I am coming to 3 

Reſolution to put my Time, my Converſation 

my Worldly Fortune, my All under the Rules 

of Religion, that a Diſpoſition to Piety and Vin | 

tue may be the Temper of every Day in my | 3 

Life, which has ſeldom yet been the Temper Wo 

of one whole Day, 


7 . 


To this End, I beg, O God, to be delivered 
from a wroug Turn of Mind, and a Vicious Taſte 
of the World, from all vain Deſires, fooliſh 
Friendſhips, and groundleſs Hatreds, trom a Fond- 

neſs for Dreſs and State, from an zdle Diſpoſi- 
tion, and a trifleing Spirit: May I never dare 
to mock thee, my Maker, by adding Chriſtian 
Profeſſions and Devotions to a Heathen Life; 
but may I liye as helonging chiefly to another 
Wark. : * Z 
lt is my Grief and Shame that it has been 
ſo much my prevailing Intention to pleaſe my 
ſelf, and that I have made my Body my Idol; 
Through the bleſſed Change thy Hand has wroyght 
I hope it is now my great Intention to pleaſe 
thee in all my Actions. | 8 
I no longer affect to ſhine at Balls and Af 
ſemblies, and to make a Figure amongſt the Well: 
Dreſs'd; I bluſh to think at the Vanity of my 
paſt Expences, the Folly of my Diverſions, the 
Pride of my Habit, the Idleneſs of my Life, and 
how Unprotfable a Creature I have been; I pur- 
poſe hereafter, by thine Aſſiſtance, to purſue and 
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tiſe ſuch a Courſe of Holineſs as will content and 


ſupport me in a Dying Hour. 


444 me, O my God, and pardon me that I 
am ſo unready to appear before my Fudge, ſo 


unready to meet that Death, which will 


ſink all the Gaities, Pleaſures, Feaſts and Bu- 
ſineſs of the World into an equal Littleneſs, and 


ſhew how vain a Creature Man is. 


Make me ſee that Religion is a Form of Life 
offer'd unto God, every where; and lies not in 
Forms of Prayer; that it is the Daily Sacrifice 
of à reaſonable Conduct, of wiſe Actions, of Pu- 


rity of Heart, and — Affections, and 
does not eonſiſt of Superficia 


and Lip-Devo- 
tions. 8 : 
I lament the Delicacy and Indulgence of my 


Education, which has but too much fitted me 


for a Senſual, Selt-gratifying Life, which for a 
long Time I have ſadly perſued; As if the great 


Ends of Life were to Dreſs Fine, to be Seen and 
- Admired; My Defires have been irregular, and 


my Views proud, and my Soul a neglected Thing. 

But ſince thy Word has touched my Heart, 
and opened my Eyes, for which I can never 
render thee ſufficient Praiſe, I am. determin'd 
my Soul ſhall be more my Care; I will Nowfþ 
it with good Works, make it Wiſe by Read- 
ing, Enligbten it by Meditation, Strengtben it by 
Prayer, Adorn it with Meekneſs, Sweeten it by 
Humility, Enliven it by Hymns and Pſalms, 
and Comfort it by Reflections on the Future Glo- 


ry. | 5 . 
My Hope and my Purpoſe is, no longer to 


. 


Iive by Fancy and Humour, nor waſte my Money 


in Needleſs or Ridiculous Expences; but by the 


wiſe uſe of that Talent become Eyes to the Blind, 


Feet to the, Lame, Health to the Sick, Comfort 
to the Miſerable, not by a few Charitable Acti- 


ons 


* 
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eus only, but by a Charitable Life. 
I truft in thy Help, O Lord, that I ſhall no 
more gratify, and fo increaſe Unreaſonable Appe- 
tites, nor nouriſh ill Tempers, nor indulge my 
Paſſions, or Support, by the Purchaſe of 1 rifles, 
a vain and a worldly Frame of Mind. © 
How Common or - Faſhionable however ſuch 
Extravagancies are, ſince they tend to Corrupt 
the Temper of the Mind, and fill the Heart with 
poor and filly Paſſions, and divert from the 
Love of God and better Things, I reſolve not 
to be any longer conform'd to the fooh{h Cuſtoms - 
of the World, which are ſo manileſt Obſtructions 
and Hindrances to a pious Spirit, I beg I may 
always have Courage rather to eſteem the Cha- 
rafter of a true Chriſtian, than of a fine Lady; 
may Jook better to the State of my Heart, and 
chooſe to recommend my ſelf by the ſolid Vir- 
tues of the Mind, and by an Unſpotted and 
Beneficent Life, rather than any Outſide Fine- 
ries. | We 
And I pray that at laſt, after a Life ſpent in 
religious Fear, I may find a merciſul Pardon of 
my paſt Follies, and a merciful Acceptance of my 
poor Services, in the Day when 1 muſt ſtand na- 
ked amongſt Common Souls, before Jeſus Chriſt 
my righteous Judge, and compathonate Interceſ- 
for, who loved me, and I hope, has waſhed me 
from my Sins in his own Blood, to. whom be Glo- 
ry and Dominion for ever. Amen. 
bee Law's ſerious Call &c. 


. 


XXXII. The Prayer of a Young Woman in 


the CouNTRx. 
Ver bleſſed God! 1 adore thine infinite 
Knowledge and Wiſdom preſiding over the 
| 1 5 Whole 
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whole World, governing the long Chain of Cau- 
ſes and Events, fo ordering Affairs in the Natu⸗ 
val and Rational World, that all Perſons fall in- 
to ſuch States as were Fore-ſeen and Fore- or- 
dained to their beſt Advantage, and which beſt 
Subſerve the great Ends of thy Government. 
I II would therefore be eaſy and chearful in my 
Country Station, in Conſequence of my Refigna- 
tion to the Divine Will, and deſire to devote 
my Spare Hours to the Cultivating my Mind 
with right Apprebenſions of God, and right Af- 
Fections towards him; And every Day, and every 
Hour to think act and live according to the Strict- 
eſt Rules of Chriſtianity, continually improving 
and perfecting my Spirit, that it may be re- 
turn d unto God Holy and Heavenly by the prac- 
tiſe of Univerſal Holineſs. . 

I thank God I have been train'd up in Hum 
ble Þrduſtry, in great Plainneſs of Lite, in Mo- 
ey of Dreſs, of Manners and Carriage, and in 
Spirit of true Religion. Though I poſſeſs not the 
the Gaities, the Fineries, the Diverſions of Young 
Women in Town ; I am alſo free of their Temp- 
tations, Snares, Deluſions, which draw many 1n- 

: 8 idle, impertinent, careleſs, giddy way of 
- Late, | | | | 
I be more I reaſon and reflect, the more I ſee into 
the Vanity of fine Dreſſes, and thoſe Amuſements 
which could never pleaie ſo much, but through 
a Littleneſs of Mind, and Want of Thought. I de- 
lire to count nothing fine about me, but a fine 
Mind,; that I may never affect to ſhew my Breed- 
ing any way, but by a juſt Judgment of Things, 
by Love and Good-will, by Compaſhon and Ten- 
derneſs, by Affability and Condeſcenſion, and by 
all the Virtues of a Chriſtian; that it may ap- 
pear Religion has the Government of my Heart, 
and that Heavenly Love, founded in Reaſon, and 
Piety, poſſeſſeth my Heagt. Give 


5 ade, 75 * e * N W * * 5 * 88 n 3 0 . 
1 * * * - e 
* % - * - 
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Give me Grace to fit ſo looſe to this World, 

That I may part with it every Night, as if I was 3 
never to foe it more, and to uſe it every Day, f 
as a World that is pong away. Give me a clean ; 

and bright Mind fitted to contemplate and love 
whatever is Virtuous, Holy and Divine, and al- 
ways diſpoſed to imitate the Temper and Life 
of my dear Lord, who died to redeem me from 
all Iniquity. . ä 

Deliver me from an idle State of Mind, and 
from all thoſe wrong Ends which wou'd ſpoil my 

Actions, and manifeſt unto God a ſecret Cor- 

ruption of Heart. Deliver me from every De- 

gree of that Pride, which creates a thouſand Wants 
as troubleſome as if God had created Men and 
Women with a thouſand Appetites. N 

Keep me from being too Eager of thoſe in- 

nccent Diverſions which my Country State af- 
ford; And as I have daily, Opportunities of view- 
ing a vaſt Variety of God's Works in the Fields 
and Gardens round me, and in the Heavens over 
me, may I prefer theſe Meditations to the poor 

ſatisfactions of Senſe, which Men deſtitute of Re- 
ligion take up with. 5 | 
Aſſiſt me, O God of Grace, in praying down 
all my !1-natur'd Paftons, and by converſing with 
God may I be inſpired with tender Sentiments 
towards my Fellow- Creatures. 
I defire, by Purity of Thought, and Chaſtity 
of Behaviour, to conſecrate my Soul and Bod 
a Temple of God; Inhabit my Heart, O God, 

by thy holy Spirit. VVV 

As I have no Notion of a Saint genteely Dreſt, 

I wou'd be far from any undue Affections for 

platted Hair, Gold and Pearl Ornaments, or any 

_ coſtly Array, but (as it becometh Young Wo- 
men profeſſing Godlineſs) may I be adorn'd with 
modeſt Apparel, Shame-facedneſs, Sobriety, an 
Wo rr To IT 
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good Works, and with a meek and quiet Spirit, — 
as holy Women of old adorn'd themſelves, and 


which, in the fight of God, are of great Price. 
10. 1 „ 
I ſincerely lament all my paſt Mis-behavi- 
our, and am greatly 2 I ſhould improve 
ſlemblings no better; How | 
oft have I been drawn into thy Houſe by fo 
little and ſo ſinful a Motive as to bew my ſelf 
and fee others, while in the mean time Prayer 
has been loſt, Pſalms and Hymns have never af- 
fected me, and my Heart has received the Word ' 
as a High Way doth Seed, where little or 
none takes root and grows. : 
Thus have I prophaned thy SanQuary, tram- 
pled on the Goſpel of Salvation, and neglected 


the Blood of a Saviour ſhed to ſave my Soul. 


O that the Memory of my Lord may be more 
Dear to me, that I may follow his Example, 
and Obtain an Intereſt in his Purchaſe. Im- 
preſs my Spirit, Lord, with ſuch a vigorous ſenſe 


of thy Love in Chriſt Jeſus to me, as may pro- 
voke me to an Unwearied Diligence in well - do- 


ing all my Days; that when this vain World is 


at an End, and my Days on Earth are finiſhed, 


I may enter into Peace, Reſt and Joy for ever 
more, through Jeſus Chriſt, through whom be gi- 
ven to thee, O Father, by the Aids of the Holy 
Spirit, Everlaſting Praiſes. . Amen. | 


n 2 
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XXXIII. The Praver of 4 Youns Man in 


CoOUnTSHIEP, 


Nfinitely Great and Glorious Creatof and Go- 
vernour of the World, who made Man in 
thine own Image, that he might know, honour, 
love ſerve, and live with thee for ever. 1 1 | 
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And who haft made him Male and Female, that 
by uniting in the deareſt Society, they might 


help each other to ſerve thee better, and raiſe 
up a feed to carry on thy Worſhip and Service 
while the World ſhall endure. | | 

As I judge it no longer my Duty, Intereſt and 
ſafety to live alone, I am looking out for a Help 


meet for me, who may be my Life Companion, to 


bear with me a Share of all my Troubles, to par- 
take of all. my Joys, and aſſiſt me in all my La- 
bours and Cares. = e 


| Upon this Great Occaſion, I addreſs my ſelf 


to thee, O good and gracious God, of whoſe 
Care and Love, I have already had ſo ample 
Experience, that I may be directed in my Choice, 


and in every Step I take in this important Affair. 
I beg that I may not be under the prevailing 


Influence of a Worldly Spirit, nor be govern'd 
by meerly Secular Views; ſince the Happineſs and 
Comfort of Life confiſteth not in the Abundance 
of the Things that a Man poſleſſeth. | 


May I be principally determined in my Par- 


ſuit by Perſonal Characters, and an Agreeable- 
neſs of Temper; To this End make me in Love 


with Wiſdom, Modeſty, Goodneſs and all Vir- 


tue, which are the Beauties of the Mind; That 
this Principle may ſecure my Heart from folfow- 


ing the Charms of Beauty without Grace, and be- 


ing taken with any fading Good. | 

As I hope the Mot ives of this World ſhall not 
tempt me to Court and Marry the Perſon I do 
t, and fear I cannot love; fo I beg Wiſdom and 
Grace to induce me to love and chooſe a Perſon 
every way deſerving my Love and Choice. 
It is vt in Man, much leſs in Young Men to 

direct their Way; do thou O Heavenly Father, 
lead me in the Way I ſhow'd go; that 1 may 
find a Perſon in whoſe Society 1 ſhall be as 


happy 
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happy as the State of Things here will allow 
and open my way to Succeſs in my lawful Un- 
dertax ing. | 


. 
n * 


May I never carry on ſo ſerious an Affair by 
Intrigue or Deceit, nor make Profeſions beyond 
my real Aſfections; but abhor the Thought of de- 
luding any innocent Fellow- Creature by vain 
and ſham Pretences. „„ | 
As I defire to enter Honourably, and with a 
clear Conſcience into the Married State, I ask 
thine Aſſiſtance to overcome and diſcharge all 
impure Deſires, to ſubdue every irregular Paſſion, 
that Cy poſſeſs my Veſſel in Sanctification 
and Honour, ſeeing I am called by the Goſpel 
to Holineſs in all manner of Converſation. 

And Enable me, O my God, to make ſuch 
Improvements in Underſtanding, in Wiſdon!, in 
Diligence, Sobriety, and every inward Quality 
that I may become acceptable to a Perſon of real 
Merit. es | | 

And as ever I wou'd hopeto do well in this 
or any Affair, may I ſtrive to ſecure an Inter- 
eſt in thy Favour, who haſt the Hearts of all in 
thy Hands, by Unchangeable Love to thee, by 
living in thy Fear, by a care to pleaſe thee - 
in Faithful and Univerſal Obedience. 
If, in thy wiſe Providence, thou ſeeſt fit to de- 
ny me Succeſs, and croſs me by any Diſappoint- 
ments, I beg a humble Submiſſion to thy Will, 
which, I hope, will order all Things to my pre- 
ſent and Everlaſting Good. The more Vatity 
and Vexation of Spirit I find in the Affairs of 
this preſent Life, may I the leſs think of Ref 
below, and the more ſeek a Kingdom that cannot 
be moved, where Chriſt my Dear Lord, liyes and 
- Feagns for ever and ever. Ann, 


XXXIV. 
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XXXIV. The Pravs R of a Youns Wamay in 


COURTSHIP, 


| Moſt High and Holy Majeſty, who art befo 
all Things, ee bleſſed in "4 = 
ſelf, and art diſpoſed to make all thy Creatures 
bleſſed and happy ſuitably to their Nature and 
' Capacities; I bow down my felf before thee, 
under a ſenſe of my own Inſufſiciencies, and that 
nothing can make me truly happy pithout th 
Love and: . | 
Poſſeſs'd of this Belief, I deſire in the firft 
Place to chooſe thee, O God, as the Strength of 
my Heart, and the Portion of my Soul; for whom 
have I in Heaven hut thee, and what 1s therg 
in all the Earth deſirable compared with thee : 
Having avouched thee, the Lord, to be my God, 
I hope thou wilt be my Guide through Life, 
and at Death my Exceeding great Reward, 
I ama poor young thoughtleſs Creature, ſub 
ject to many falſe Fudgments and fooliſh Faſiaus, 
and dare not truſt my ſelf in the leſſer Affairs 
of Life; I need Wiſdom from above in the 
Conduct of Every Day, and much more in the 
great Article of chooſing a Companion for, Life; 
And ſince thy Providence ſeems putting this 
Matter now to my Choice, I pray thou wouldſt 
aſſiſt all my own Deliberations on a matter ſq 
Momentous; and over-rule for my good the Con- 
ſultations of my Parents and Friends, that the 
Iſſue my b 34. 
FKeep up in my Soul a continual and an aweful 
Apprehenſion of thy Preſence and All- ſeeing 
Eye over me, that this may diſpoſe me to the 
ſtricteſt Watch over my Thoughts, Words and 
Actions; that no Appearance of Evil may at- 
tend my Behavigur; God: forbid I ſhon'd ever 
FT admit 


. * N R „rd , , 
- - 1 22 ** — a r os Hh ** 9 2 i 5 2 n 2 - * ; W ——— n 5 10 2 n 
* FR | W f A "To % 8 , c A t as 0 Hs 
þ „ at hv th OE Be Booker ee = V iv © : — — — — EINE CI ITS 
A _ * „„ RO — — * N * 3 R 8 2 e * N 4 I Ly Ip 1 
R — — * 0 9 * E - hal . * 2 WR {8 * Y : 
on eg A RR br 4 ; 4 
3 
+ 
—_ 
5 > 
BE 
— 
i% 4 


82 TeTwg CHRISTIANS 
admit a Thought of thoſe Sins which War againſt 
the Soul, and kill the Seeds of Religion. | 

Let the Purity of my Mind, the Innocency 
of my Intention, the Unſpotted Chaſtity of my 
Whole Conduct keep off all undue Advances, 
and baniſh all indecent Talk from my Ears. 

Indue me with a diſtinguiſhing Judgment, 

and diſpoſe and enable me to weigh and Mea- 
ſure a Man rather by the Qualities of his Mind 
than by the Mein of his Perſon, the Air of his 
Addreſs, or the Bulk of his Fortune. 

As I hope thou haſt already in thy great 

Goodneſs, given me a Love to Wiſdom and 
Piety, I beg thy gracions Hand will prevent 
my being ever Yoak'd with a Fool, a Sot, or a 
Knave; May no Worldly Inducements whatever 
draw me into an irreligious Match, or an abſurd 

Choice. | Ob — 
But teach and incline me to fix upon one 
who will always conſider me as his deareſt Poſ- 
ſeſion in Life, who will every Day contribute to 
my Comfort and Happineſs, and whoſe wiſe, 
ſober, religious Behaviour will be my growing 
ien. „„ | 

In order to which defirable State of Life, be- 
ſtow on me, O God, all thoſe inward Excellen- 
cies, and real Virtues which will render me ever 

more and more acceptable to a Man of the trueſt 
Judgment and Penetration; that if a Married State 
be my Lot it may be an Addition to the Happi- 
| neſs of each of us in the preſent Life, and no Bar 
to our Preparation for Happineſs hereafter. 

Fit me for all the Duties and Offices of ev 
Station of Life; And if ever I ſtand at the Head 
of a Family, May 1 fill up that great Place 
with all Wiſdom and Prudence, © 

But however theſe Affairs iſſue, keep my Heart 
 immutably fix'd on thee and thy Ways; Raiſe 
| . | me 


* 
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A me up to great Degrees of Sacred Goodneſs, 
tranſſate my beſt Aﬀections from all theſe lower 


Objects, in every undue Meaſure, and place them 


upon him who is fairer than the Children of Men, 
and cauſe unſeen Things to exceed in mine Eye, 


and to out-ſhine all the fading Splendor of 
_ Earthly Objects: Poſſeſs me with ſo ſtrong a a 
ſenſe of thy Love to me in Chriſt Jeſus as ſhall 
cure me of a Vorldly Spirit, of all Sloth of Mind, 


and ſinful Solicitude about the Events of time. 

In whatever State and Relation of Life I am, 
I pray that my Love to any thing here below 
may not degenerate into Fondneſs, nor my Foy 
and Chearfulneſs into Lightneſs and Vanity, nor 
my Seriouſneſs and Sorrow turn into Melanchol- 
ly and Diſcontent, nor my Juſt Anger proceed 


to Hatred and Contention, nor my Induſtry in 


Buſineſs ſink into Earthlinefs of Mind, or grow 


into Carelefneſs and Diſtruſt, nor my Diſcreti- 


on and Prudence ever put on the Form of Craft, 
Diſſimulation and Deceit. | | 


But in all Things may I behave with Chriſ- 


tian Innocency, and true Wiſdom, that I may 
adorn the Doctrine of my Lord and Saviour. 
Jeſus Chriſt in all my Actions. To him be 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings for ever and ever 
Amen. 125 | 
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XXXV. The PrRaveR of a YounG Man on the 


Point of MARRIACk. 


Alen God, thou great Builder, and great 


Ruler of the Intellectual World, and all 
Affairs belonging to it. | 

In order to people the World, and bring more 
Souls upon their Trial, under the Care of proper 
Inſtructors, and in order to promote the Happi- 


M'z:-: neſs. 
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neral. 


neſs of Mankind, thou haſt fitted us for the So- 


cial State; nor thought it good for Man to be a- 


one in Paradiſe, and therefore didſt create him 


a ſuitable Companion there; and haſt ordained 
Marriage as an Honourable State for Man in ge- 
With thee is the Refidue of the Spirit, and 5 
thou couldſt as eaſily have forined more Men or 


more Women ; but in that great Original Pattern 


haſt thou ſhewn us it is thy Pleaſure, as moſt 


conducive to the good of the World, to our 


own Happineſs, and a neceſſary Means to raiſe 
a Godly Seed, that in the Conjugal State our 
Hearts ſhou'd be entire in the Love of one. 
T adore the Infiniteneſs of thy Wiſdom, and 
the Unſearchable Skill of thy Hand, and the 
Unbounded Iſſues of thy Love, which, in every 
Age ſo equally divides and ballances the Num- 
bers of each Sex, diſtinguiſhes them by Lines vi- 
ſible in the Countenance, and beautifies them 
with a Variety of attractive Graces. WE 
Through the Influence of thy Counſel; and the 
Direction of thy Hand, which I always ſought, 
I hope, I have made a wiſe Ooice; And; through 
thy Goodneſs, have thus far ſucceeded in my Ad- 
dreſſes. e EL 
Great and many are the Mercies of my paſt 
Life, which I recount with Praiſe, may they 
continue and abound in every future Stage. And, 
as far as I can Judge, ſeeing I am near a Change 
from a Single into a Social Life, I beg Grace 
and Help faitable to my intended new Rela- 
tion; Give me an underſtanding of all the Duties 


of the Chriſtian Life, and of the Married State, 


and an Inclination to diſcharge them all: Let 
that ſolid Content, that undivided Friendſhip, 


that mutual Satisfaction in each other ariſe from 


our near Relation and daily * if 
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ſhall always cauſe me to reflect on my Marri- 
age Day as a Great Day, a Happy Day in Life. 
But as I know not what a Day may bring forth, 
fit me, by Wiſdom, Patience, Reſolution and 
Truſt in God, to bear well and improve the ſoreſt 
Diſappointment I may meet with. | 
I earteſtly commend to thy Fatherly Care my 
intended Spouſe, if through thy wiſe Diſpoſal 
of Affairs, we are brought together, I deſire I may 
always treat her as the Wife of my Youth, of my 
Choice, of my Covenant, and of my Love, with 
Dearneſs and Un-alienable Affection. May I 
always repreſent her to my Mind- under the moſt 
| advantageous Idea, and in the moſt lovely Cha- 
racters; and never be tempted to harbour one 
unkind Thought againſt her, or to give her an 
unkind Look or Word. By a wile, tender and 
loving Behaviour, may I always recommend my 
ſelf to her Eſteem and Sincereſt Affection; Let 
no Miſtakes or Suſpicions ariſe to ſpoil the En- 
tireneſs of our Love. May ſhe be always Mine, 
let my Heart reſt and truſt in her, let her 
Breaſts ſatisfie me at all times, and may I be 
raviihed ever with her Love. | 
I. beg, Lord, that the Purity of our Hearts, 
the Chaſtity of our Converſation, the Sweetneſs 
o our Tempers, a Complying Diſpoſition, cou» 
pled with religious Fear, may render us accept- 
able unto each other and to God. May all our, 
Troubles be lefſened by dividing them, and all 
dur Joys encreaſed by communicating them. 
And begimming our New State holily, under 
a ſenſe of God and Eternal Things, may we go. 
on chearfully through the World, and find a 
pure and more durable Happineſs prepared 
or tis at laſt, in the Prefence of the Lamb which 
was Slain, To whom be all Bleſſing, and Honour, 
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XXXVI. The PaATER of a Young Woman 
| zntending to enter the MARRIED STATE. 


Nfinitely wife and Omniſcient God, who haft 
thine Eye upon all the Children of Men, 
and thy Hand upon all the Springs of Actions 
ſo that though the Lot 7s caſt into the Lap, the 


whole diſpoſing thereof is from the Lord, 


To thee I come with my humble Prayer ; The 
Important Change in Lite before me, fills me with 
vaſt Concern ; I am going to diſpole of my felt 


For Life, and hope.it is with the Apprabation 


of thee, O Great Father, to whom I have before 
given up my fſekf, and whoſe Direction I have 
ſought in this Matter; and as my Parents and 
Friends approve my Choice I hope it will be at- 
tended with thy Bleſſing. | | 


I think of it with Fear and Trembling, as | 


Conſcious of my * Failings, and how inſuffici- 


ent I am to fullfil all the great Duties of a Wife, 
a Miſtreſs, a Mother, and a Neighbour: But ſince 
thou haſt Ordained Man and Woman to be mu- 


| tual Helps and dear Companions to one another; 


I hope I do not ſin in conſenting to change my 
State: And as I have choſe a Man of Religion 


and Virtue, of agreeable Temper, and a ſuit- 
able Condition as far as my Judgment enables 


me, ſo I hope, through the divine Concurrence, 


our Marriage will be the Foundation of all that 


Happineſs which can flow from Society and true 
Friendſhip in this imperfe& State. 5 

1 ask thy gracious Aſſiſtance, O God, in ſuch 
a perfectly chaſte and faithful, innocent and plea- 
ſant Behaviour, as may always recommend me to 


my Conſort's beſt Regards, and trueſt Love, that 


his Heart may at all times ſafely truſt in me. 


Help me to ſtudy his Humour, and, as far as I 
may without Sin and Folly, comply with it; 


Whatever 


PRATER BOOK 7 
Whatever I find in it diſagreeable, may I En- 
deavour to amend and rectify by an Excellency 
of Temper, and a winning Behaviour ; always 


ſtriving to cover his Failings. and often repre- 


ſenting to my ſel! in the beſt Light his Virtuous 


Qualities. 


May we never give ear to any who wou'd raiſe 


the leaſt Uneaſineſs betwixt us, but let perfect 


Love caſt out Fear. 

| God forbid I ſhou'd ever fink into an indo- 
lent, idle and trifling Temper, and ſaunter a- 
way Life in Unprofitable Vanities. Let the 
Principles of Religion diſpoſe me to all Pru- 


dence, Induftry and Goodneſs in every Relation, 


that 1 may in my Houſe and Neighbourhood, 
be a Pattern of good Works. e 
If I am bleſſed with Children, and ftand ov 
Servants, help me to treat them all ſuitably to 
their Station, bringing them up in the ways of 
— Wiſdom, and not ſuffering them to eat the Bread 
of Idleneſs, 3 
I defire my Houſe may be a Houſe of God, my 


chilelv ex 


Family a truly Chriſtian Family that we may 
live under an aweful Regard to thy Preſence, 


and in Expectation of future Judgment. 8 
Now unto thee, O God, through the Merits 


and Paſſion of thy Dear Son, I commend my ſelf, 


my intended Spouſe, and all my Concerns, beg- 
ging that whatever befal me, I may Unchange- 
ably adhere to thee, and perſevere in the Love 
and Service of my Dear Redeemer, To whom be 


the Glory of all his Charitable Regards to a loſt 


World, now and for ever. Amen. 


XXVII. A Paavxx fitted td the uſe of a Son 
ä or Daughter of a Poor Family. 


Reat God, thy Kingdom ruleth over all, 
I and though the Lot of Families and Per- 
Y > . 
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ſons ſeems to be thrown careleſly and by chance, 


yet the whole diſpoſing thereof is under thy Di- 


rection; Unſearchable are thy Judgments, they 


are quite above out of our ſight; Yet I am per- 
fwaded the Fudge of all the Earth does what Is 
Right; And though many of thy Paths are paſt 
finding ont, I deſire to wait till the Scheme of 
Providence is finiſhed, and thou ſhalt wind up 
all Human Affairs in Univerſal Judgment, when, 


I doubt not, the Beauty and Goodneſs of every 


Part of thy Adminiſtration will abundantly ap- 
ear. | i no | 
21 find my ſelf brought forth in a poor Dwel- 
ling, and under Parents as poor, our Labour and 
our Fare are both hard, with Difficulty we get 
our Bread, and can ſcarcely obtain warm and 
decent Covering; While I ſee great Numbers li- 
ving in Affluence and Plenty, and ſeemingly 
Unregardful of the Neceſſities of the Poor; This 
is ſometimes my Trouble, and tempts me to 
queſtion thy Providence; But God forbid I ſhou'd 
entertain and cheriſh any ſuch Thoughts; I am 


perſwaded thy tender Mercies are over all thy 


Works; that theſe ſeeming In-equalities in thy 


Dealings will one Day be removed, and Man- 
kind put more upon a Level in a ſuitable Pro- 
portion to their preſent Behaviour, 


I pray it may, therefore, be my great Care 
to behave well, while I am upon my Trial, that 


when this poor and wretched Life is over, I may 


be Rich in Pißeriting the Promiſes, when I ſhall 


oon forget my Poverty, and remember my Mie 
ſery no more, 1 : 5 


To this End, make me eaſy and contented with 
my preſent Condition, which thon haſt put me 
into; Make me Diligent and Induſtrious in my 
lawtul Calling, as the way to a Blefling ; Make 


me I/ ne and Honeſt, that the lowneſs of my Con- 


„ - aTvp 
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dition may never put me upon unwarrantable 
Methods to mend it, which can only make it 
worſe; make me thankful my Mercies are fo - 


many, and the leaſt of them above my Deſert , 
make me chearful in Religion, and in taſting 
all the Fruits of thy Common Bounty, knowing 
that I ſerve a gocd Maſter in Heaven. 2 

Check in me a Murmuring Temper, keep me 
from Quarrelling with thy Dealings, and lead 
me to conſider how poor my Saviour was out of 

Choice, and how many Thouſands in the World 
are as poor as I; that my Sins deſerve not only a 

few Years, but Everlaſting Poverty; that my Po- 
verty in the World will not prevent my be- 
ing Rich in Grace, nor bar me out of Hea- 
ven, where a poor Beggar is happy in Abrabam's 

Boſom. Oo N 

May theſe Conſiderations quiet and comfort 
my Spirit; and the lower I am in Bodily Fof 

ſeſions, may I be under the more ardent Con- 

cern to improve my Mind, by the Knowledge 
of God, and in Love to Chriſt, in Humility 
and Reſignation, in Charity and Faith, that 

minding theone thing needful, and chooſing the 
better Part, after I have finiſhed a State of 

Trial upon Earth, I may be with Chriſt in 


Heaven. : „„ 

I might have had both poor and wicked Pa- 
rents, which wou'd have doubled my Miſery; 
but, bleſſed be God, my Father and Mother, in 
their Low Eſtate, have found time to teach their 
Children the Knowledge of God, have kept up 

religious Worſhip, and have not been drawn into 
unrighteous Arts. I hope, as we truſt in thee, 
and endeayour to ſerve thee as well as we are 
able, thou wilt never wholly for/ake us. Good God! 
let us never want Bread, nor be forc'd to go 
naked, or. ftarye with Cold, — but feed ug 
2 ER. Vith 
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with Food Convenient for us, give us our daily 


Bread, and give us a Mind as low and humble 
as our Condition: Hear the Cries of a diſtreſſed. 
Family, in thy own way and time raiſe us up 
Relief, and make us ſenſible of thy Goodneſs, 
that any Chriſtians take a compaſhonate Notice 
of us, and Miniſter to us, indue us with a grate- 
ful Spirit to thy Telf and them 
And whatever we want, let us not want Par- 
don, Chriſt and Heaven; and however it fare 
with us on Earth, let us all ſeek an Intereſt in 
better Things than the Earth affords, even in 
the purchaſed Riches of the Redeemer, who will 
neither take a Rich Siuner into Heaven, nor ſhut 
a poor Saint out of it; whom, I hope, I love and 
ſerve, and to whom be Glory for ever. Amen. 


* 
— 


XXXVnI. A Praven for the uſe of a Son or 
et Daughter of Rich Parents 8 


Lorious God, thou art the great Father 
of the Creation, and Univerſal Benefactor 
to all Creatures, and art Rich in Mercy to all 
who call upon thee. 2 3 
Jam the Work of thine Hands, fearfully and 
wonderfully made, curiouſly wrought fire ; 
appeared in the World, and have been merci- 
fully and kindly provided for fince I came in- 
to it. | . SE 
It is but a little while ago, that I was not 
at all, and if I never had come into Being, no 
wrong had been done me; and when thy Wiſ- 
dom reſolved to form me, I might have been 
brought forth in a Cottage, covered with Rags, 
barely fed, and hard work'd, expoſed ro Hunger 
and Cold, and other Hardſhips, to which I Te | 
Hundreds of poor Creatures expoſed, who may 
be as good, or better than 1. on. 2 
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Yet 1 am born of wealthy Parents, who have 


5» 


with Care and Tenderneſs brought me up, I am 
well fed, well clad, well lodg'd, well attended, 
and * way well ſupplied; And, which I 
ſhou'd be moſt ſenſible of, I am well taught ; 
my Parents ſpare no Care . and Charge for my 
- reigous nd 8 | 


In an humble and thapkful ſenſe of this Diſ- 


tinguiſhing Goodneſs, and of all thy Mercies 
both to my Body and Soul, I bow down my ſelf 
before thee; I reſign my ſelf to thee my Former, 
my Preſerver, my BenefaRor, and indulgent 
Father; I offer thee my Praiſes, and defire to 
glorify thee by the Fruits of an Obedient Life. 


I am, aſhamed I have no earlier remembered 


thee, the God of my Life, and that now I pre- 
ſent my ſelf to thee ſo little improved in Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, in Sacred Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, under ſo many Advantagesz And that I 
have made ſo poor returns for Mercies ſo great 
and numerous. 5 rr» 
1 am aſhamed fo much of my Time and my 
Money have been ſpent on Trifles and Vanities, 
and fo little laid out for the good of my own 
Seul, or the Souls of others. 5 0 

O God, open my Mind and turn my Heart, 
that the Wealth and Affluence of this World's 
good, in which 1 live, may never be a ſnare 
to me to lead me into a Worldlimeſs of 
Spirit; may it never tempt my Heart 


from God, to the negle& of Religion and the 


concerns of my Soul, nor ever be abuſed by 


Luxury, Wantonneſs and a Senſual Life, leſt 


Sickneſs and Death ſurprize me in a looſe and 
unprovided Poſture, and after I have lived Rich, 


be forced to die Poor. | 
J own it is infinite Kindneſs in thee, O God, 


to ſend thy Son to teach us, in the midſt of 


eur 
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dur Abundance, to live Soberly, Righteouſly and 
Godly; Let a powerful ſenſe of thy Love in 
Chriſt to me conſtrain me to love thee above all 
the World, to tleave immoveably to thee as my 
chief Good; to ſurrender my Will, my Deſires, 
my Actions to thy Holy Will; and for ever to 
abide ina Reſolution to pleaſe thee in the con- 
ſtant Exerciſes of Piety, Righteouſneſs, Tempe- 
rance and” Charity; And I beg theſe holy Dif- 
poſitions and Deſires may never languiſh and 
die in me, but grow into a ſettled Habit of re- 
ligious Purity and Uſefulneſs. 
Give me, at preſent, a Tenderneſs towards 
the poor miſerable Creatures round me, and a 
readineſs to help them as I am able: And if 
ever I become poſſeſſed of any ſhare of this 
World's Wealth, indue me with a largeneſs of 
Heart equal to my Ability, that I may be not 
only rich in this World, but rich in good Works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to commygicate, as 
the ſure way to provide an Everlaſting Habita- 
tion for my Soul, and to be Rich or ever. 
Bring me under the Influence of my Father's 
and Mother's Example, who, I ſee. are conſtantly 
encouraging good Miniſters, diſtributing Books of 
Piety, aſſiſting honeſt Tradeſmen under Diſcou- 
ragements, helping the Poor, and every way, 
and every Day doing Good, according to the A- 
bility God gives them; and are as conſtantly re- 
commending a religious, thankful, juſt and chari- 
table Temper to me and all their Children, as 
the ſureſt Foundation of our Happineſs here and 
rr 3 
Make me Diligent in Buſineſs, and wiſely 
Frugal in Expences, denying my ſelf of Fine 
Dreſſes, Rich Diet, and all coſtly Ornaments; 
that I may have to ſpare for him that weedeth ; 
Knowing that I muſt give an Account how I 
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have improved this my Talent of Worldly 
Wealth. 45 | 
And ſeeing Riches expoſe, to ſo many Snares 


and Dangers, I humbly beg that the Belief of 


thy Goſpel, and the Influence of thy bleſſed 


Spirit may keep me unſpotted from the World; 


that no. Defires after encreaſing Wealth; Plea- 


ſures, Greatneſs or Power may deſtroy in me 


Love to God, or carry me away from my Dus» 
ty to. thee, or my Fellow-Creatures. 
And ſeeing 1 know] not what may be ere To- 
Merrow, if in thy wiſe and juſt Providence 
thou ſhalt fee fit to change the Face of Affairs 


in our Houſe, and reduce me to a moderate or 
a mean Condition in the World; may I, by Truſt 
in God, by Humility, by a Habit of Induſtry, 
by a Spirit of Self-denial, by a contented Frame 


of Heart, be able to bear it, and to improve it, 


that ſuch a Change may turn to my Everlaſting 


If I am continued in Plenty, may I not ſuf- 
fer Riches te choak the Word, and hinder my 


Fruitfulneſs; Let not the Proſperity of Fools de- 


ſtroy me, nor may I put off my ſelf with a 


 Forldly Portion, when God offers me, in Chriſt, 
Riches Everlaſting. oe 55 


Keep me from Haughtineſs and Pride, from 


High-Living and Wantoneſs, in a full Eſtate; 
May I never value my ſelf on the Account of 
outward and loſeable Poſſeſſions, and which are 
often the Portion of the Wicked; nor ever be 


tempted to deſpiſe the good and vertuous, becauſe 


they are poor: And God forbid I ſhou'd ever, 

either to gain or keep this World, hazard or 

loſe my 7 Soul; but rather count all Dong 
8 


and Loſs compared with the Excellencies 


Chriſt, and the Glories of his Purchaſe ; That 
& after all thou haſt done for me wr 
. Eq a, 
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1 with my dear Parents, Brothers c. and 
all my Chriſtian Relations and Friends may 
meet in Heaven, and poſleſs that Inheritance 
which will laſt for ever. All which I beg in 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt the great Chriſtian 
Advocate, to whom be Glory for ever. Amen. 


— 


III. 4 PRA VE 1 to be uſed by Children whoſe 
Parents are in a Middle Condition. 


Lord God! How great and manifold are thy 
Works! In Wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all; the Infinite Variety of them ſhew the In- 
finiteneſs of thine Underflanding, the Fullneſs of 
thy Power, and thy perfect Liberty in Acting. 
The Diſtributions thou makeſt of the Bleſſings 
of thy Goodneſs ſhew thee to be Sovereign of the 
World, Proprietor of the Earth, and Lord over 
Men. Amidſt all the Changes and Alterations 
of the World, thou remaineſt Unchangeable in 
thy Nature and Will, and Eternal in thy Durati- 
on. And though thou haſt divided very Unequal 
Portions of Temporal Poſſeſſions to Men, thou 
art Equally Bleſſed in thy own Goodneſs and o- 
ther Perfections, and diſpoſed to make all Men 
Bleſſed here, and Bleſſed for ever, if they wiſely 
improve the Station they are in, and the Bleſſings 
they at preſent enjoy. EEC 

Through thy great and undeſerved Goodneſs, 
T am in a State which the Experience and Teſ- 
timony of all wiſe and good Men, and the Teſ- 
timony of thy Word pronounce the Beſt; being 
born of Parents to whom thou haſt given neither 
N! verty, nor Riches, but by a Bleſſing on their 
Honeſt Induſtry, haſt fed them and theirs with 
Food convenient for us; I praiſe thee for this 
Mercy, and for the Senſe 1 have that it is a 
Mercy, „ I ee 


PRATER BOOK 55 
I ſee ſo many Rich Men riding Poſt to Hell, 
encreaſing their Wealth and Power by Methods 


of Unrighteouſneſs, or falling into the Snares and 


Temptations of Luxury and Senſuality, of Pride 


and Vanity, of Looſeneſs and Debauchery grow- 


2 ing forgetful of God, thoughtleſs and careleſs a- 
bout their Souls: I ſee fo little Religion, Righ- 


teouſneſs, Sobriety and Charity amongſt the Great 


that I have reaſon to bleſs God I am not born 


rieb, bred in Delicacy and State, or loaden with 


Ih 8 


Wealth. | 3 
On the other Hand, I ſee ſo many Poor 
brought up in Ignorance and Idleneſs, in 
Brutiſhneſs and ill Manners, in the Arts of 
Lying, Stealing and Defrauding, void of all 
ſenſe of God and Providence, deſtitute even of 
Humanity it ſelf, and oft in miſerable Want, 
that I have great reaſon to be thankful I am 
not born poor. 55 85 


Great Father, give me that Evenneſs and 


Tranquility, Steadineſs and Sobriety of Mind, 


that Induftry, Frugality Uprightneſs and Good- 
will to Man; that Thankfulneſs to God; that 


Chearfulneſs and Serenity which ſuits my Con- 


dition; and let it be my Reſolution to ſerve 
thee, and my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in the daily 
_ Exerciſes of theſe Virtues, under a conſtant Re- 


membrance of thy great Kindneſs to me, in 


making my Lot ſo happy; and under a ſenſe 


of my daily Dependance upon thee, as the Fa- 
ther of all my Mercies. | | 


Suffer not the Temptations of Proſperity or 
of Poverty, or any. other, to enter and corrupt 


our Family, and turn it into a Houſe of Un- 


_ godlineſs and Vanity, which is yet, bleſſed be 


thy Name, a Houſe of Religion, Love and true 
Devotion: But ſo perpetually keep us in thy 
Way and Fear that we may at laſt join the holy 
| | 1 aug 


» 


gs Thr Tong CHRISTIANS 
and the bleſſed Family of Heaven, where Re» 
ligion and Love dwell and reign for ever- more. 
Amen. | 5 


4 — 
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XL. The PRATER of a Youngs Man, Entering 
the MINISTRT. | 

I Reat God! By my Parents, and Friends, l 
J hope, by the Act and Temper of my own 
Heart I am dedicated to ſerve thee in the 

Miniſtry of the Goſpel of thy Son. 
But alaſs, I am a Child; How can I ſpeak for 
God? I am a Man of Unclean Lips, how ſhall J 
fay, © Here am I ſend me.” 
I tremble at the Awfulneſs of that Miniſtry, 
Whoſe Iſſue will be Life or Death to my ſelf, 
and to thoſe who hear me. Who is Suffcient to 
go on God's Errand, to entreat Souls to be re- 
conciled to him, to beſpeak Hearts for Chriſt > 
Who is Fit to ſtand between the Living and the 
Dead, and intercede with God to ſpare Sinners. 
I can do — in this Service, nothing ac- 
ceptable to a Holy God; nothing worthy of 
Ieſus Chriſt ; nothing ſaving to Souls, or fatif- 
tactory to my ſelf, unleſs thou touch my Lips and 
my Heart, that my Iniquity may be taken away, 
and my Sin covered: My Unholineſs will ruin 
me, it it be not pardoned; How can I go with 
Comfort to my Studies, or with Hope of Succeſs 
into the Pulpit, with my Guilt unremoved, and 
my Spirit unſanQitted. oo i | 
O God of Grace, mould my Heart anew, 
forgive my Sin; be with my Heart, and with 
my Mouth in all Tranſactions I ſhall be engag d 
in between God and Souls. Fill my Mouth with 
Arguments, when I plead with Sinners to turn 
to God; Fill my Soul with Reverence, when I 
3 penture 


#. 
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venture to plead with a Holy God to pity, par- 


don and fave Sinners; That ſo the Miniſtry of By 


the Goſpel in my Hands may become Glorious, 
by being a Miniſtration of the Spirit, of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and of Life to Numbers of Souls; that 
I may be the happy Inſtrument, under God, of 
_ raiſing to Life many a dead Soul, and of awak- 
ing many a careleſs Chriſtian, and of finiſhing 
Grace in many a Child of Godj +. - 5; 
To prepare me for anſwering theſe great Ends, 
Endue my Soul with the Deepeſt Senſe of thine 
All. ſeeing Eye over me in all my Works, of the 
Worth of Souls, and of the awful Account I muft 
give of my Life and Miniſtry to Jeſus Chriſt, 
my Maſter and Judge, in whoſe Name, and by 
whoſe Authority I go forth. „„ 
Make me ſenſible I can never acquit my ſelf 
with Faithfulneſs to Ged and Feſus Chriſt, and to 
my own Soul, unleſs I am Faithful to the Soul: 
of Others; In order that I may at laſt be found 
ait hful, work in me a true Love to Souls, and 
a tender Compaſſion over them; Open mine Eyes 
to ſee how great their Neceſſities are; and break 
in upon my Heart with Powerful Grace, that ſhall 
determine me to wait on my Miniſtry, which 
— to receive of the Lord Jeſus, ſo as to ful- 
If I become a Watchman in Iſrael, aſſiſt me 
to give faithful Warning to Wicked Men, that 
I may be a means of ſaving their Souls from Hell- 
but if the wicked will not turn and live, may 1 
deliver my own Soul. TE 
III become a Shepherd and Pzftor, may I feed 
the Flock of God with great Vigilance and Di- 
ligence, as under the Inſpection of the great Shep- 
herd; that the Hock may grow, the Building be 
carried! on, and the Hysbandry of God thrive. 
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988 be Tung CHRISTIANS 
. As I hope thou haſt given me a love to the Truth 
_ .- as it is in Jeſus, I pray that no Temptatinos 
maay ever prevail with me to corrupt the Word 
vf God, or handle it deceftfull r.. 
„ | * And. in reßard an N Worldly 
Temper, and a Looſe Life wou'd ſpoil all my work, 
God help me to look to my Self, as well as to 
my Doctrine, that after I have preached to O- 
 thers, I my Self may not be caſt away: But may 
I be able to appeal unto God and Men as Wit- ' 
neſſes how holily, how juſtly, how unblamably 
n,, y hy 
lf ever I am Or dained a Miniſter of the New 
Teſtament, and have the Miniſtration of the 
Seals of the Chriſtian Covenant committed to 
muy Truſt, enable me Judiciouſly and with Fi- 
ddelity to diſtinguiſh between the Holy and Pro- 
; phane, and make a Difference between the Clean 
and the Unclean, and not countenance . Sin by 
promitcyons Admins 
Deliver me from the Love of filthy Lucre, that 
"Ip in ſo holy a Miniſtry, I may not be governed 
EE. by. a Worldly Principle, and Secular Views; but 
learn to truſt God with my Bodily Support, 
while I am ſincerely engaged in his Service; 
And whatever State and Place thy Hand ſhall 
Fx me in, make me therein Contented, never 
growing Ambitious of Worldly Preferment. 
I pray, O God, that at all times my Beha- 
viour may be mixed with that true Gravity, 
. that innocent Chearfulneſs, and hearty Friend- 
r lineſs, that no one may deſpiſe my Touth, _ 
1 Make me Gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, 
in Patience and Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe who 
oppoſe themſelves, in order to recover them from 
the Snare of the Devil. „ 
Il am ſenſible of great Deficiencies as to Mi- 
niſterial Furniture, but I hope thy Grace my 
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be ſufficient for me, that though I am but an 
Earthen Veſſel, unworthy of ſo precious a Trea- 
ſure as the Truſt of Preaching the, Goſpel, yet 
thou wilt make it appear that the Excellency 

* of the Power which wins Souls is of Gd. 
And while I am giving up my ſelf to the Sa- 
cred Office, and to Reading, Meditation and 
Prayer, in order to execute it as & Steward of 
God may Succeſs attend and encourage all my 
Labours, that I may ſee the great Deſign of 
_ Chriſtianity, and of the Chriſtian Nlinifry anſwer- 
ing; by Mens turning from all Iniquity, by the 
general Reſormat ion of Mens Tempers and Lives, 
and by the Prevalency of a Heavenly Spirit 
amongſt my Hearers, _ V 
And having my ſelf ſet my Hand to the Plough, © 
may I never look back, leſt I loſe ny Share _ 
in the Kingdom of God; but at the End of a 
Life devoted to God, and to the Intereſt of his 
Kingdom, when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
may I receive a Crown of Glory, that fadeth- 7 1 
not away, and ſhine as a Star in the Firmament Y 
of God for ever and ever. Amen. = 
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XLI. 4 Praver for the Loxp's Day, in the = 3 


 Mornins. 


O moſt glorious God! This is a Day which 5 
the Lord hath made, I will be glad, and 
rejoice in it: Thou didſt build the World in ſin 
Days, and reſt the ſeventh, to be an Example Z 
unto us, to engage us to devote one ſeventh part of 
dur Time in celebrating thy Perfections and im- 
proving in Religion. 1 | 
Il bleſs thee for fo wiſe and merciful an Inſti- | 
tution; I deſire to ſpend one day in ſeven in 
thy Courts, for 1 love the Habitation of thy 
V5 0 e Houle 
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too The Towg CHRISTIANS 
Houſe, and the Place where thine Honour dwells, 
I T wouv'd not be always buſy in the World, 
and about the Body, but am deſirous to have 
ſome Communion with thee, my God and Fa- 
ther, and to devote ſome Hours for opening my 
Mind, bettering my Heart, and governing my 
Life, in order to prepare me for the Everlaſting 
Sabbath in Heaven; Chaſe away then all World- 
ly Affections, and raiſe my Soul above all theſe 
little Things, that I may begin the Day in the 
moſt devout Meditations, and all my Thoughts, 
| Paſſions, Actions through the Progreſs of the 
Day be Holy and Unreproveable in thy fight. 
May I never grow weary of the Sabbath, 
never ſpend it idly or unprofitably, but count 
. a Day in thy Houſe better than a thouſand ſpent 
in Sin and Vanity, in Carnal Mirth and Fol- 


I bleſs God my Dwelling is near thy Houſe, 
where I fit under the Shadow of the Goſpel 
with great Delight; never condemn me to an 
 Uncomfortable Diſtance from it. 
Diſpoſe my Heart ſuitably to the Sacred Ser- 
vice of the Day; give me a Pleaſure in the 
Thoughts of going up to the Houſe of the Lord; 
and cauſe all the religious Exerciſes of the Family 
and the Cloſet to concur with thoſe of thy Houſe, 
to fill my Soul with Light and Goodneſs, . 

Aſſiſt me O. God, in giving thee the Glory 
of all thy Works of Creation and Providence : 
And eſpecially enable me to magnify thee — 
for raiſing up thy Son Jeſus from the Dead on 
the firſt Day of the Week; for ſending down 
the Holy Spirit on the fame Day to enable the 
Apoſtles to preach. the Goſpel to all Nations, 
in their own Language; for inſtituting a Goſpel 
Miniſtry ; for meeting thy People, and bleſſing 
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May I be raiſed to a new Life of Holineſs | 
and Righteouſneſs, in Conformity to Chrift Ri- 

 Gng mom the: Deg? tt 0 
Succeed the Goſpel of thy Son this Day, to 
me, and to- many other Souls 
Help thy Miniſters to ſpeak a Word in Sea- 
ſon to all their Hearers; and to offer up Pray- 
ers and Praiſes ſuitable to all Caſes.* 

Bring me to a fixed Attention in Prayer, and 
under the Word; and to a ſeriouſneſs and 
Chearfulneſs of Heart in the divine Work of 
Singing; Let no Worldly Objects divert m 
_ and Eyes, and diſ-qualify ine for a Bleſ= < 
Cauſe me to love good Miniſters, to delight 
an thy Day, to take: Pleaſure in the Word, and 
in All Means of fitting me for Heaven. 
Make me an Example of a thoughtſul, modeſt 
and lovely Behaviour to other Young People; 
And las 1 deſire to be a Companion of all who 
fear thy Name,. I hope thou wilt never cut me 
off from the Society of thy People, but allow 
me Times of Aſſembling with them below, and 
take me. at length into the great Aſſembly a- 
bove, through Jeſus Chriſt; who was dead, but 
is alive, and lives for evermore, who has Re- 
deemed us unto God by his Blood, that we might 
be Kings and Prieſts unto God, even the Fa- 
ther, to whom be all Praiſe, Honour and Glory ' 
now and for ever. Amen. | 
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XLII. 4 Pxrayzx for the Loxy's Day, in the 
EIT "Oy 

F wmoſt good and-gracious God, through thy 

Patience with me I am now finiſhing @- 

pother Iddath, © [EE nt 1 
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„103 The Tong CHRISTIANS. 
Though thou art the High and Holy One who 
+  Inhabiteſt Eternity, yet thou fuffereſt Duſt and _ 
 Alhes to draw nigh unto thee; thou dwelleſt in - 
humble repenting Hearts, who tremble at thy. 
Word; and haft promiſed to meet thy People 
in their Aſſemblies and bleſs them. 5 
I I praiſe thee, I have had another Day in thy 
Hlcuſe, where Thave met with good Chriſtians at 
the Word and Prayer; I pray, that | may not 
be a forgetful Hearer, but a Doer of the Word; 
and by an innocent and Fruitful Life adorn my 


Ry Profeſſion, and commend the Doctrines of my 
—_  - Lord Jeſus unto Others; and may my ſelf feel 
the ſoys of Uprightneſs and Sincerity, and find 
4 T Religion my greateſt Pleaſure and Comfort. 


Cauſe the Heavenly Word, the Bleſſed Seed, 
which has been ſown this Day, to take root in 
my Heart, and the Hearts of many more, that 
we may bear the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
Love, Meekneſs and all Goodneſss. 
Purify my Mind and Thoughts, that l may 
conceive aright of thee; purify my Affections, 
that I may love and delight in thee and thy 
Service; purify my Conſcience, that thereby 
all my Actions may be directed to thy Glory, 
and according to thy Will.- Let the Worſhip - 
of thy Day diſpoſe me to walk in thy Fear, 
and in all Duty to Man, through the whole of 
the Week: Let not the bleſſed Reports I have 
heard be all loſt in a Croud of vain Thoughts. 
Forgive all my Triflings in thy Houſe, that 
I ſuffer'd my Heart ever to ſteal away after 
Vanity, while the Miniſter was praying or 
_ preaching, or the Aſſembly were Singing. Blot 
out all my Lord's Day Sins, through the Blood 
and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, that they may 


rot appear againſt me at the great Day. 
"7 | Strepgthen 
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 PRATER BO OK nn 
Strengthen my Reſolution better to ſpend ſu- 
ture Sabbaths, to be more attentive, ſerious and 
thoughtful. - _ Sg Ee prod we eel 
I adore thee, O God, for all the Wonderful 
Things I have heard this Day about God, his 
Creating, Preſerving and Governing the whole 
World; for what I have heard of Feſus Chriſt, 
as Saviour of Men, as Head of the Church, and 


as Judge of the World; for what I have heard 


of the kind and powerful Aids of the Holy Spi- 
rit ; for what I have heard of Heaven, that 
World of bleſſed Angels and holy Souls. 
I wou'd fain be ready for that World, and 
_ humbly beg that every Sabbath on Earth may 
be ſo ſpent, as to prepare me for an Everlaſ- 

ting Sabbath of Reſt and Joy in Heaven. 
And now, O Lord, I once again commend 
my ſelf, Soul and Body, to thy Care and Keep- 
ing: Guard me this Night, keep me all the 
Week from Sin and, Satan; May I riſe in the 
Morning with a purpoſe to practiſe Every Day, 
what I have heard this Day; that a Life of Uni- 
verſal Obedience to thy Goſpel may Evidence 
my Sincerity. „ . 
Give ſucceſs to all thy Miniſters; Watch 
over all thy Churches, and grant them Reſt 


and Peace, Light and Comfort; Defend my Na- 


tive Country, and hinder the ſpreading of ſin 
in it, which alone can ruin it; Direct the 
King and Queen in their great Affairs, and 
make them Inſtruments of Reformation : Bleſs 
my Father's Houſe, and aſſiſt me in all future 
Duty, and to be ready for all Trials, that I may 
come off at laſt a Conqueror over all the Temp- 
_ tations of the World, over Sin Satan and Death, 
and, riſe into a bleſſed Immortality, through 
the Grace and Power of that God, who raifed 
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10 The Twg CHRISTIANS 
Though thou art the High and Holy One who 


inhabiteſt Eternity, yet thou fuffereſt Duſt and 


in their Aſſemblies and bleſs them. | 


I I praiſe thee, I have had another Day in thy 


Houſe, where I have met with good Chriſtians at 
the Word and Prayer; I pray, that I may not 
be a forgetful Hearer, but a 

and by an innocent and Fruitful Life adorn my 


Profeſſion, and commend the Doctrines of my 


Lord Jeſus unto Others 3 and may my ſelf feel 


Religion my greateſt Pleaſure and Comfort. 
Cauſe the Heavenly Word, the Bleſſed Seed, 


which has been ſown this Day, to take root in 


my Heart, and the Hearts of many more, that 


x 


Purify my Mind and Thoughts, that 1 may 


conceive aright of thee; purity my Affections, 
that F may love and delight in thee and thy 
Service; purify my Conſcience, that thereby 


all my Actions may be directed to thy Glory, 


and according to thy Will.- Let the Worſhip 
of thy Day diſpoſe me to walk in thy Fear, 


and in all Duty to Man, through the whole of 
the Week: Let not the bleſſed Reports I have 


oer of the Word; 


may bear the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
Love, Meekneſs and all Goodneſs. 3 


| Aſhes to draw nigh unto thee; thou dwelleſt in 
humble repenting Hearts, who tremble at thy 
Word; and haſt promiſed to meet thy People 


the Joys of Uprightneſs and Sincèrity, and find 


heard be all loſt in a Croud of vain Thoughts. 


Forgive all my Triflings in thy Houſe, that 


1 ſuffer'd my Heart ever to ſteal away after 
Vanity, while the Miniſter was praying or 
preaching, or the Aſſembly were Singing. Blot 


eut all my Lord's Day Sins, through the Blood 


and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, that they may 


not appear againſt me at the great Day. 
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Strengthen my Reſolution better to ſpend ſu- 


= _ thoughtful. 


ture Sabbaths, to be more attentive, ſerious and 
I adore thee, O God, for all the Wonderful 
Things I have heard this Day about God, his 
Creating, Preſerving and Governing the whole - 
World; for what I have heard of Feſus Chrift, 
as Saviour of Men, as Head of the Church, and 
as Judge of the World; for what I have heard 
ol the kind and powerful Aids of the Holy Spi- 
rit; for what I have heard of Heaven, that 
World of bleſſed Angels and holy Souls. 
I wou'd fain be ready. for that World, and 
humbly beg that every Sabbath on Earth may 
be ſo ſpent, as to prepare me for an Everl Fd | 
ting Sabbath of Reſt and. Joy in Heaven, , 


And now, O Lord, I once again commend 


my ſelf, Soul and Body, to thy Care and Keep- 
ing: Guard me this Night, keep me all the 
Week from Sin and, Satan; May I riſe in the 
Morning with a purpoſe to practiſe Every Day, 
What I have heard this Day; that a Life of Uni- 
' verſal Obedience to thy Goſpel may Evidence 
my Cincerity. „ „ 
Give ſucceſs to all thy Miniſters; Watch 
over all thy Churches, and grant them Reſt. 
and Peace, Light and Comfort; Defend my Na- 
tive Country, and hinder the ſpreading of fin 
in it, which alone can ruin it; Direct the 
King and Queen in their great Affairs, and 
make them Inſtruments of Reformation : Bleſs 
my Father's Houſe, and aſſiſt me in all future 
Duty, and to be ready for all Trials, that I may 

come off at laſt a Conqueror over all the Temp- 
tations of the World, over Sin Satan and Death, 
and riſe into a bleſſed Immortality, through 
the Grace and Power of that God, who raifed 


up 


Hondur and Glory afcribed, now and for ever, 


XLII. A 2d. Pravan for the Loxv's Day, in 


| ſich delightff 


1 my dull Affections, and 
. fires, While I am hearing, praying and praiſing 
in thy Temple. May nothing 
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up his Son from the Dead, I dn 90 all 


* 


Amen. 
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Un Eternity; Bleſſed and Happy art thou 
in thy ſelf; and Bleſſed and Happy are they 


Q moſt High and Holy God, who dwelleſt 


who ſtand continually in thy Preſence, Admi- 


Ting, Loving, and Obeying thee: -An Happineſs 5 


too 1 for us, who dwell in Houſes of Clay; 
But ſeeing thy Goodneſs has appointed this 


Day for converſing with thee, Through the 


Mediation of thy Son; I wou'd aſpire towards 
thee, and come as near as I can to thy Throne, 
O 1778.84 Father, inſpire my Soul with 
I Thoughts of thee, and ſuch a 
transforming Love to thee as may fill me with 
unſpeakable . Joy and Satisfaction. Touch my 
Heart with ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy Majeſty, 
as may fix my wandering Thoughts, raiſe up 
Kindle my cold De- 


e ſo Marve- 


lous in my Eyes, as thy exceeding great and 
tender Love n Chriſt Jeſus — helpleſs 


Sinners: May I improve the happy Leifure of 


thy own Day in admiring Contemplations of 


. 


redeeming Love and Grace, © © 1 
How deeply am I in thy Debt, O Father, 


for the Care of my Parents, who early led me 
to thy Houſe, and have with unwearied Pains 
taught me the knowledge of thee, and helped 


me in my way to Heaven. I hope I have 
alſo had ſome gracious Aids of thy good Spirit, and 


praiſe 


6 E thee ſor all his Viſitations, by which he 
has wrought any good Diſpoſitions or Reſolutions 
in my Heart. May the ways of Religion, and 

of thy Service be always ways of Plcaſantneſs 

to me, and thy word ſweeter than Honey. _ 


I beg I may never grow weary of the delight 
ful Employment of proxfing thee; And that 1 
may be eonſtant and chearful in thy Service; 
Cure all the Vanity of my Mind, the Mutabi- 


* of my Thoughts, the Worldlineſs of my 


c 


Affections, every unruly Paſſion, and diſcontent» 
od Temper. „ a Re 
May I never deceive my ſelf with the 

Shadows of Religion, but feel its Power changing 
my Heart, and practiſæ all its Laws in a Vir- 

po Holy: Taſec: 1 hid iow 5 

Let no Temptation prevail with me to in- 
jure my Neighbours, to ſeek Unrighteous Gains 

and Pleaſures, or to prefer my Body to the In- 

- tereſt of my Soul. 2 PETE 

I T bluſh, O Lord, to lift up my Eyes to Hea- 
ven, and appear in thy Sight, who have ſo oft 
preferred the ſhort Pleaſures, of Sin and Folly 
to thy Favour and Service, and to the true Plea- 
ſures of Religion and a good Conſcience; I abhor 
myſelf for my Stupidity and Vileneſs, O that my 
Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a, Fountain 
of Tears, that I might weep bitterly for. my un- 

+ juft and unkind Requitals of thine infinite Love 
in Chriſt Jeſus; fill me with the {ad Remem- 

brance of my Folly, that I ſhou'd.. prefer any 

thing to thy great offers in the Goſpel. 
F — Take off my Heart from every thing that 


vill not let me Love thee with all my Heart, 
all my Mind, and all my Strength.  _ 

I might have been in Hell weeping and wail- 
— heres when I yet enjoy Sabbaths, and a 


ace in thy Houſe, to Love and Praiſe thee 
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106 The Dung CHRISTIANS 
there; O do thou write all thy Laws in my 
Heart, that J may no more Sin againft thee, 
Let the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſe me from 
all Sin, by my obtaining a Goſpel Pardon; 
and enable me to walk as thy Child, in great 
Fear of Sin, and in Circumſpection that I fall 
no more: Perfectly bend my Heart to do all 
thy Pleaſure. VVV 
Io thee I refien this Heart, accept O Lord God, 
the poor Offering, and grant me Aſſiſtance from 
above to make good this Dedication of my 
ſelf; Confirm me in my good Reſolutions; Arm 
me againſt all the Aſſaults of the Enemy, that 
He never prevail over my Inconſtancy and Weak- 
neſs. Keep me in a State of Reconciliation with 
thy ſelf; and in a Temper meek and humble 
towards all Men; Make me Lowly in Heart, 
Word and Action; Merciful and Kind; Pure in 
Thought and Intention, and Peaceful in my 


whole Deportment; And may theſe Virtues root. 


ed and habited in my Soul, procure me a ſettled 
Tranquility of Spirit. „ 
O that Heaven may be my chief Aim, and 
all the Difficulties in my way overcome by thy 
ſufffcient Grace; And, with a Mind even in 
Proſperity and Adverſity, may I be waiting 
for the times of Refreſhment from the Preſence 
of the Lord; and, by encreaſing in all Goodneſs, 
be gradually growing fit tor thy Salvation in Jeſus 
Chrift my Saviour, who is able to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt all who come unto God through him, to 
whom he the Glory of his great and merciful 
Undertaking hence-forward and for ever. Amen. 


XIAV. A 2dPraysn for the Lonv's Day, in the 
2 V 


ſelf before thee this Evening of thy Day, and 


1 5 0 Lord of Heaven and Earth, I proſtrate my 
97 in 
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mn all Humility of Soul, adore thee, the great 


Poſſeſſor of the Univerſe, who haft thought ſuch 


Unworthy Creatures as me- worth the Expence 


of the Blood of thy dear Son, the Aſſiſtance of 


thy Spirit, the Miniſtry of thy Angels, the Re- 
6 _ of thy Goſpel, the Bleſſings of thy Sab- 
aths. 7 + 8 * 
How aſtoniſhing is thy kindneſs towards undone 
periſhing Sinners! Can I ever prefer any thing 


ro 


in my Eſteem, Choice, Deſire, and Delight to 


- 


thee, and thy Favour?  _ 


Awake, O God of Grace, awake in my Mind 


a continual ſenſe of thine infinite Compaſſions; 
Fix my Heart upon the great, unſeen, Eter- 


nal Enjoyments which thy Love has prepared in 
Chriſt Jeſus for thoſe who love thee. May I feel 
. the Happineſs of loving thee, ſerving thee, and 


cleaving to thee, againſt every Temptation which 


may draw me from thee. 3 | 
Is 1 have been with thee in thy Houle, 


- Heart to be lifted up towards thee, and in ſerv- 


ing thee faithfully, tortified againſt all Diſcou- 


ragements. O that the ſolid and laſting Plea- 
ſures of Religion may cauſe me delighttully to 


all thy Commandments, and chearfully fill . 


up all the Duties of my Place. | | 
1 would bleſs thee with all my Soul for what 


© li lawn ſeen and felt and taſted of God this 


Day, for all the holy Thoughts, Affections, and 


Purpoſes thy Word and Prayer have raiſed in 
my Heart : Thou haſt prevented me with thy 


Grace, and done me good before. I asked it, 


that T may be moved to ask the more from a 


God, who gives liberally, and upbraids not the 


moſt unworthy asker. 


— 


How exceeding rich is thy Grace to Men in 


by 


Chriſt Jeſus! O 1 by a ſteady Obedience, 


e 2 A 5 * 
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bdby a conſtant, uniform Life of Holineſs and 
_— © Fruitfulneſs I may manifeſt the ſincerity of my 
Thankfulneſs to God, and to Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord; And when I have done all acknowledge 
_— I am but an unprofitable Servant. = 
wW —- Satisfy my Hungry Soul, O God of all Full- 


= neſs, with thy rich Love, Create in me Hope 
= in thy Goodneſs, conform me to thy Juſtice Pu- 
| = rity and Holineſs _ 5 
=_ 7 - Forgive me, O Father, that my Thoughts 
nt oy Affections and Devotions towards thee are ſo 
abi few, ſo ſhort, ſo cold; that I have at any time 
1 loved the World, The Trifles and Pleaſures of it 
3 more than God, Chriſt and Heaven; that I have 
. purſued with greater Eagerneſs the Enjoyments 
3/4 of a Dying Life, than Everlaſting Poſſeſſions. 
if. I am aſhamed, and even tremble to think 
1 with what Indiſferency J hear and receive the 
4 Meſſages of Salvation by Chriſt; and am ſo 
Tk little melted with the Beams of God's Unſpeak- 
a able Love in him; that I fo imperfedly imitate 


ſo unſpotted an Example as the Teinper and Life 
of my Lord; that I have fo little ſerious ſenſe 
of the Worth of my Soul, of the Veight of E- 
ternity, and of the Certainty and Greatneſs of 
the future purchaſed Glory; that I have no 
deeper a ſenſe of the Evil of Sin, which I ſee 
ſo 3 condemn'd in the Death of thy Son. 
Succeed, O good God, thy Word and Pray- 
er, and all other Methods to clear up my Un- 
der ſtanding of divine Things, to poſſeſs my Soul 
with ſo ſtrong a Love to thee and thy ways, 
that all the vain Glories of this World may 
in vain ſolicit my Affections, and to direct my 
Life into a hearty and continued Submiſſion to 
thy Holy Laws, and thy Providential Diſpo- 
ſals; that after iny Sabbaths on Earth are fi- 
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Leite God, Thou bal once more 4 
mine Eyes, looſed all my Setifes, and 


reſtored me to a ſtate of Thinking and Action. 
I adore the Power and Goodneſs which has kept 


me the laſt night, which has kept me from be- 


ing burnt” in my Bed, from Diſtempers, from 
 C:uel Enemies, Viſible and Inviſible ; which has 


kept me out of Hell, 
Many Souls are gone this night intoEternity, 


while I yet live; Let this Forbearance and Pati- 
"ence of God lead me to _—_ and live better, that 
I may lie down every Night better prepuyd for 
the other World than I rite in the Morning. 
I am thankful I ſee the L Light, of another Day 
1 beg Grace to Work while it is oy , and the 
the Light ſhines: becauſe Night, Dar neſs, and 
Death are coming when none can Work. 


I I defire every Day to do the Duties of the 


Day, to do ſomething for God, for my Soul, 


and for the good of others, ſeeing my Days are 


ſhort and few. 


Enable me to for the beſt and fitteſt Seaſons 
both for getting and doing Good, and incline 
my Heart to improve them. May I walk ſo- 


_— Honky: as a Child of the Day; may I think, a&, 


and uſe all my vital Powers for the Honour 
of God, and the Benefit of Men, 


Preſerve me from the Snares and Dangers of 


the Day, and from the Sins I am moſt apt to 
fall into; Let Satan gain no Advantage over me 
this Dey. 1 fear 2 wad Guilt which 


may 
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the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, _ 


Thy Thoughts of Love towards me cannot be 
- numbered. __ 
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110 The Tong CHRISTIANS 
may make me uneaſy at Night; Of my ſelf I 
cannot preſerve. my own Innocency, but I hope 


thy Grace will, in all Hours of Danger, be ſuf- 
ficient for me. FFF 
Teach me to carry it modeſtly and humbly 


to all about me; dutifully to my Superiors. lo- 


vingly to my Equals, and uſefully to my Infe- 


Tion. 


I pray, O God, that my Mind may be im- 
proving in all Knowledge and Virtue, and make 


me at all times more ſolicitous about my Soul 


1 


than my Body, „ | 
I know not what this, or any Day may bring 
forth, but I am eaſy that my Times are in thy 
Hands, O good and gracious God, and I hope 
thou wilt prepare me for whatever ſhall come 
To thee I give up my ſelf, preſerve me, Soul 
and Body, to thy Heavenly Kingdom, through 


— 


XLVI. A Youns Perſons Evening PRAYER. 


| „ Nonday. 25 ES = 
Leſſed God, Thou who formedſt me won- 
derfully in the Womb, and haſt preſerved 
me ever ſince I hung upon my Mother's Breaſts, - 
haſt now mercifully kept me in another Day; 


Through thy Goodneſs I am fed and cloath- 
ed; Thou keepeſt all my Bones, maintaineſt 


my Health, governeſt my unwary Steps, and 


haſt delivered me from many unſeen Dangers : 
I have eſcaped a thouſand Miniſters of 
Death, which have this Day ſeized many Chil- 


_ dren and Young People. Many are dead while 


1 live; and bleſſed be God, 1 live with Pa- 
„ rents 


.. D BOOK : 20 
rents who. love me, and teach me good Things 
every Day, who are conſtantly inſtructing ad- 
moniſhing, counſelling me for my preſent, and 
everlaſting Advantage. O that I had improved 
better the. Bleſſings of my Birth and Educa- 
f10N. 3 „ 

I thank thee. O Father in Heaven, who haſt 
this day kept me from Sin, and didſt not leave 
me to my ſelf, when I was tempted, _ 
Whatever thou haſt ſeen amiſs in my Tem- 
per, my Paſſions, my Words, my Actions, to- 
wards my Parents, my Brothers and Sifters, 
Sefvants or Companions, Good God, forgive in 

Chriſt Jeſus; ſhew me my Faults, and help 
- me to behave better another Day, and every 
8 Through thy good Hand upon me, I am now 
come to the end of this Day; I am going to lie 

down, and bleſs God I have a comfortable Bed 
to ſleep in, I defire to lie down in Peace with 

God, that if I ſhou'd ſleep my laſt, and awake 

in this World no more, I may go to God, and 
lire with dſt ir ie. 
My Soul and Body I commit to thy Care; 
ſend down an Angel to guard my Bed, and all 
my Father's Houſe z and let thy Miniſtring 
Spirits defend and keep in fafety all thy 
People when afleep, );. « 

May I be ever under the Eye and Care of 
thoſe great, wiſe, and good Beings; and do no- 
thing to offend them, and cavſe them to depart 

from me... 3 ; 
Prepare me to fleep in the Duſt, and to a- 
wake in Glory; Since as ſurely as I put off 
' theſe Cloaths, fo ſurely muſt I e're long put off 

this Body, 3 | 
And as I hope to awake and dreſs in the 

Morning, ſo may I one day awake out of the 

Se 1 | Grave 


. 


r 


a / 


=_— nm: De Tung CHRISTIANS 
Grave and be dreſſed in Robes of Eternal Glo- 
ry, when Chriſt ſhall come again to my Salvati- 
on. Whom having not ſeen, I love, and in whom 
though I ſee him not, yet believing, I rejoice; 
And to whom be the Glory of all TOR Perfecti- 
ons, for ever and ever. Amen. 


XLVII. A 2d. Morning Praves, 
ORE” : 
A Lmighty God, with thankful Praiſe and 
joy I meet the Light of another Morn- 
ing; how pleaſant a thing it is for mine Eyes to 
| behold the Sun, ſhining in its morning brightneſs, 
after I have comfortably ſlept my Nights Sleep; 
Raiſe up from hence my meditations to that Un- 
ſpeakable joy and pleaſure which the bleſſed above 
poſſeſs in ever beholding thy Face, Heavenly Fa- 
ther, and the Face of the Lamb, ſhining bright- 
er, ten thouſand times brighter to the Inhabi- 
tants of Heaven, than the Sun in the Firmament 
ſhines to the Inhabitants of this Earth. e 
As the returning Sun in the Morning dif 
pels all the Darkneſs of the Night, ſo may the 
Light of thy Word, with which I converſe from 
time to time diſpel the Darkneſs and Ignorance 
of my Mind. | VVV by 
And as the returning Sun in the Spring unbinds 
the Earth, and makes it fruitful after Winter 
Froſts; ſo, O Lord, unbind my Heart, open 
the Springs of Love to thy ſelf, and warm it 
with the Influence of the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ſhining in the Glorious Goſpel © 
How diſmal wou'd it be to live on Earth 
without the Sun! ſo diſmal a ftate wou'd our 
Souls be in without a Revelation from God, which 
is a Light ſhining in dark Regions: As diſtnal 
and uncomfortable as a perpetual Night, or ® + 
T. oo on | continuah 


. 


_ "continual Winter wou'd be, ſo diſmal and uncom- 
fortable wou'd it be to live for ever without 


the Knowledge and the Love of Gd. 
Shine then, O Father of Lights, ſhine into 


my dark Mind, ſhine upon my hard Heart, 


and kindle there Heayenly Light, and every 
Sacred Paſſion; that I may walk all the Day 
in the Light of thy Countenance, and lie down 
pofſeft of thy Favour at Night; And by daily 
Converſation with God, may I grow in Rectitude 
of Soul, and in all Holineſs of Mind, till I am 
fitted to behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs, and 


to be ſatisfied, waen I awike at laſt in thy 


Likeneſs. 5 

As all thy Works are every day praiſing 
thee, I wou'd jon my poor Voice with the Hoſts 
of Heaven, and the holy Inhabitants of the Earth 
in giving Glory to thee as Creator, King, and 
Friend of ne 5 7-7 

Every Day brings with it the Returns of Mer- 
cies and Benefits more than I can number; help 
me, as well as I am able, to count them over ; 
and may I-feel in my Breaſt a gratetul ſenſe of 
all thine unſpeakable Love and Goodneſs, ef- 

pecially as appearing in Chriſt Jeſus. 
I beg his Goſpel may every where ſucceed 


to the rooting of all Ungodlineſs, Unrighteouſ- 


neſs and Intemperance out of the Earth: But 
whatever Others do, may I, by Reading and 
Thinking on that Goſpel, be determin'd on the 
ſide of Virtue and Holineſs, againſt all Sin; 
that in hope, and without Preſumption, I may 
commit my ſelf, my Dwelling Place, my Studies 


and Labours to the Divine Protection, and not 
befool my ſelf, when I Profeſs to truſt in God. 
May the holy Thoughts, which now poſſeſs 


my Soul, mingle with all the Buſineſs of the 
Day, lie down with me at Night, and awake in 
me every Morning. _ Holy 
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114 The Tung CHRISTIANS 
Help me daily to walk with God, in a Courſe 
of Holy Living, and never ſuffer me to give way 
to ſuch looſe Thoughts, ungoverned Paſſions, fool- 
31h Talking, or irregular Conduct, as if 1 were 
j'8 . out of thy Sight, had eſcaped thine Eye, or 
=_ ___ cov'd evade thy Judgments: But fill my Soul 
Tn * with ſuch Apprehenſions of thine infinite Great- * 
75% and Majeſty, and ſuch a belief of thine 
Univerſal Preſence, as ſhall make me dread Ini- 
4 quity; and fill me with ſuch Apprehenſions of 
thine infinite Goodneſs, as ſhall make it my De- 
light to pleaſe, ſerve and imitate thee. . 
Forgive, Merciful God, all my paſt Deadneſs, 
Coldneſs, Dulneſs, Luke-warmneſs, Ind ifferency 
and Hypocriſy in every Chriſtian Duty, either 
towards thy ſelf, or towards Men; Deliver me 
from ſo dangerous Tempers, and from every o- 
ther Temper, which wou'd hinder the Accept- 
ance of my Prayers: And may my,Prayers, and 
all other my poor Oblations be, as the Prayers 
and Services of the Upright are, thy Delight ; 
for the ſake of .Chriſt Jefus, in whoſe Name 1 
ſum up all my Requeſts, ſaying, Our Father who 
/ 8 
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XLVIII. A 2d. EveninG PRAYER, 
Reat and good Lord! thy Loving kind- 
neſs is repeated every Morning, 
and thy Faithfulneſs every Evening, and the 
Out. goings of both are made to rejoice with me. 
| won'd give all the Honour, Glory and Praiſe, 
all the Obedience, Love and Service I am ca- 
pable of, to thee my great Benefactor, in whom 
every Day live, and move, and ſubſiſt; And 
rezoice I am a reaſonable Creature, fitted and al- 
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Jowed to Converſe with ſo holy a Majeſty 5 


who made me what J am, and who art daily load- 


ing me with thy Benefits, and 
neſs to paſs before me. . 
I have found thee where ever and when ever I 
ſought thee: I have found thee in thy Word 
and at Prayer, on my Bed, and at my Table, in 
my Buſineſs and Viſits, at Home and Abroad, in 
ny Cloſet, and in holy Aſſemblies: I have found 
the Comforts of thy Scriptures, the Care of thy 
Providence, and manifold Tokens of thy Father- 
ly Regard: In my Birth, and ever ſince I had 
my Being, have Itaſted liberally of thy Bounty; 
Wild India might have been my native Coun- 
try, I might have been cheated with the Turki/b 
Alcoran, or have been bred up ig the Blindneſs, 
Cruelties, Idolatries and Fopperies of the Church of 
Rome; but better things have been ordained for 
me, in the midſt of which I yet live. O that 
all this Grace and Goodneſs may not be loft on 
me, by its being neglected or abuſed by me; but 
cauſe ſerious Meditations on it to produce in me 
a greater Likeneſs to thee, in the beſt Principles, 
Dilpoſitions, and Practiſes; and may the Image 
of thy Holineſs, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs ap- 
pear every Day, fairer in my Soul, and more 
Leautiful in thy Sight, and the Sight of all 
n; . 5 | 
By this growing Likeneſs to God, may all my 
miſtaken Fudgments of the worth of Things 
be corre&ed, all my corrupt Tempers cured, all 
my irregular Actions amended, that I may live 
hereafter more acceptably to thee my. God; 
more uſefully in the World, and poſſeſs more 
Peace in my own Breaſt; and may every Day 
Sing of thy Mercies, yea Sing Aloud of thy 
Righteouſneſs; and may every Day be making 
 ſomie Preparation for that Eternity, towards 
| | C 3:4 . -- 


aking thy Good- . 
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1 t do I ſadly mis-ſpend! 


in the nexr Generation. 


which 1 am every Day drawing nearer. - * - 
With Sorrow and Shame I confeſs I have 
been ſtrangely negligent of my God, my Saviour, 
my Soul, my chief Concerns, And now that I bes 
£0 to look and to move towards Heaven, how 
lowly do I move? how little is the good 1 
either do for others; or feceive my felt; how 

oorly do I ſpend my Time, and how much of 

Lord, quicken me in my Work, aſſiſt me in 
my daily Walk; grant me the Remiſſion of all 
my Sins, through the Blood and Interceſſion of 


Jeſus Chriſt; Forgive the Sin of this Day, let 


me not lie down unpardon'd, yinreconcil'd to 
thee, leſt I die in my Iniuqity, and periſh in 
And as I wou'd ever hope for thy Turdon, 


enable me to practiſe Repentance and a new | 
Life; convince me how reaſonable the Terms 


of Pardon are, ſeeing the bardeſt Thing thy Goſ- 


1 


þel requires is, to deſtroy thoſe Enemies, which 


ou'd otherwiſe deſtroy me. 


> * *. 


And as I wou'd hope for Happineſs make me 
to chooſe it in thee, in thy Love and Favour, 
Where, and where only, it is to be found; and 
in which Angels and glorified Souls are hap- 


And I pray that many others, in all Places 


may be brought over into a penitent, pardon d 


and happy State; eſpecially my young Companions 


and Acquaintance, who are yet too much Stran< 
: gers to thee 5 make them and Me far 5 more ſolicit- | 


ous what will become of our Souls in Eternity 
than how our Bodies ſhall fare in tine. 
Make thy Word and Prayer, and all other 
Methods thy Viſdom and Love Ordains, effectual 


to convince, change, reform Young People, that 


the Intereſt of true Religion may live and thrive 
„ 


* 


£ 


 - PRATER BOOK wh 
And O that I might be able to drop a word 
here and there to do any Soul good; however 


enable me to become an Example of an Innocent, 


# + * 
1 7 


* 


to thee this Morning. 


Spotleſs, Uſeful Behaviour to all I Converſe 
with; Make me a Blefling in the Family and 
Neighbourhood ; and may I lie down this Night, 
and every Night, in that holy Compoſure of 
Mind and Truſt in God, in which I ſhall de- 
Grant me thy Protection during 
wakeſul Em- 


ſire to die: 
ſleep, and thy Direction in all 
ployments; and Acceptance at laſt for the ſake 
of ſeſus Chriſt, who is at thy Right Hand, and 
who will come again in Power and great 
Glory, to Judge the World, to whom be aſcribed 
Praiſes for ever. and ever, Amen. - 


— * 


— ö . : P * 


xXLIX. The 40 Morning PRAYER. 
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Li 


\ TT Supreme King, giveſt us freer Acceſs to thee, 


eft Creature is as welcome to thee as the great- 
et King. | 5 


Mankind, art to give thy Holy Spirit to thoſe 
who ask it. This Goodneſs of thy Nature, and 
theſe Declarations of thy Word encourage me, 
A poor Sinner, to offer my ſelf and my Prayer 


Death might have arrefted me in the Night, 
and I might have awoke in the Flames of Hell, 
but, through thy Long Suffering, I awake in 
Health, and ſee all Things around me juſt as I 
left them with thee -over-Night ; for thy Hand 
ſupports the Univerſe, and keepeſt every Thing 


(; Lor ious God! Thou, our great Creator and 
than the Kings ot the Earth do to their Subjects, 
who are their Fellow- Creatures: And the mean- 


No Father is more ready to give good Gifts 
to his Children, than thou, the Great Father of 
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in its Place: On thy Power and Providence! 
and all Creatures depend, and for the Continual 


„ Exerciſe of thy Goodneſs and Care about me, 


and the whole World, I owe thee, O great Cre- 

ator, all the Praiſe and Service I am able to pay, 

and deſire to render to thee all I ſhall be able to 

pay through a whole Eternity” 
All I have is thy free Gift, and all .is in thy 

Power to remove at thy Pleafure; the Light, 

the Sleep, the Health I. poſſeſs is thine, togeth- 

er with my Peace, my Comforts and my Hopes; 

Theſe may all be juſtly taken away, and ſhou'd 

I go on in Sin, they will all be certainly taken 

away: Convert me then to Hohneſs, give me 

an Intereſt in Chriſt's: Purchaſe, a Part in Eter- 

nal Life; and that I ſhall never loſe: and let 

thy Mercy be upon me now, and at laſt, ac- 

hing I hope in the... 

By Sin I am become odious to thy Purity, and 

_ obnoxious to thy Juſtice, but I come to thee for 

Grace to cure, and for Mercy to cover my In- 

iquity, that it may not be my Death, nor ariſe 

to my Condemnation hereafter. © © 

As I am daily Sinning againſt thee, can I do 
leſs than, by daily Repentance and Prayer, to 
ſeek thy Pardon: As I am every Day fed with 

thy Good Creatures, and cloathed with t y Wool 
and Flax, and taught out of thy Word, what 

an I do leſs than every Day bleſs thy Name : 


2 Frnmn*As every Day I need thy Grace, and Geena on 


thy Bounties, can I do leſs than every Day of- 
fer up my humble Supplications to thee; As 1 
daily ſe thy Greatneſs, Power, and Wiſdom, and 
other thy Glories, what can I do leſs than dai- 
ly admire thee, adore thee, and. pay my Hom- 

c . 

Accept me, © God, in all theſe my Approach- 
es to thee, and may pious. Meditations, * * 


* 
* 
8 


_ 
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holy Converſation bring me into a State and 
Frame ſuitable for thine Acceptance,  _ 
I am ſenſible thou needeſt neither me, nor 
any Creature thou haſt made, for thy Nature 
is without Original, thy Life is without Want, 
thy Happineſs Independent, thy Knowledge Uni- 
verſa], thy Preſence Unlimmitted, thy Greatneſs 
Unconceivable, thy Duration can never fail, 
thy Habitation is Inacceſſible, thy Mind Un- 
changable, thy Operation without Aſſiſtance, thy 
Monarchy without Succeſſion, and all thine Excel. 
lencies are perpetual z what Service can I offer 
or what Merit can 1 plead before the Face of 
ſo Bong _ r a gg „ 0 
But I offer my Beſt, my , my poor Un- 
worthy Self; knowing thou 2 as thou 
art Great, and hoping that, through an ap- 
rv Mediation I ſhall find Grace in thy 
And J Glorify thee for that Mediation, and 
. Glorify thy Son, who ſo wonderfully condeſ- 
cended, when he took on him the humble Of- 
fice of ſaving the World, and the arduous Task 
/ 2 Reconciling Guilty and Rebellious Men to 


— 
e 


1 earneſtly pray that his Goſpel may every 


where find Acceptance, and gain ground againſt 3 


all the Powers of Darkneſs, and the Preva _ CD. 
of Sin. As thy Son is, in Right, Univerſal Lord, 
may he become ſo in Fact, by the Univerſal 


Submiſſion of all Hearts to his mild and mer- Ly 


ciful Government, his wiſe and juſt Laws. 
Aſſiſt thoſe who Miniſter this Goſpel , that 
numerous young Hearts, and amongſt others 
mine, may be fully gain'd over to Chriſt. Sup- = = 
ply all Churches with faithful and able Mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament; when the, Pro- 


phets die, let not the Spirit of the holy Pro. 


phets 
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120 be Tung CHRISTIANS 
 .,_ - Phets retire either from their People, or from 
their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry; but do thou, © 
God, with whom is the Reſidue of the Spirit, 
continue thy Gifts and Graces, thy Preſence and 
Power in all Chriſtian Aſſemblies, .  * 
Under Goſpel Miniſtrations cauſe Religion 
' to flouriſh in my Soul, and make me fruitful 
eyerf Day, in every good „ I am rea- 
dy for the Heavenly City, which God has 
prepared for | thoſe who Love him, and on that 
Account is not aſhamed to be called their 
God, To whom be all Glory, through Jeſus 
—__ a; - - ” 5 


— 
3 . ES”: e Ro” 


75 L. The 3d. EveninG, PRAYER. 
n Jedmazday  , 7 
Oft glorious and holy Lord God! thy Ho- 
lineſs and Juſtice obliges thee to be. a 
S71-avenging, as thou art a Sin-hating God; thou 
declareſt, thou art angry with the Wicked every. | 
Day, and threateneſt to wound the hoary Head. 
and to break the Hairy Scalp of ſuch who go on 
in their Treſpaſſes; Neither Old Age, nor Tonth 
can exempt ſtubborn Sinners from appearing 
at thy Bar; Thou haſt prepared Stripes for the 
Back of Fools; and 1mpenitent Sinners are as 
| 9 before the Conſuming Fire of thy Diſ-. 
—A. TE CG er os / 
- 1 then be perſuaded, by the Terrors of 
God, to flee from the Wrath to come, by true 
Repentance and a thorough Reformation, that 1 
may be bleſſed with the Bleſſedneſs of that 
Man, whoſe Tranſgreſſions are Forgiven, whoſe 
Sins are covered, and unto whom the Lord 
imputeth not Iniquity. _ | e 
Jo me belongeth nothing but Confuſion of 
Face, for this Day's Sin, and for the Sinof all 


* 


have thee to Pardon: As I wou'd not have thee 


do leave one Sin Unpardoned, may I not dare to 
leave one Sin unrepented of; nor dare to mock 
and affront the great Cod, by asking him to re- 


mit Sins, which I go on wilfully to comnit. 


Cleanſe me from all my Secret Sins, which I 
have made a ſhiſt to hide from the Eyes of 
tne World; nor ſuffer Prefumptions Sins to have 
Dominion over me; which wou'd intercept the 
Rays of thy Countenance, and hinder my En- 


trance into thy Heavenly Kingdom. | 
Though I am able to make 0 Atonement for 
my Sins paſt, nor have any Ranſome to offer 


for my Soul; Yet it is my Comfort, and Ground 
of Hope, that thou aſſureſt vs of#®thy having 


accepted the Atonement which jeſus Chriſt made 


in the behalf of all penitent. Sinners; and that 
thou art as much Honoured by his Obedience 
to the Death, as thou waſt Diſhonoured by the - 
Sin and Diſobedience of Man: Give me a ſa- 
ving Claim to the Benefits of his Sacrifice; and 


by a communicated Spirit prepare me for that 
great Goodneſs Chriſt has purchaſed, and which 
thou haſt laid up for them who fear thee. 


T have already taſted that the Lord is Gra- 
cious; O that he wou'd vonebſafe me ſuch Con- 


verſe and Intercourſe with himſelf, as will ſet 
me even a longing after the more immediateand 
un- interrupted Communion with, and Enjoyment 


of thee, with the Saints above, My Heart pants 
after thee, O God, O that I con'd come nigh, 


even to thy Seat; draw me, and I will run at- 
ter thee, help me to Evidence my Love to thec, 


by growing in Acquaintance with thee, and by 


2 no à conſtant 


err BOOK ths 
my paſt Days; but with thee, 'O Lord, is For. 

prveveis, that thou may'ſt be feared 3 Exerciſe 
thy free and great Mercy in my Forgiveneſs, 
and cauſe me to Relinquiſh whatever I wou'd 


A 
2 
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« A conſtant Doing thy Will on Earth, as the An- 


gels do it in Heaven. F 
As thy Ways are all Pleaſantneſs, and thy 
Paths Peace, grant I may never admit a Thought 
againſt Religion, but always admire, and always 
approve the Reaſonableneſs, Wiſdom and Beau · 
ty of Goſpel Requirements and Inſtitutions, May 
24 ſenſe of Duty, and my partaking liberally of 
thy Bounty every Day fill me with ardent 
Love to thee, and toall Righteouſneſs, that l may 
delight to do thy Will, and rejoice in the Hope 9 
of Immortal Life, to reward my poor worthleſs - 


Y 
£ ; 
t ** 
: ' 
* 


Labours in this Life. 9 5 ; 1 . E 
I. beg that the Daily Practiſe of Duty may 
make it Con-natural and Eaſy to me; and that 
thou wilt manifeſt thy powerful Grace, through 
the Goſpel, in conquering my Will; that I, whe 5 
am not able of my ſelt, to connect two good 
thoughts together, or to go through any good Work 
may, by the Help of thine Ordinances, go from 
Strength to Strength, and from one degree of Chriſ- 
tian Perfection to another; and ſo run my great 
Race, as to obtain the Heavenly Prize: and may 
. pee pron Holineſs and Uſctulneſs be a growing 
n Evidence of my Title to it. . 
Cauſe thy daily Providential Diſpenſations, 
whether afflictive or proſperous, to be ſo many. 
Spurs to quicken me in my Preparations for 
Everlaſting Reſt: And prepare my Mind, by 
Holy. Truſt and Fortitude, for what every Night 
AL Zorn; or Day may bring forth, for all unknown Events, 
pet in the womb of Time - Though thou ſhould'ft 
1 ends, with terrible Things, 


», -.-z vifit me, or my Frien 
yet let not theſe tempt me, or them, to forſake 
thee, or think ill of thy Service, ſince they will 
er in Rigbteonſneſs, in Wiſdom, and 1 hope, 
an,, nr OF arid; 0 20227 
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1 defire to make thee my Choice and my chief _ | 


good in Proſperity and Adverſity, who haſt e- 
nough to ſupply all my Wants, nor haſt at all 
the Leſs, for thy large Communication and Cha- 
Tities. I wou'd chooſe as the Object of my Truft 
an All- ſufficient God; who can and will be my 
Portion, when every thing elſe fails; And this 
I wou'd do, upon the Encouragement of Mer- 
cies received; in an humble and thankful Senſe 
of which, I am fal'n down before thee this Eyen- 
ing, to expreſs my Dependance upon. thee, to 
pay my Duty to thee, to renew my Vows and 
Engagements to be thine, ever thine. 


And now, O Lord, I praiſe thee, with all my 


Soul, for all thou haft done for me for prevent- 
ing and ſparing Mercies, for Bodily and Spiritu- 
al Mercies, and for bearing with me another Day. 
Promote the great Work ot Reformation in the 
World: Take Zion's Part againſt all her Ene- 
mies; Make this a Land married to the Lord, 
and dwell in it; Make this Houſe Bethel, 3 
Houſe of God, and abide amongſt us; Preſerye 
me, and all of us, this Night; And, by raiſing 
us up to new, Life and Health in the Morning, 
give us an Emblem of the Reſurrection to Lie 
Everlaſting, through Jeſus Chriſt, our only Re- 
deemer and Advocate. Amen. 
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8 Reat and good God! 4 thy Greatneſs 
is no Diſadvantage or Hindrance to, thy 
Goodneſs, ſo is thy Goodneſs. no Diſpatage- 
ment to thy Greatneſs; but thy Perſections il- 
luſtrate and caſt a Glory on each other, 


Do thou fo exalt and compoſe my Mind, by: 2 
27 Meditations on thee, OY may poſſeſs the moſt 


lively 
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| ljvely ſenſe of thy Glorious Perfections, when 1 


adore thee ; and the moſt delightful Remembrance 
of thy Mercies, when I give thee Thanks, and 


the moſt ardent and ſincere Deſires to be confor- 


med to thy Will, when I hear or read thy Word; 
and the moſt perfect Reſignation, when I offer 
my ſelf to thee; For I ſee and feel I am not 
my own ; Thou haſt formed and redeemed me for 
thy felt; And I defire this Day, and every 

y the God of my Life, and the 


Day to. glorift 


Father of my Spirit. 7 / 
1 * my ſelf thy Servant, and pray that 

| Inſtructions I receive I may grow pert 
ſect in Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and. become ſuch 
a Servant and Child as thou can'ft love, delight 
in and reward; that I may ſhew f:rth thy Praiſe 
by my private Life, in a religious Family, and 


in the Aſſemblies of thy Saints. 


And as I profeſs to be thine, ſettle in me ſuch 


F an habitual ſenſe of thy Preſence, and ſo firm a 


Belief of thy Goſpel, as ſhall make me Careful 
to pleaſe thee every Day, Sober in all Bodily 
Refreſhments, Fuft in all my Dealings, Humble 
and Condeſcending in all Conyerfation thereby 
adorning the Doctrine of God, and my Chriſ- 
tian Proſeſſion. Fd, e OBS. rs 3. 


I fear I have offended thee. and engag'd thy 


2 againſt me, by abuſing thy Goodneſs, and 
reaking thy Righteous Laws, by acting againſt 
the clear Diſcovęries thy Love, and againſt 

oy Mind and Conſcience, and 
againſt Purpoſes and Reſolutions of better Obe- 


dience: Such „ eee attended ma- 
ny of my Sins, as | 
Sinful 3 nor do I come before thee this Morning 

to excuſe, or extenuate, to juſtify, or deny my 


ve rendered them exceeding 


Sins, but to glorify thee by an ingenuous Confel- 
ſion, in hope, that as thou art a God pardoning 
3 | ' Iniquity 
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Iniquity, and deligtiting in Mercy, thou wilt 
prevent my being eternally miſerable, hy par- 
oning thy returning Child, upon the Terms of 


* . 


_ hy / A od fe hn 
Thou haſt fed me to the full, but 1 have, 
while feeding at thy Table, lift up the Heel a- 
gainſtf thee I have nouriſhed the Corruptions 
and Paſſions I ought to have ſubdued, and de- 
ſpiſed the Excellent Rules by which I ſhou'd 
| have acted; O God, waſh me thoroughly from 
my Sin, ſtrive with me l Spirit, till l 
am conquered; and made Obedient to thy Calls 
and Ready to do all thy Pleaſure; till Chriſt, 
and his Offers are Accepted, and he has a Throne ES 
in my Heart, where he may. ſit and rule accord- 
ing to his Will; and in all Competitions for my 
Love and Service, may he always have the Pre- 
77 ͤ LS. 
Thy Mercies, through him, are manifold and 
great beyond the Power of Thought and Lan- 
guage, they are new. every Morning, and follow 
me every Moment; To thee I owe my hole 
Bein, the Body thou feedeſt, the Soul thou teach- 
8 eſt, the Life thou preſerveſt; to thee T offer my 
- finrul Self, deſiring to be made whole, that I may 63 
become an Offering in Righteouſneſs. by 4 
Prepare me for my great 3 that I may be '3 
every Day ready to depart ; and when my Time + its 
to die comes, may there be in me ſomething Im- 34 
mortal beſides my Soul, even a Principle of Ho- 
lineſs and 'Love to God, that Seed of Grace, 


which God will gurus n 25 
Caauſe thy Bleſting to deſcend on thy Churches 


and Miniſters: Bring over Heathen Countries 

into the Pale of the Chriſtian Church, and re- 

move the Veil of Unbelief from off the Faces of 
thy Antient People, who are beloved for the 
Father's ſake. Make this a holy and reformed, 


in 


2326 be Tum CHRISTIANS 
m onder to its being a happy Nation: May the 
1 King and Queen and all the Royal Houſe be 
= | thy faithful Servants, honour thee, and be-honobur- 
ed by thee. Make our Houſe, and Neighbours 
Fearers of God, and Workers' of Righteouſneſs, 
that we may all abide in thy Covenant, 
I ͤ thank thee I have a Bed to he . 5 
on, and have had the laſt Night's comfortable 
. Reſt upon it; help me to live daily. with Grace 
=: - in my Heart, that I may die with face in my 
= Conſcience, and Hope in thy Breaft, through Je- 
i ſus Chriſt, my Everliving Interceſſor. Amen. 


8 
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LII. The ath. Evznins Mraven, 
| Wenden. **! 
IIOLI Lord God! Thou art of purer Eyes 
11 than to behold Iniquity; Sin is the Object 
of thine invariable Hatred, as thy Omniſcience pot 
diſcovers it, Gon 3 in the moſt ſecret 
Receſſes, ſo thy Holineſs abbors it, though c9- 
BR vered with ever ſuch ſpecious Pretences ; thy 
_ "UE ' Spotleſs Nature can never be reconciled” to it, 
8 - and though Hand join in Hand, the Wicked can- 
-_ Not go unpuniſhed, while thou art Governour and 
Fer Goo Ein Ss -. 
„ I am utterly unfit to approach ſo holy a God, 
3 in all my Iniquities; but in Obedience to thy 
| Commands, and encouraged by thy Goodneſs, 
thy Invitations, and Promiſes, and my paſt Ex- 
perience of thy Mercy, I am come before thee 
this Evening, to renew the Dedication -of my 
ſelf to thee, to praiſe thee for all the Bounties 
| of thy Providence, to ask the Aids of thy Spi- 
. tit, and the Pardon of my Sins. 
1 I am as bad as the Guilt. and Filthineſs of 8in 
. | can make me, but thou, and thou alone, canſt 
3 fetch a clean Thing out of an unclean one; waſh 
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Fenn pardoning Blood, and of the renew- 
ing Ward and spint; iat thoogh my Sina 


be as Crimſon and Scarlet, they may become 


white as Wool, and I may be delivered from all 


the Unfruitſul Works of Darkneſs“ and have no 
Communion with them. 
I magnify thy great Love, which ſent down 


thy dear Son to Miniſter to Mankind in the' 
Labours of his Life, and the Sacrifice of his 


Death; how rich was that Grace? that after Men 


had forfeited all the Rights of Creatures, had 


broke thy Laws, and contemned thy Meſſengers, 


thou ſhould'ſt yet appear in the Perſon of thy 


Son, and ſend us the glad Tidings of Redemp- 


tion through him, and Hope of Acceptance by 


his Interceſhon, and the Aids of his Spirit to 
prepare us for that Acceptance. | 


out, 
* 


* 


" -PRATER BOOK _ m7 
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Folding of the Hands to Sleep, left * 
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al Poverty come upon me ſuddenly, as Pain ups* 
on a Woman in Travail, and Want come power- 


i 


fully, as an Armed Man. 5 

Inflame my Heart with a Superlative Love 
to God, and to jeſus Chriſt thy Son; O that 1 
cou d aſcend, up to God, and draw nigh to the 
Seat of Chriſt, that my Heart might never come 
down again to this World, but filled with Sa- 


cred Deſires of Aſcending there again: ſo pow- 


erfully touch my Soul, that I may Sin no more, 
but live as a Chriſtian, in an active Advance- 
ment of Chriſt's Kingdom, by turning Sinners 
to Gd. Give me Bowels of Mercy to all in 
Miſery, as Chriſt has opened his Bowels towards 


me, a Miſerable Sinner. Give me ſuch a Re- 
liſh of divine Truth revealed in thy Goſpel, that 


I may never more indulge my ſelf in Seriſual g 


Enjoyments, nor any more practiſe Works which 


Chriſt came to Deſtroy, May ng {pot remain 
upon me, which is not the Pot of God's Children.” 
plant in me all the true Diſpoſitions of thy Chil- 
dren, lead me to Study and do all my Heavenly 


Father's Will, and let it be my Meat and Drink 


to do it; Cauſe me to abide in thy Love, for. 
as the Branch cannot bear Fruit of it ſelf; unleſs 


it abide in the Vine, no more can I, — 


abide in thee; may I thefefore ſuffer nothing 
to ſeperate me from thy Lovuvte 4 
Continue to the World the Bleſſings of the 


Heavens and the Earth, Seed Time and Har- 
weſt: Command Deliverence for thy Choſen, but 
Perſecuted People, that the Time of the Sing- 
ing of Birds may come, when Zion ſhall put on 


her beautiful Garments, and rejoice ; in God, | 
who ſaveth her. ied e Try, e 
Make our King truly good, and his Throne 
greater than the Throne of his Anceſtors; Con- 
tinue us a free, and make us a religious * q 


4 * 


* 
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fill thy Churches with honeſt and faithful Mi- 
niſters; dwell in our Land, and be our God. 
| Keep alive in my Heart a Spring of Grace 

and Piety, and ripen me for the Harveſ of 
y in Heaven, that I may lie down at laſt and 
fleep in Jeſus; To whom be Glory for eyer. 4 


: . 


- »EHE. The 5th Mo NING PRAYER, 


1 Frag. WE | 
FIREFAT God! I am ariſen this Morning, 
NI through thy Goodneſs and Care, in a Capa- 

city for #ational and religious ſervice; and am 
come to worſhip: at thy Foot-ſtool ; but where- 
with-all ſhall ſo unworthy a Creature come be- 

fore the great God: All acceſs to thee for ſin · 

ners is through a Mediator, the Lord * Jeſus, 
through whom I preſent my ſoul to thee, begging 

thy Banner over me may be Love, and my ſer- / 
vice under it may be all holy, joyful, Lat 
_. = Unto thee; —_—_ H, Who art higher than the 
_ Higheſt, wou'd I aſcribe ſupreme Dignity and 

Honour; for there is none like thee in Heaven, 

or on Earth, in Greatneſs, Wiſdom and Good- 

_ neſs; all thine Attributes are adoreable, nor are 
any Works like unto thy Works, for thy Under- 
, Randing is infinite; thou art, ever was, and 
ever wilt be Happy without us, for thou canſt not 
depend” on what thy ſelf haſt made; Teach me 
to know thee in the beautiful Skill and Order 
of thy Works of Wonder, that I may more ex- 
alt, magnify and admire thee; the Reaſon I ſervs 
thee no better is, that I love thee ſo little; and 
the Reaſon of the Littleneſs of my Love is 
that I know ſo little of thee; Cauſe therefore 
die ale of Ignorance to fall off frmthe Eyey | 
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130 The Tong CHRISTIANS 
of my Underſtanding, that, by thy gracious Aids 
I may come to know thee the only true God, and 
it thy Son . 
May I fee in Chriſt and Chriſtianity, the 
only Remedy of all my Spiritual Maladies; 
that thou haſt laid Help upon one who is mighty 
to ſave, who has Blood of Atonement to purge 
away my Iniquities, Pity to Help my Infirmities, 


a Son over all his Father's Houſe, to keep us 
unto the End; Teach me to truſt in him as oy 
Saviour, and to learn of him humility and mild- 
neſs of Temper as my Example; and chearfully - 
to ſubmit to his Yoke, as my Governour ; make 
me ſenſible what Pre-engagements I am under 
to ſerve him, that I anay never break my Co- 
« venant, nor alter the Word I have given to him. 
By the Power of his Life, as my Pattern; and 
of his Law as my Rule, ſecure me from all Con- 
formity to the ſinful Cuſtoms of the World, 
and from drinking in any corrupt Principles 
but ſo transform my whole mind, that T may 
practically know what. is the holy, good, and 
acceptable Will. of God. . 
And fo ſtrengthen me in the Inward - man, that 
T may not deſpond, or be diſcouraged at the 
Croſſes and Afflictions I may this Day, or any 
Day in Life, be tried with; but keep my Eye 
fixed upon the future Recompence of Reward, nor 
ever, by any ſecular Proſpects, let me be tempted 
to do Evil, that Good may come thereby ; In all 
Caſes may I chooſe rather to Suffer, A Sin; 


to ibe deſpiſed and laughed at by Men rather 
than abhorred and rejected of God; to lofe the 
Smiles of the World, rather than loſe my Soul. 
May I never ſcruple denying my Senſes, Appe- 
tites and corrupt Paſlions, in order to ſecure my 
Salvation, and take the Kingdom of _— 


"Power to ſubdue mine Enemies, Faithfulneſs, as 
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dy Force. God forbid I ſhou'd cheriſh 2 vi. 
tious Inclination towards Fellowſhip with the 
Unfruitful Yorks ef Darkneſs, which wou'd for 
ever hinder me from perfecting Holineſs in thx 
Sight, unfit me for the Sight of thy Glory, and 
be my Deſtruction. Whatever Entanglements - 
then my Toung Soul is under, help me ſpeedily 4 
to get free irom them, and to eſcape as a Bird ö 
out of the Fowler's ſnare. | „ 
By the conſtant Practiſe of Religion, make me 
every Day more and more fit for Death and 
Judgment, O that I cou'd live with the Laſt Day's 
Accounts in my Thoughts, that I may not be in ** 
Confuſion, when my Lord comes.  " 


O God, pity all, particularly any of my young 
Relations, Acquaintance, Companions and Neigh- 
bours, who are yet in the Gall of | Bitterneſs, 
and the Bonds of Iniquity; Looſe their Fetters, 
break the Chains of their Captivity, bring them © } 
into the Glorious Liberty of thy own Sons; g 
Pour out thy Spirit abundantly, as Floods upon 
the dry Ground, upon the Sons and Daughters of 
thy People, that they mAy not be thoſe unhappy 
Youth, who refuſe and hate to be Reformed : 
And may none engag'd in the bleſſed work of 
Reformation, complain they are diſcouraged, 
where they ought to meet with Countenance. 
Bleſſed be God, I live in a Land o Peace, that 
the Sword 1s not devouring Fleſh, and drinking 
Blood amongſt us, nor onr Country a Field of Bat- 
tle, or a Stage of Flames; that Popiſh Fires are 
extinguiſned, and Popiſh Tyrany ended. Cauſe 
Liberty and — 2 to keep their Ground; and 
advance under the mild and juſt Reign of our 
King and Queen, and under their Succeſſors. 
Crown all our Years witn thy Goodneſs; be 
preſent in all worſhipping Families, and other 
Aſſemblies; kindle up new Lights in thy Church- 
. | - Þ: 2. 4 
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es, to ſucceed thoſe who have long ſhone and 
burned in them, but are now put out; that the 


7 


Sons of the Prophets may poſſeſs the ſaine Spi- 


tit of Wiſdom, Gravity, Holineſs and Faith- 


nel which animated their Fathers, the Pro- 
phets. ff rn a os 
Give me a Tenderneſs towards all in Afflicti- 


| bn, and a Readineſs to help them as 1 am able, 


as I wou'd hope for Succour from God or Man, 
in any of my Afﬀicions | le. 


Pardon what the pure Eyes of thy Majeſty 


as ſeen amiſs in me, in paſt Life, and in this 


Duty; As thou haft not denied me the Natural 
Reſt of the Night, deny me not Safety and 
Succeſs in the Day; guide my Vandering ſteps; 


guard me in my Thoughtleſs Hours; help me to 
perſevere without fainting, till I have finiſhed 
the Work which God has given me to do, that 


I may for ever be glorified with God. to whom 
be Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, 


now and for ever. Amen, 


oi - . N . N 


UL 22 4 


LIV. The 5th. Evexino PRAYER, 
| „ 


Verlaſting God! Thou art eſſentially and 
infinitely good, and freely communicates 
thy Goodneſs to the pooreſt and meaneſt of thx 


Creatures. Abundant Demonſtration thou haſt 


given, that thy Delights are with the Sons of 


Men; for we Read of no ſuch Expences of Grace 


towards fal'n Angels, as have been employed to 


Recover fal'n Men; yet thy Grace to Sinners is 
manifeſted by a method which ſufficiently ſnews 
that it is far from the Almighty to patronize or 


encourage Sin, which is the Object of thy un- 
reconcileable Hatred, and has rendered Men un- 
like to thy Nature and oppoſite to thy = 


We 


4 


* * bs 


 - PSB FFTERIBOqKE ras: 
The Death of thy Son at once tells me how Mer- 
ciful thou art to Sinners, and how fully reſol vd 
to puniſh Sin. le FP eee FO KK 

To thee, O Eternal Rock, I fly, as to the 
only Refupe of my Soul; thy Omniſcient Eye 
purſues me every Day, and through every Step; 
Jean never impoſe upon »thee, nor cover my 


Sin from thee, ſor as thou wilt not deceive, ſo thou 
canſt not be deceived; no Clouds or Darkneſs can 
interpoſe to hinder thee from ſeeing my moſt 


ſecret Thoughts, they are known to thee as ſoon 


as they ſpring up in my own Mind; Iwill not = 


then attempt to cover, but rather confeſs and for- 


ſake my Sin, that I may find mercy through a 


Mediator. And may the belief of thy All-ſee- 
ing Eye make me holy in all manner of Con- 
verſation, ſince where ever I am, or what ever 
I am about, I am perpetually involved in thine 
Inſpection, and ſurrounded with thine infinite 
Eye; nor ſuffer me to flatter my {ſelf that my 
Jouth'-will be any Excuſe for Sin, ſeeing © 
for youthful Crimes we muſt ftand in Judgment 
C 6 


| Create my Heart anew, and form in it Dif- 
Poſitions correſponding with the Deſign of tb) 


aw, and comporting with the Diſpoſals of thy 
Providence, for to thee, O God, belongs the Pre- 


Para tions of the Heart of Man; Thou only art 


the Father of Spirits, and knoweſt how to give 


mine an effectual ſaving Touch; Perſuade me, 


Lord, to the Reaſonable Service of giving up both 
my Soul and Body to thee, ſince nothing is more 
juſt and meet, than that thou ſhouldſt have the 
Service of thy own Creatures and of Redeemed 
Captives: For my Part, I contributed not in the 


Loeaſt to my own Being, It being impoſſible that I, 


or any Creature, ſhou'd bring together what was 
at ſo infinite a Diſtance. as Something and 2 
bs 2; >>, oa nw 
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thing; and ever ſince I had a Being, I have been 


Tupyarye by thee; thy milk fed me at my Mo- 


ther's Breaſt, thy Viſitation has preſerved me, 
all my Bones praife thee: I admire thy Good- 
neſs, which has fo long kept alive ſo worthleſs a 

Worm; and thy Patience which has ſo long 


bore with my Evil Manners, and that I am not 


cut down by the Ax of thy Righteous judg- 


«+ 
8 o 
* 


ments. * 


How unlike is Man to God! how eaſil am 
provoked, and ſet into a Flame, by the ſmalleſt. 
Croſſes to my Humour, and the leaſt Affronts to 


my Perſon, or Injuries to my Intereſt! Give me, 


Lord, a better Spirit, teach me better to know 
my ſelf, and indue me with Fatience in Confor- © 
mity to thy ſelf, and with Contentment under all 
the Increaſes or Decreaſes of outward good, and - 
under all the good and 111 Carriage of men to 


Lea, lead me into admiring Thankfulneſs for 


all thy undeſerved Kindneſs to me; I cannot 


complain that thou haſt failed me of a meal's 
meat, or a night's Lodging; my Life has been 
filled with thy Bounties; While many, who were 
brought up in Scarlet, embrace Dunghills, thou 
art making me taſte the Bleſſings of thy Good- 
neſs in an ample meaſure; Every Day brings 
with it new mercies, ſo that I have no reaſon to 
repent my Choice of God for my maſter, whoſe . 
ſervice is Freedom, whoſe gifts are ſo many at 
preſent, and whoſe future rewards are ſo unſpeak- 
ably great. | VV 
As thou art abounding in thy Mercy, may 1 
abide in my duty; and think my beſt Services 
a poor Return for all thy Love, who haſt not 
thought thy beloved Son too great a gift for 


_ 


8 


— 


Through the merit of his Obedience, Sacrifice 
and Interceſſion, thou haſt opened a Door of Hope 
for me; his Oblation of Himſelf, through the E- 
ternal Spirit, has more Virtue to take away 
Sin, and procure Reconciliation, than all the Le- 
gal Sacrifices, which cou'd never purify the Con- 
dience; Increaſe my Faith, Truſt and Hope in 
God, through him, till it grow up into a Com- 
fortable Perſwaſion and full Affurance. 
Aſſiſt me now, in the days of my Touth, ſo to 
live as one who expects to die, and be judged, 
according to the Quality of my Works, whether 
good or evil. ; OF. a3 


Make Chriſtianity to ſpread over the Werld 
Defend the Reformed Intereſt; Gaye our King the 
Hearts of all his Subjects; In du time make In- 
quiſit ion for the Blood of thy perſecuted, murder · 


ed Saints: Bleſs thy Churches with a Succeſſion : 


of good Miniſters; though the Streams dry up, it 
is thy Peoples Comfort, that the Fountain is full : 
I truſt thee with the Lives of all my dear Rela- 


I bleſs thee, © my God, for the Covenant of 
Grace, for the miniſtry of thy Angels; for the 
Bounties of thy Providence, and for all thy mul- 
tiplied Favours; Let a Senſe of them quicken 
me in my Duty; preſerve in me a good and 
ſerious Frame, when I lie down and when 
I riſe up; Be my God and my Guide for 
ever. : 3 3 | | 
Overlook whatever thou ſeeſt amiſs. in me, 
in my Spirit, Prayers and Lite, and accept what 

is Sincere, through Jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer and 

Advocate. Amen, eh 


$ -. 
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; | ee 
God of my Lite, and of all my Enjoy ments 

and Comforts; Thou art the Life of my Soul, 
and art more to our Souls, than our Souls are to 


our Bodies; I cannot exerciſe any of my Facul⸗- 


ties without thee, on whom I depend both tor 


Exiſtence and Operation, as naturally and as ne- 
Ceſſarily as the Stream does upon the Fountain, 


or the Rays upon the Sun whence they flow. 
By thee, O great Preſerver of Man, I live to 
this Morning, and becauſe thy Compaſſions to 2 


Poor Sinner fail not, I am not yet 3 


though 1 am every Day . provoking the Go 
who gave me Bea 
Life. . 

It is high time for me to turn to God by a 
new Life; I have too long * my Body, 
to the Prejudice of my Soul, and ſpent my time 
in Vanity; Hear the Prayer of thy Penitent Child, 
and cure all the Diſtempers of my Heart; lead 
me into the Study of thy Holy Word, and by 
its Inſtructions and powerful Motives, may I be 
drawn to pleaſe God in an exact Conformity to 
thy Goſpel, that my Foot-ſteps may flide no 
more. N | os F 
Give me a Claim to Goſpel Promiſes, and e- 
nable me to fee my Claim, that in the Comfort 
of the Scriptures I may have Hope: Nor let 
thy ſeeming Delays to puniſh Vice and reward 


Virtue, be any Diſcouragement to me, ſince ve- 


rily there 1s a God who Judgeth in the Earth, and 
whoſe Faithtulneſs will not ſuffer a word of Scrip- 
ture to fail. | $25 


Make me a living, lively Chriſtian, to follow | 


Chriſt, my Maſter, in all the ways of Truth 


Righ- | 


; I Nfinitely great and good od !, Thou art the = 


dp . 


th, and who holds my Soul in 


* F 
A 


as 
* 


ai Ni ee, 
Righteouſneſs, Self denial and Goodneſs, win 
ee Pleaſure, than I ever followed after. the - _ | 
Yamties and Senſualities of a deluding World; 
and while many are labouring only for the Meat 
that periſheth, may my chief Concern be for that - 
_ which endureth to everlaſting Life; and way T - 
always prefer: a ſenſe of thy Favour, the Love 
of Truth, the Practiſe of Duty, and the Hope of 
Heaven, to all the mean and droſſy, the pain- 
» ful and tormenting Pleaſures of Sin. And ha- 
ving abandon'd every ſinful Courſe, enable me 
to ſerve Jeſus Chriſt with a ſæderal Obedience 
all my Days, and never ſay of the great and 
laſt Meſſenger God has ſent amongſt Men, © I 
T will not have this Man to reign over To = 
_ Great Father! Turn me not away this Morn- 
ing unheard and unbleſt ; Thou. haft oft been 
found of them who. ſought thee not; turn not a- 
way thy Face from an unworthy Creature ſeek- 
ing to thee, and who values thy Favour above 
all the World: Be intreated to pity and ſpare 
_ help me, till my Work is done, and well 
— OT RT + es 
I! ſee my Time ſpending apace, another Veeł 
is now almoſt gone, and. how little have I done 3 
in it for God, my Soul and Heaven; Yet I 7 
hope it will not be number'd amongſt Weeks 
wholly loft: And if thou haſt yet more Patience 
with me, I hope ſtill to ſerve thee better, and 
no longer to live an inſignificant and unprofi- 
| table Life. 1 
I am ſenſible thou art a dreadſul God, with 
whom is Terrible Majeſty, and I dare not think 
| of trifling with thee any longer; as thy Power 
Is jirreſiſtable, ſo thy Juſtice is inflexible, Thou 
art more above the great Kings of the Earth, 
> than they are above the meaneſt Worm; may 
the Belief of thy ä Perfections make me 
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leave off Sining; and all thy Great Attributes 


de anſwered by correſponding Impreſſions on my 


Mind, and ſuitable A#ions in my Lite; And 
all thy great Relations to me, as Creator, Sove- 
reign, Benefactor, be anſwered by Duty agree- 
CCCCRW 

„As I hope thou haſt brought me into thy 
Kingdom and Family, I deſire to ſerve thee as 


'a Subject and Chi Id; I wou'd be fruitful in 


good Works, and not ſerve my God with what 


| coſts me nothing, nor put thee off with the La- 


bour of my Sins; but ſerve thee actively, willing- 

ly, cheartully, in all the Labours of a Benefi- 

2" AG EE CD „ 
And now, O God, 1 make one more Surrender 


bf my Heart to thee, through the Mediation of 


thy Son, and beg I may be content with all 


thy Diſpoſals of me, and Allowances to me; 


and may ſubmit to all the Notifications of thy 
Pleaſure; To which End, keep my Eye fixed on 
inviſible Glories, as the Reward of preſent Ser- 
ices and Sufferings; And, after a Life of Faith- 


ulneſs and Fruitfulneſs, may I enter into Reſt 


amongſt the innumerable Company of Holy 
Souls, who have finiſned their Life and Labours, 
and whoſe Robes are waſhed in the Blood of 
ihe Lamb, To whom be Bleſſing and Glory for 
ever. Amen. e . 
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LVI. The &th. Evzning PBravER. - 
Lmighty, moſt great, and ever bleſſed 


_ 
Foto mem 


_ 


A God! Thon haſt thy Being by abſolute 
neceſſity of Nature, without Original z and giveſt 


a Being to all who partake of it: Thou art 


the Alpha and Omega, the efficient Cauſe of all 


Ereatuies, in Heaven and Earth, and the =_ 


* 


© PRATER BOOK i 
- of all their Operations, ſince for thy Pleaſure, | 
and to Communicate thy own Goodneſs and  , 
- Happineſs,-were they all Created; Aſſiſt me in _— 

giving the Praiſe due unto thee, and in ſeeking . - _— 
— e in thee, who haſt made me for r 
| Though 1 am Joung, and have bur a ſhort I 
Experience of the World, yet I have tried it _ 
enough to find that I cannot be happy in all the 
© World, without God; Every Week, and ey | | 2 
Day convinces me that there is little but Dif- i OED 
appointment and Vexation in the Things of the =_ 
World, and the Enjoyments of Senſe; but the — 
Pleaſures of Religion, of a good Conſciencę and 
a Virtuous Life, are ſolid and laſting. A 
I own, I am vile in my Original; and by acs 1 , 
tual Sin, have forfeited Life and all the Rights =_ 
of Life; I have ſadly loft my Innocence, have been # 
Contracting a Carnal Mind and an Enmity to 
f and Goodneſs; and thou doſt me no wrong, 
if thou drive me from thy Preſence, and reduce © © 
me to Nothing : but, by the Goſpel of thy Son, 
thou inviteſt ſuch Rebels as I am to take Sanc- 
tuary in thy Grace, and to ſeek loſt Happineſs 
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in thy Favour. e | 
What was loſt in the Firſt Adam, is now re- 
coverabie by the Death and ReſurreRion, the | 7 
Power and Merit of the Second; In order to a ſhare 3 
in recovered Lite, I beg the Image of thy Ho- _ 
lineſs may be re- impreſs d on my Mind, that I 1 
may honour thee as a Son honoureth his Father, —_— 

and be afraid of any Actions which may of- 

fend thee, or bring any Reflection on thy Glo- 

a cd 7 JO. CA. Vs „ 
May I not any longer lie groyeling on the 
Earth, while my new Lite and my Inheritance 
ate above; but ſeek a Kingdom which is to come 
Whole Founder 1s * a Hon ſe not made 
| ES „ 
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wiuoiith Hands, that when the Kingdoins and Houſes. - 
f of this World are all diſſolv'd and burnt down, 


my Soul may be ſafe, and my Portion ſecure. 


F greſs: that the World look ) 
1 think it Strange that I run not with them to 
2 their Exceſs of Riot, and ſpeak Evil of me; 


S of Wicked Men: I bleſs God, I begin to feel 
| F A the Advantages of a religious Life far exceed- 


the ways of Virtue. 1 
And now that I am finiſhing the Day and Veet, 


_ Reſolutions to be thine. | 
approaching Day ; In the Multitude of thy ten- 


under the Word: May 1 ſuffer no vain Thoughts 
to inſinuate themſelves, to hinder the Profit or 


we ſhou'd be Holy to thee the Lord; Aſhſt me 
in the holy and heavenly Employment of the Day, 


from 


2 1 


Let it be no Hindrance to or Chriſtian Pro- 
y on me, and 


Give me that inward Peace and joyful Hope, 
which wou'd abundantly overballance all the 
fooliſh Banter and Ridicule, Scorn and Contempt 


ing all the Evil I do, or can ſuffer by it; And 

hope, that by a Truſt in God, whoſe Promiſes 
are all Tea and Amen, I ſhalt be ſupported under 

all ſorts and all degrees of Diſcouragements in 


I wou'd ſeriouſſy and penitently review all my 
Miſtakes and Follies, all my Negligence and Fail- 

ings, begging merciful Pardon: I wou'd review 
thy Mercies with Praiſe, and deſire to renew my 


13 Spare me, through this Night, to thy own 


der Mercies, may I go into thy Houſe, and, in 
thy Fear, worſhip in thy Temple. Deliver me 
from a trifiing Spirit in Prayer and Praife, and 


1 Pleaſure thine Ordinances are fitted to give. 
. Thou haſt appointed the Sabbath for a Sign, that 


that I, and all I do, may be Holineſs to the 
Ford. While many are put off with Corn and 
Wine, and the. Bleſſings that ſpring out of the 
Earth, I enjoy the Bleſlings which come down 
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from Heaven; my Mercies jare the Merciez bur 
of a few, O that my Improvements were in any _ 


of my diſtinguiſhing Privileges, fince where much 
is given, much will be required keep me from 
diſappointing thy juſt ExpeGations.  ' 
Cauſe thy Word, on thy Day, to do powerful 
Execution on Sin, that many a Soul may date its 
Converſion from To-morrow: May my Heart 
be ſoftened, and every way bettered, and my 
Life continually grow more corre& and fruitful z 
that I may always ſtand ready for the Great Day, 
when Men will not be promiſcuonſly either 
3uſtified or condemned, but with an exact and 
diſtinguiſhing Judgment, according as every ones 
Work has been. eee 
Theſe Things, with whatever elſe thine infi- 
nite Wiſdom ſees needful for a poor ſinning Mor- 
tal, I humbly beg of thee, through Jeſus Chrift, 
in whoſe prevailing Name, and in whoſe per- 
fe& Form of Words, I conclude theſe Ad- 
dreſſes. Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
« Sanaified be thy Name; thy Kingdom come, 
* thy Will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven, 
Give us, Day by Day, our Daily Bread; and 
© Forgive us our Treſpa ſſes, as we forgive thoſe 
< who treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us not into 
«< Temptation, but deliver us from the Evil One, 
* for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and 
* the Glory, for ever. Amen. 1 
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eg haber —ç art good, 
| ad pin be good to me in bleſſing m 
; 9 _ wy WIE: thro. 


00D God, i 2 on the Table 


for our Refreſhment, bleſs Thou it, and it 
be bleſſed, — Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


Ub oo Nin | 
T* Rest God, hs haſt Created us, and Redeem - 
Jed us, and now providedſt comfortably for 

us, grant us Grace to Eat and Drink and 2285 to 
thy Glory, through Jel us Chriſt, Amen, 


5 IV. | 
|  (Tanighty God, and Heavenly Father, * 
openeſt thine Hand, and fatifieſt the wants 
of all, give us a ſuitable Bleſſing at this Time, 
which ſhall convert our Food into proper and 
ſufficient Nouriſhment, and diſpoſe our Minde to 
all our future _ far the eſake of Jeſus as 


- 2 


V 
Leſſed God, we are unworthy * our Lives 
and of all other e 8 thy great Boun- 


BY 


"Mos 


* . VETS 
1 8 
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Note. Givine Thanks j is proper Before Meat, and ſo the mn 
Grace ſienifies. See Mark viii. 6. John vi. 11. 
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is Fes pplying; Pardon aut t 
5 eſs the Provifichs of” this. Table, cauſe! ws to 


Eat and Drink with Sobriety, 
Thankfulnefs, through Jeſus Choiſt:" Anton; | * ie 


v . 


1 tinued Goodneſs and Patience we meet bere 


from Time to Time in Health and Peace; thou 


a: us Appetites and Food convenient' for. us, 


leſſed be thy Name; while we are partaking of 


the Fruits 7 thy Fatherly Care and Love, 
| — we chearfully devate our Hearts, Time 

Strength to thy Service, and the good 
of our - F ellow rr _ * Chriſt 


Anion. 


— 


VV the Lord Pol Heaven and Earth, ho giveſt 
us s. Liſe and Breath and all Things, owning thy 
great Bounty to us in ſupplying us with what 
pertains both to Life *. 
a Wiſe and Righteous Uſe of all. thy Bleſſin 
and may it be our Meat and our Drink to 
thy will and to ſerve our Generation according 
to hy Will, through Jeſus Chriſt. ns 


vin. 


AZ Tables with the Sp oils of -the Creation, 
and art making all the Elements round us contri- 


bute to our ur Support; Command a Bleſſing on the 
| Fruits 
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Moderation and 


O ON and gracious God; through! thy cn 


E life 1 up our Hearts and Eyes to hs: 


lineſs; Aſſiſt us in 
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. Mercies be, wantonly. us, * 
be Motives to Love and a better; 3 and 5 
"on the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy 

we employ faithfully our renewed: L Heated, - 


Time and Strength to 3 Fork = Ri 
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DD Leſſed be God, who daily loadeth us with his 
Benefits, through Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 
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Xr E thank thee, Heavenly Father, we have 
: Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on, and 
other Mercies for Soul and Body; ma 


many 
we * them 3 to thy Glory, through L clus 
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E own with Thankfulneſs, O God, thy 
= Care of us and Love to us, in that we are 
ſo comfortably fed with my thy good Creatures, 
freely given to us; may we go from this Table 
with Diſpoſ tions to 0 for thee true and faith- 
wm Service, acceptable in Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 


3, 


a 3 | IV. | 

OOD and gracious God, we return thee 
our Humble and Hearty Thanks that thou 
| haſt! 9 us rational Creatures, haſt redeemed 
-us by the Blood of thy Son, haſt maintained 


our Lives and our Health, and given us — * 
18 


2 8 , 1 


r 
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Lives teſtify the true ſenſe we have of thy 
_ Goodneſs, and our own Unworthineſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. B | 


Life offereg | 
uſeful Obedience, may we be prepared for that 
World, where we fhall Hunger and Thirſt no 
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fortable Meeting at this Table, and are plenti- 


fully fed; Incline us to pity and help thoſe who . 


want the Mercies we enJops and may our whole 
ſenſe we have of _ 


7 . 


VI. 


: B Leſſed be thy Nam . O Lord our God, that 


we yet live, and live on the Bleſſings of 


„and thoſe better Things thou haſt 
r them who love thee ; And by a 
up to «thee, in all holy, thankful, 


prepared 


more, through. Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
c 


'S OO D and Merciful God, in thee we live 


move, and ſubfiſt, and thou art daily fol- 


| lowing us with thy Bounties; we thank thee 6 
fot this Comfortable Support of our animal Lives; 
Renew our Souls into thine Image, begin and 


erfect in us the Divine Life; and while we are 


Lvine on thy Goodneſs, may we bear Fruit to 
thy Glory, and to the Good of Mankind thro* 
| Jeſus Chrift, To whom be Honour and Praiſe for 
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this time to eat our Bread in Peace and CHear- = 
fulneſs, thy holy Name be praiſed now and for 
f Loon fn TW: 
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en we met with new: Marky” 
ACT every. Day, and in every Place; through 
thy watchful Care of us, we have had a Com- 


thy Providence; Raiſe up our Hearts to Chriſt. 
and Heav 
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| bleſled God. for thy manife Ic Mercies 
om Time- to Time, beſtowed on us; we: 
ce for ſending Jeſus Chriſt to die for ys 
to Preach Salvation to us, and tha t throi un 
25 art pouring all Bleſſing on us: We praHle - - 
thee for theſe good Creatures of thine where- 
with we are now es h and which thou haſt 
os ved with Thankſgivings; 
May they if 2 Word and Pray- 
er, and eve in a Life acceptable to thee, _ 
through Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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